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What is Coronavirus? 
 
According to https://www.fitfortravel.nhs.uk/ “Coronaviruses are a family of viruses that can cause a 
range of illnesses, from the common cold to more severe infections like MERS-CoV and SARS (severe 
acute respiratory syndrome).” 
 
On 24th January 2020, the World Health Organisation said: “not enough is known about the 
epidemiology of 2019-nCoV to draw definitive conclusions about the full clinical features of the 
disease, the intensity of the human-to-human transmission, and the original source of the 
outbreak”. More recently, however, Chinese authorities have confirmed that the disease is 
infectious before patients are symptomatic. 
 
 
Where is the outbreak? 
 
The outbreak started in Wuhan in Hubei Province, China. Cases have also been confirmed in Hong 
Kong, and the USA, France, and Australia, among others. Hong Kong has declared a state of 
emergency and shut all schools and universities until February 17.  
 
As of 14th February 2020, nine patients in England have tested positive for coronavirus. Based on the 
World Health Organization’s declaration that this is a public health emergency of international 
concern, the UK Chief Medical Officers have raised the risk to the public from low to moderate. This 
permits the government to plan for all eventualities. The risk to individuals remains low. 
 
 
What is the situation with Hive campers coming from China and specified countries? 
 
In addition to China, the specified countries are Hong Kong, Japan, Macau, Malaysia, Republic of 
Korea, Singapore, Taiwan, and Thailand. 
 
The Hive follows the advice provided on the government website: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-guidance-to-assist-
professionals-in-advising-the-general-public/guidance-to-assist-professionals-in-advising-the-
general-public 
 

o The Hive is unable to welcome any child who has returned from anywhere in Hubei 
province, including Wuhan, in the last 14 days 

o Any child who has returned from, or transited through, China (other than Hubei) or a 
specified country in the last 14 days is welcome at The Hive if they are well  

o Any child who has returned from, or transited through, China (other than Hubei) or a 
specified country in the last 14 days cannot attend The Hive if they are unwell  
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How to prevent the spread of infection? 
 
There are SIX general principles you NEED TO FOLLOW AT CAMP to help prevent the spread of 
respiratory viruses, including: 
1. Making sure campers and staff wash their hands often - with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. They should use an alcohol-based hand sanitiser that contains at least 60% alcohol if 
soap and water are not available.  

2. Making sure campers and staff avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed 
hands 

3. Making sure campers and staff avoid close contact with people who are sick 
4. Making sure campers and staff stay at home and do not attend camp if they’re feeling unwell 
5. Making sure campers and staff cover their cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue 

in a bin  
6. Making sure Hive staff and Eltham College cleaning staff clean and disinfect frequently touched 

objects and surfaces 
 
 
What are the symptoms? 
 
Symptoms usually include: 

• feeling tired 
• difficulty breathing 
• a high temperature 
• a cough. 

 
What to do if a child or staff member develops the symptoms whilst at camp? 
 
1. The child / staff member should be kept 2 metres away from others and if possible in a room or 

area where they can be isolated behind a shut door, such as a staff office or unused classroom.  
2. Make sure that children know to tell a teacher if they feel unwell.  
3. If it’s possible to open a window, do so for ventilation. If the child / staff member needs to go to 

the bathroom whilst waiting for medical assistance, they should use a separate bathroom if 
available. 

4. The Camp Director should call NHS 111, or 999 if an emergency, and tell them which country the 
child / staff member have returned from in the last 14 days. 

 
 
How to clean a shared space? 
 
If a child / staff member becomes ill whilst at camp, the shared areas should be cleaned using 
disposable cloths and household detergents.  
 


