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Plagiarism at The Hive 
 

 

 
The purpose of the Forest School portfolio is to help you demonstrate your knowledge and 
understanding of the Forest School ethos, principles and practice.  
 
 
As part of your training with The Hive, we expect you to complete your portfolio independently and 
honestly. This means using your own words and attributing other information sources to their 
author(s).  
 
 
When you submit a draft or final portfolio, you are asked to confirm that the work you are 
submitting is your own and has not been written by anyone else. Whilst you may collaborate with 
others in studying, submitted work copied from or written jointly with others is not acceptable.  
 
 
 

What is plagiarism? 
 
Plagiarism is presenting, without acknowledgement, someone else’s ideas or work as your own, with 
or without their consent. All published and unpublished material, including manuscript, printed or 
electronic form, is covered under this definition.  
 
 
If you submit a portfolio that contains work that is not your own, without clearly indicating this to 
the assessor (and referencing your sources), you are committing ‘plagiarism’, which is academic 
misconduct.  
 
 
Plagiarism might occur in a portfolio when: 
 
● using a sentence that you have come across or translated from another source 
● copying word-for-word directly from a text or other source 
● paraphrasing or translating the words from a text or other source very closely 
● using text downloaded from the internet, including that exchanged on social networks 
● borrowing statistics or assembled facts from another person or source 
● copying or downloading figures, photographs, pictures or diagrams without acknowledging your 

sources 
● copying comments or notes from a tutor 
● copying content from a fellow trainee 
● paying for work from other sources and passing it as your own 
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How does The Hive monitor plagiarism? 
 

The Hive regards plagiarism in portfolios as a serious matter, which can lead to you failing the 

course. It is also something that Open College Network West Midlands, our accreditation body, 

monitors very closely. As a result, we ask that you make sure the content you submit is yours and 

yours only.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your responsibility as a trainee:  

 

● All trainees registered in a Forest School course at The Hive need to complete a plagiarism 

statement, which they should include at the beginning of their portfolio. Guidance is included in 

your portfolio template. 

 

● We also ask all trainees to run any content they might be unsure of through a plagiarism 

checker. There are numerous free online plagiarism checkers for trainees to use. We have 

included a few examples below but there are many more online: 

o https://smallseotools.com/plagiarism-checker/ 

o https://www.duplichecker.com/free-tools.php 

o https://www.quetext.com/plagiarism-checker 

o http://plagiarisma.net/ 

 

 

 

How The Hive checks for plagiarism  
 

We use the premium Grammarly’s plagiarism checker tool, which can detect plagiarism from billions 

of web pages. This tool allows us to identify quickly any content that might have been copied from 

existing sources. 

 

 

Please note that for every training cohort, we check 10% of submissions for plagiarism. We select 

submissions randomly and / or when we suspect that plagiarism might have occurred (it’s worth 

noting that plagiarism seems to be a particular issue for Unit 5). 

https://smallseotools.com/plagiarism-checker/
https://www.duplichecker.com/free-tools.php
https://www.quetext.com/plagiarism-checker
http://plagiarisma.net/
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What happens if you are thought to have plagiarised? 
 

If we think you have plagiarised content, penalties may range from giving you an opportunity to 

rewrite what you have submitted to facing expulsion from the course, depending on the seriousness 

of the occurrence. Please remember that even if plagiarism is inadvertent, it can result in a penalty.  

 

 

As mentioned, the purpose of the portfolio is to help you demonstrate your knowledge and 
understanding of the Forest School ethos, principles and practice. You have registered on this course 
because of your interest in Forest School and plagiarism could put a stop to your chance of 
becoming a Forest School Leader or Assistant.  
It’s really not worth jeopardising ☺   


