
Autumn in Provence
French Painting Tour Where Provence Reaches the Alps

with Vivi Palegeorge

TOUR ONE 12 DAYS •16TH – 27TH SEPTEMBER 2019

TOUR TWO 12 DAYS • 30TH SEPTEMBER – 11TH OCTOBER 2019
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Arrive the weekend preceding the tour.
Optional free visit to the city of Marseille 

on Sunday. We can arrange accommodation 
for you. It will be best if pick up is from one
location.

TOUR START
DAY ONE: Monday 
Pick up  in Marseille at 9 am to take a boat tour of the beautiful
Callanques. These narrow, steep-walled inlets are developed
in limestone, dolomite, or other carbonate  strata and stretch
for 20km  (and up to 4km inland) along the Mediterranean
coast between Marseille and Cassis. The base of the Statue 
of Liberty is made with Cassis stone. Boat trip is weather
dependent.  If the weather is not suitable for a boat trip, 
we will have an alternative excursion available.
Drive to Les Planious that afternoon.

DAY TWO: Tuesday 
Painting session near the guest house which is nestled at 
1000 metres above sea level in the Pré Alpes.
Walk for non-painters near L'Epine, a tiny medieval town
where there is a small primary school for about seventeen
children from grade one to six.  
In the afternoon we visit the very beautiful fortified medieval
town of Serres, which has been a very important crossroads
over the ages. This was particularly the case when the popes
were in Avignon.

DAY THREE: Wednesday 
Painting session in one of the small villages near the guest

house. Walk for painters: The Mountain of Ceuze 2000
metres above sea-level. A five-hour circuit walk with only 
500 metres altitude gain on the high plateau offering
spectacular views of the high Alps.

DAY FOUR: Thursday
Painting session 9 to 3pm at Saint André de
Rosans a tiny medieval village where we
have lunch at the local tavern.
Walk near Rosans for non-painters, with 
a spectacular panoramic view over the 
high Alps. Summit: Mt Raton 1437 metres
above sea level.
Afternoon visit: Medieval village, Rosans
with its narrow picturesque streets and
houses.

DAY FIVE: Friday 
Painting session from 9 to 3pm at Orpierre, a very

picturesque medieval town on the Princes of Orange road. 
The village has come to life in recent years with the
development of rock-climbing, now the essential economic
activity with climbers coming from many different countries.
Non-painters walk in the gorges of Riou not far from 
Lagrand perched on the plateau offering a spectacular view 
of the valley. Lagrand's 12th century Romanesque church 
is one of the most beautiful in the area.
Afternoon visit: the tiny medieval villages of Lagrand and
Orpierre. Evening meal at the Auberge de Lagrand.

DAY SIX: Saturday
Drive via Gap, the capital of the High Alps and the lake 
Serre-Ponçon to the 12th century Abbaye of Boscodon
nestled at 1400 metres above sea-level. Visit the beautifully
restored abbey and have time for a painting session. 
Plenty of great walks available for non-painters.
Overnight stay at Guillestre, towards the Italian border.

“This tour exceeded my 
expectations. Our generous
hosts give you the opportunity
to live like the French...
do it if you can.”
Elizabeth, 2017 Tour Guest 
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DAY SEVEN: Sunday
Painting session in the mountain village of Guillestre. 
Possibility for the walkers to walk to the base of the Glacier
Blanc, (2500 metres above sea-level) in the national park 
of les Ecrins. The Alpine setting is absolutely unforgettable. 
Five to seven hour walk in a high mountain ambience with 
no technical difficulty.
Overnight stay at Guillestre.

DAY EIGHT: Monday
Drive to Briançon, the highest city of the European community.
Lunch in the old city. Full day painting session and possible walk
near Briançon for the non-painters.
Visit the tourist office website to read more about this
fascinating fortified city.
https://www.france-voyage.com/tourism/briancon-1322.htm
Return to Les Planious late afternoon.

DAY NINE: Tuesday
Rest day. Take time to finish some 
of your paintings.
Afternoon session with local primary
school students at L'Epine. Optional walk
for non-painters. Possibility to do some
wine tasting in Veynes with Philippe
Rodriguez, specialised in organic wines.

