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interview

To say that House of Meraki
is a jewellery brand that cel-
ebrates emeralds unlike any
other is somewhat of an under-
statement. Suffice to say, the
umbrella term ‘jewellery brand’
hardly does justice to the all-
encompassing jewellery service
that Gargi Rathi and her dedi-
cated team of emerald and jew-
ellery experts provide...

House of Meraki icin, digerlerinin
aksine, zdmraaddn degerini bilen
bir mdicevher markasidir de-
mek yetersiz kalir. Genel tabirle
bir “micevher markasi” demek
Gargi Rathi ve onun zumrdt ve
mdcevher uzmanlarini kapsayan
tim calisma ekibinin sundugu
mucevher hizmetine hak ettigini
vermez.

HER BiR ZUMRUT KENDINE OZGU VE BU OZGUNLUK BENi CEZBEDiYOR

FACH EMERALD IS INDIVIDUAL, AND THIS UNIQUENESS FASCINATES ME

by Katerina Perez
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Exceptional levels of skill, craftsmanship and
intellectual process are behind every individual
step of the jewellery making process at the
House of Meraki. Firstly, the sustainable
gemstone mines Kagem and Kamakanga in
Zambia - as well the Colombian Muzo mine -
are the only sources which the jewellery house
use to provide their emeralds. From there, the
lapidary work is crafted in Jaipur by cutters
who took years to perfect their lapidary skills.
Next, the design element of the creation is
taken care of by the in-house design team
in London, which is then brought to fruition
by a family of Italian master craftsmen who
have previously worked for some of the most
famous and celebrated jewellery houses in
the world.

House — of  Merakide — mucevher
Vyaratma sdrecinin  her bir —adiminin
arkasinda — muazzam  dizeyde  bir
beceri, el isi ve entelektiel bir sire¢
var. Oncelikle Zambiya'da HKagem ve
Kamakanga'min  surddrilebilir — degerli
tas madenleri ve Kolombiyali Muzo
madeni mdcevher merkezinin zimrt
tedarikinde kullanildigi tek kaynaklarai:
Tas calismalarr  Jaipur'da tas oyma
becerilerini gelistirmek icin yillarini veren
kesiciler tarafindan islenir. Daha sonra,
Kreasyonun tasarim kismi Londra daki
kurum ici tasarim ekibinde yapilir ve
sonra ddnyanin en dnld ve taninmis
bazi micevher merkezlerinde daha dnce
calismis usta zanaatkarlardan —olusan
Italyan ailesince son halini alir
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When | recently met the House of Meraki’'s Founder and Creative Director Gargi Rathi
at her London showroom, | was keen to find out the inspiration behind the company,
the history behind her illustrious moniker "The Emerald Lady,” and how it came to be
that she created the first emerald focused fine jewellery brand in the world.

House of Meraki'nin Kurucusu ve Yaraticr Direktord Gargi Rathi ile Londra aaki
galerisinde bulustugumda, sirketin arkasindaki ithami, meshur ‘The Emerald
Lady" isminin arkasindaki hikayeyi kesfetmeye ve dinyadaki ilk zimrdt odakli
has mucevher markasini nasil yarattigini 6grenmeye olaukca hevesliyaim.

Katerina Perez: | find that often people’s
first association with jewellery is one
that shapes their chosen path within
the jewellery world. What is your first
Jjewellery memory?

Gargi Rathi: My first association with
emeralds dates back to my earliest
memories growing up in Zambia. | was
vegetable shopping with my mother in
Lusaka's famous market. Amongst the
fruit and vegetable vendors, | spotted
these incredible green stones, glistening
with the rays of sunlight beaming
through them. The local miners quickly
exchanged rough emeralds on the side of
the street. At the time, few people knew
of the emerald mines in Zambia, with
their exceptionally deep green hues. The
sight of those fascinating gems sparkling
under the African Sun always stayed with
me. Thus, you could say it was love at
first sight!

Katerina Perez:Insanlarin - miicevherle
ilk tanismalarinin genellikle mdicevher
dinyasindaki  yollarini - sekillendirdigini
gdrdim hep. Sizin ilk micevher aniniz
nedir?

Gargi Rathi: Zamrdtlerle ilk karsilasmam
Zambiya'aa buayaadgdm ik yillarima
kadar gidiyor. Lusaka'aa dnlu bir pazarda
annemle birlikte alisveristeydik. Meyve
ve sebze saticilarinin arasinda gunes
isiginda  parlayan bu inanilmaz  yesil
taslar1 fark ettim. Sokadin kenarinda
islenmemis zdmriitleri alelacele satmak
[steyen  yerli madenciler vara. O
zamanlar  Zambiyadaki  yesilin  essiz
aerinligini ve cesitliligini sunan zumrdt
madenlerinden ¢ok az insanin haberi
vardi. Afrika'nin Gunesi altinda parlayan
O buyuleyici  taglarin - gdrantusi - hep
benimle kaldi. Yani bunun adina ilk
gordste ask diyebilirsiniz!
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KP: You are known as ‘The Emerald KAP: Sektdrde ve mdsterileriniz arasinda
Lady’ in the industry and among your  ‘The Emerald Lady’ (Zimrit Kadin)
clients. Why do emeralds hold your olarak biliniyorsunuz. Zimrdtler neden
fascination over all other stones? diger taslaraan Ustin geliyor sizin i¢in?
GR: My obsession with them began at  GR: Zimritlere karsi takintim erken
an early age. Later in life, | started to  yaslarda basladl. Daha sonra gemoloji
study the chemistry behind the green alaninda  yesil  tonlarin  kimyasini
tones within gemmology, and to explore  ¢alismaya ve bu romantik taslarin her
every facet these romantic stones have  bir kesimini kesfetmeye basladim. Her
to offer. Each emerald is individual - no  bir zdmrdt essizdir; hicbiri bir digerine
two are exactly the same - and it is this  benzemez ve bu essizlik beni biydliyor:
uniqueness that has fascinated me. KP:  Genellikle  tasarimcilar — favori
KP: Usually designers will still include taslarina diger degerli taslari da déhil
other precious gemstones alongside ederler. Siz miicevherlerinizde zimriitle
their favourite stone, why did you choose  kullanmak adina neden sadece elmas
to utilise emeralds only accented with  veya inciyi tercih ettiniz?

diamonds or pearls in your jewellery? GR: Ddnyanin  ilk  zdmrdt — odakli
GR: We are proud to be the first emerald — mdcevher merkezi olmaktan dolayi
focused jewellery house in the world.  gurur duyuyoruz. Bence tek bir degerli
| feel that it is extremely important to  fas dzerinde ustalasmak ve onu en fyi
master one specific gemstone and to be  sekilde sunan olmak son derece onemii.
the best at showcasing it. We dress our  Zdmrdtlerimizi— ham  guzelliklerini
emeralds with diamonds and pearls to  esitlemek adina elmas ve incilerle
offset their raw beauty. beziyoruz.
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