
FREEBIE #1: You Can Picture It 

The You Can Picture It series presents a creative way to use student-generated illustrations to help 
improve reading comprehension. Each collection contains reproducible stories, nonfiction articles, or 
poems for grades one through five. Students illustrate and summarize the text as they learn to 

• understand that reading is a process of seeking meaning 
• make predictions from text content 
• reread if the meaning is not clear 
• discuss literature with others 
• distinguish fact from opinion or fiction 
• summarize text content 
• identify and use chronological order 
• identify and use cause and effect 
• recognize words with multiple meanings 
• connect new information to prior knowledge 
• use information in text to draw conclusions 
• use self-monitoring and self-correcting strategies 
• identify the main idea and supporting details of a text 
• understand the structure and organization of a book 
• recognize plot, setting, and characters of a story 
• recognize and understand poetic devices 
• make deductions about text 
• identify problems and solutions in a story 
• understand literal and figurative language 
• evaluate their own work 
• evaluate the work of others 

This PDF provides a first grade fiction selection, a third grade nonfiction selection, a fourth grade 
poetry selection, and step-by-step instructions. But first, here is a link to a video that gives you a 
quick overview of how to use You Can Picture It. Enjoy! 

  

https://player.vimeo.com/video/622649111?h=5a001418b4&app_id=122963


Step-by-step Instructions for your You Can Picture It FREEBIES! 

Step One: Print one of the selections below. Read the selection with your children and discuss any information 

and specific facts found in it. Encourage them to picture the setting in their minds before they draw on paper. 

Some questions to ask would be: What do you think the place looks like? What are some of the details about the 

setting? Does the author tell you everything or do you have to figure out some of the details? Have you ever 

visited a place like this before? Are there any new vocabulary words to understand? 

Step Two: Cut on the dotted lines to divide the page into five parts. Mix up the parts of the selection and ask 

children to put them in the correct order. Save the “Take a peek into this book” piece for later. 

Step Three: Glue each part to the top or bottom of a bigger piece of paper (81/2 by 11 works well). You should 

only need two pieces of copy paper because page two is glued to the back of page one, and page four is glued to 

the back of page three. Make sure the parts are in the correct order so the selection makes sense when the 

pages are put together as a book. 

Step Four: Once the words are on the page, it is time for children to begin drawing the illustrations. Drawings 

should always be done in color so that the details will be obvious in the illustration. 

Step Five: Once the children have completed their drawings, it is time for the cover. Tag board or construction 
paper works well for the cover. Have a discussion about titles, pointing out that a title should get the reader 
interested in the book. Of course, on the cover each child should write his or her name as the illustrator. 

Step Six: You can bind the books in different ways. They can be stapled and the staples covered with colored 
duct tape, punched and tied with yarn, or put together with brads. Check to make sure that the pages are in the 
correct order before binding.    

Step Seven: The last step in the completion of the book is to write a summary of the selection. Discuss that the 

summary only gives the main idea of the selection and does not give away all the details. Have children choose 

five to six key words from the selection and then use these key words to build their summaries. Two or three 

sentences should be enough. Have children write their summaries on the “Take a peek into this book” strip and 

glue it to the back cover of the book. 

Step Eight: Once the books are finished, the children can read and enjoy them. Have children exchange books 

and see how others “saw” the selection. For the nonfiction selection, you can also look up the destination on the 

Internet to see how the actual place looks or do a map study to see where the destination is located. 

Enjoy! You can find more You Can Picture It selections at www.dgppublishing.com/collections/other-reading-

materials 
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Genre: fiction     Reading level: first grade     ©DGP Publishing, Inc. 

Dad took the two children to the park for a picnic. A 

little green frog jumped onto their yellow blanket.  

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

Tommy and Katy tried to feed the frog a chocolate 

chip cookie. The frog didn’t want the children’s 

lunch and jumped away.  

---------------------------------------------------------------  

They watched a brown bug fly in front of the frog. 

He opened his big mouth, stuck out his long red 

tongue, and ate the bug.  

---------------------------------------------------------------  

Tommy wrinkled his nose and said, “I wouldn’t 

want any of his lunch, either.”  

---------------------------------------------------------------  

Take a peek into this story:  

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________  



Genre: nonfiction     Reading level: third grade     ©DGP Publishing, Inc. 

We usually think of kings or queens living in castles. But there 

is a castle in New York that was not made for royalty. 

Frederick Bourne built a castle for his wife and nine children.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Singer Castle on Dark Island in the Thousand Islands 

region of New York was finished in 1904. Mr. Bourne spent 

two years and $500,000 to complete the castle.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

It is four stories high and has 28 rooms. This castle is like 

castles of old with its hidden passageways, suits of armor, 

secret panels, stone staircases, and dungeons. It was built out 

of granite rock that came from a nearby island.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Frederick Bourne was the head of the Singer Sewing Machine 

Company. It is said that he didn’t tell his family that he was 

building the castle. He just took them to see it when it was 

finished. That would be a giant-sized surprise!  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Take a peek into this book:  

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________  
  



Genre: poetry     Reading level: fourth grade      ©DGP Publishing, Inc. 

 

“You’re not old enough,” Mother says to me,  

“To stay up late at night.”  

“You’re not old enough,” Father says to me,  

“To wear your pants so tight.”  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

“You’re much too young,” Grandma says to me,  

“To spend the night alone.”  

“You’re much too young,” Grandpa says to me,  

“To have your own telephone.”  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

“You’re a little pain,” Big Brother says to me,  

To make me go away.  

“You’re a big pest,” Little Sister says to me,  

To get me out of her way.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

I’m just so confused, and not really amused!  

What I want to know is what age I should be  

When I am the perfect age for me?  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Take a peek into this book:  

__________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________  

 