DAY TEN: Wednesday
Stroll around a typical Provençal market at one of France’s most
beautiful villages: Buis Les Baronnies, in the heart of a lavender
growing region.  
Afternoon painting session at Vaison la Romaine with its
enthralling Gallo Roman vestiges and spectacular medieval city.

DAY ELEVEN: Thursday 
Painting session near guest house.  Possible cooking session
with Regine to prepare a typical French dish. Walk for non-
painters.

DAY TWELVE: Friday 
Drive to Sisteron for lunch and visit the medieval city
considered the pearl of Provence. 
Afternoon departure from Aix en Provence 
TGV or Marseille airport.
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• 3100 Euro per person, twin share.
• 400 Euro Single Supplement.
• 8 - 12 Participants.

TOUR ONE
Starts Monday 16th of September 2019
Ends Friday 27th September
$500 Deposit per person on booking
Balance 1 August 2019

TOUR TWO
Starts Monday 30th September 2019
Ends Friday 11th October
$500 Deposit per person on booking
Balance 19th August 2019

Activities for non-painters could include*:

Cycling *
Guided mountain walks
Cooking Sessions
*Additional costs may be incurred.

The price includes.

1.   Painting Lessons
2.   Guided Hikes and Excursions
3.   Twin Share Accommodation
4.   Most Meals and Transport
5.   Guide and entrance fees

Price does not include.

1.   Air fares, train fares & travel insurance 
2.   Accommodation in Marseille Sunday 
3.   Lunch for painters when in the high alps
4.   Personal Expenses & optional activities
5.   Twenty Euro kitty for wine and drinks 
     when eating out

Option to travel to France with tour
coordinator, Melbourne to Marseille.

A moderate amount of walking is involved, often
on uneven and/or cobbled streets. There will be
steep inclines and steps especially in the high
Alps. Hikers need to have a moderate level of
fitness. Good hiking shoes, raincoat and
windbreaker.

Tour DetailsVivi Palegeorge

CONTACT IN AUSTRALIA
Terry Earle
Without Pier Gallery
320 Bay Road Cheltenham 3192
Telephone: 03 9583 7577
Mobliel: 0419 541 892
Email: enquiries@withoutpier.com.au

CONTACT IN FRANCE
Geraldine and Emmanuel Arnoldi
Les Palaniuos, 05700 LÉpine
Telephone: (+33) 09 88 18 04 54
Email: emmanuel.arnoldi@nordnet.fr

Emmanuel and Geraldine
Arnoldi welcome you to

their guest house – Les Planious. 
A haven of tranquillity, situated in
the Hautes Alpes department of

France, where Provence meets the Alps.
Nestled in the mountains, the guest
house offers visitors a chance to relax
and enjoy delicious provençal-style
dinners, made from locally-sourced, all-
organic ingredients. It also acts as the
perfect base from which to explore the
surrounding
area on foot,
by bicycle or
by car.
With their
expert knowledge of the area, warm
hospitality and lovable pets, Emmanuel
and Geraldine will ensure your visit to
Les Planious is a memorable one.

Your accommodation at Les Planious

Creating artworks has been a life long passion
for me. I am happy to paint whatever inspires
me at the time; a sunny, colourful beachside

scene, a stormy, windswept landscape, a twig of
cherry blossom catching the morning light, or the
challenging subtle skin tones and lines of the human
figure. 
I love painting in many mediums, primarily
watercolour, acrylic or oils. Choosing which medium
is easy. I usually let my mood and the subject dictate 

it on the day. Sometimes it may be the soft, transparent washes of
watercolour that I would like to see, or I may feel like some spontaneous,
energetic brushwork with acrylics. Once I have achieved what I set out to
do with acrylic or watercolour, I may then challenge myself further to
capture that magic with oils or mixed media. 
I feel very fortunate to be on one of the most exciting journeys an artist can
take. A journey where learning is such a joy and capturing a moment in time
in a painting is so rewarding. A journey where along the way I can pass on
my knowledge and skills and give joy to others whether they are travelling
on the same artistic road or keen to explore the world and magic that art
can bring.

“The Opportunity to paint en
plain air in a charming French
village with Vivi is a chance in a
life time. Highly recommended ”
Craig 2016
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