Martin Lass String Orchestra Series

A Gypsy Tale

Instrumentation

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violin 3 (from viola)
Violoncello

Double Bass

In this Level 2.5 - 3.0 (Intermediate) work for student string
orchestra, Martin Lass has captured some of the quintessential
elements of the gypsy (Romany) style* incorporating Russian and
Hungarian folksong elements.

“A Gypsy Tale” is full of gypsy longing, romance, and dancing. The
main challenges for student orchestras will be in keeping the
gradual accelerandos in the dance sections (from b. 28) under
control and in the off-the-string strokes recommended in these
same sections. All parts can be played in 1st position except for a
few passages in the first violins, the highest of which have ossia
alternatives.

The piece can be made shorter or longer by exclusion or inclusion of
a final section between bars 60-72 and a segno.

Duration: approx. sm (with all repeats, sections, and segno)
Duration: approx. 3m 20s (if ending at bar 59 the first time, omitting
the section at b. 60-72 and the segno)

* The Romany people have often been referred to derogatorily as
“gypsies,” which is a cultural wound for them, so they do not like or use
the term themselves. However, their music is popularly called “gypsy
music.” This is not intended as any racial slur but is intended to identify
and celebrate their special cultural style. Gypsy music is enjoyed by music-
lovers across the globe. Martin Lass is a specialist in this style.

Copyright © Martin Lass 2022
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(Moderato)
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