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What is String Shades?

String Shades a collection of breathtaking string performances for the full version of Kontakt 

6.8.0+, from delicate whispers to wild expressions. Performed by a 14 piece chamber string 

ensemble, the players weaved in and out of each other rather than playing in unison, each  

performing their own note as though it was a piece of music. This gives an incredibly life like 

and moving sound which is full of soul and character.
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Articulations

With String Shades, we wanted to provide a selection of 5 core articulations that would give 

you the greatest range of colour and texture to compose with. Along with our orchestrator, 

Ben Foskett, we settled on the following articulations.

Undulating
A warm, open sound that weaves and undulates freely. Featuring a slight, natural sounding 

vibrato for added texture.

Emotive
With a rich and passionate sound, this articulation really emphasises the emotion and adds a 

sense of life into each note.

Pulsing
Making more of the movement between players, this articulation has more energy, life and 

forward motion, designed to add tension and character.

Wild Trills
Flutter is a relatively common technique where woodwind players essentially vibrate their 

tongue whilst blowing into the instrument, which creates a ‘shuddering’ sound.

Fragments
A slightly more experimental technique where the players perform a variety of short notes at 

random, which in the context of an ensemble creates an unpredictable, pointillistic sound. 
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