
Retailer Returns to its Roots

Welcome Home Fortunoff

B y M a r i e W o l f

Jewelry lovers—prepare your wish
lists and get ready for the return,
September 18, of one of Long
Island’s most beloved retailers.

With the Fortunoff family name
firmly intact, and building on the
success of its e-commerce business
(fortunoffjewelry.com), the widely
recognized jewelry authority is back
in a brick-and-mortar presence on
the Island.

N e w L o c a t i o N , F i N e r F o c u s
The Fortunoff “superstore” of the
60s, where shoppers outfitted their
homes with a mega selection of
housewares, furniture, paintings and
home décor, as well as fine jewelry is
a thing of the past.

According to Esther Fortunoff,
president of Fortunoff Fine Jewelry,
the new boutique, located at 1504
Old Country Road in Westbury, will
focus almost exclusively on fine
jewelry. “The new trend in retail is the
‘concept’ store,” she says. “We will
carry 98 percent fine jewelry, a bit of
giftware for bridal and baby showers,
some children’s giftware, and also
some pottery—my sister is a ceramic
artist.” The focus, however, “is mainly
meant to be a jewelry store.”

At approximately 1,800 square feet,
Fortunoff says the boutique is larger

than a typical jewelry store and will
house more than 15 showcases,
including vintage jewelry for men
and women, plus new collections
created by local as well as emerging
designers. “I am promoting some
women designers from Brooklyn,
some people that are not well known,
and I’ll be bringing back pieces from
a designer in Hong Kong who does
not sell here now.” A repair expert
will also be on site to help customers
refashion their jewelry. This is a new
service never offered before by
Fortunoff.

w h y t h e c o m e b a c k ?
Fortunoff says: “We have been online
for four years, but oftentimes people
call our 800 number and they may
be interested in diamond hoops, but
they would like to try them on. They
are afraid to buy on the Internet.
People prefer to see and hold jewelry
in their hands, to compare. We’ve
had an overwhelming number of
requests for us to reopen a store.”

“Long Island is my heritage,” she
says. “When we opened Fortunoff in
1964, I was just a little girl. I can
still remember the ribbon cutting
ceremony.”

Fortunoff Fine Jewelry, Westbury.
800-636-7886; fortunoffjewelry.com;
Facebook and Pinterest.com

“Fortunoff Fine Jewelry will provide a
warm and welcoming shopping

experience where customers will be
helped by very knowledgeable and friend-

ly salespeople, many of whom are fine
jewelry experts in their own right.”

—Esther Fortunoff

Now& theN
Above: The new Fortunoff Fine Jewelry boutique in

Westbury. Right: 1922, East New York. Max and Clara
Fortunoff and their children outside their first store.

Left: Mocha Beryl Multicolor Drop Earrings, 14 Karat Yellow Gold - $1,450 .
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