
A nyone can eat outdoors. Even gaming 
enthusiasts occasionally don nuclear-

test-grade sunglasses, open the ranch slider, 
and tuck into a bowl of oven fries and an 

energy drink on the back porch. But that’s not 
picnicking, says Assoc. Prof. Alan Blackwall, 
a Greytown-based specialist in all forms of 
conspicuous consumption.
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The Picnic Papers
A CATALOGUE OF EXCELLENT WARES, WITH BONUS JOKES

Mr Blackwell wonders why his wine glass has only been half-filled. 



“A picnic is a romantic or, at the very least, an 
intimate social interaction requiring careful 
attention to environment, props and ambience. 
It’s an outdoors date, if you will. And if you treat 
it as such, you have the opportunity to become a 
romantic hero.”

“What do you mean?” asked the Bugle cub 
reporter, quietly pleased with his open-ended 
question.

“Look, I’d normally charge $255 + GST an hour 
for this advice, but you and your journal look 
like you need a break. I’ll allow you to reproduce 
essential extracts from my latest book, Take the 
Grizzly Down: How to Become an Alpha Picnicker 
(RRP $49.90).” 

Do some research, because location will make or 
break your picnic. That leafy paddock on the edge 
of town might look convenient, until you discover 
the local Moto X Club uses the land next door 
every second Saturday in Spring for an activity 
they gleefully refer to as ‘blatting’. 

The perfect setting might involve a drive or bicycle 
ride and a walk, which involves time, so planning 
is essential. Factor in time for preparation (of 
comestibles and yourself), travelling, and your 
daily catch-up with your mother’s latest news.

Choosing a location where a river chatters, the 
breeze rustles the treetops, or the surf crashes not 
only creates romantic ambience, but might also 
prove useful later on (see 7 further on).

Oh, and check the weather forecast, soldier. 

If you answer this question with: “One second... 
One second… LOL!!!! … Sorry, what was 
the question?” picnicking is not for you. Go back 
to your chippie-crumbed sofa. The correct response 
is: “My phone is silenced and in my pocket, for use 
only in the event of an attack by feral budgies.”
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The Setting

Where Is Your Phone?

“Picnicking is a clearly codified 
activity with measurable 
performance indicators,” 
says the Professor, while 
adjusting his false Groucho 
moustache and ignoring pointed 
suggestions from passers-by that 
he is ‘ just that pushy bike guy’. 

Our Extra Large Picnic Blanket Totes 
are fully machine washable and wipe 
clean on the grassy side.
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Carrying food and drink to your chosen venue 
in a 37-year-old plastic D.E.K.A. bag won’t 
cut it. Using the right equipment – a seriously 
magnificent basket containing all necessary 
drinkware, dishware and utensils, and a cosy 
waterproof blanket specifically crafted for the 
purpose – will cement your status as a fully 
committed picnicker of the highest order.

Now, please note that very little money has been 
exchanged for this endorsement, and mostly in 
minor dictatorship currencies. Got that reporter 
boy? But there’s a retailer based on Main Street, 
Greytown… fine fellow… Blackwell I believe he 
calls himself although that might be an alias. He 
has an exceptional range of world-class baskets 
and blankets suitable for every level of al fresco 
consumption. “Unsurpassed” would be a good 
word for you to use. What’s the matter boy? I don’t 
see you writing that down.

You like Cheesels. That’s excellent, and we’re not 
judging. But your picnicking partner is. Your 
local bakery or even the supermarket deli are 
good places to start for basket stockers. However, 
homegrown, organic, homemade with love… those 
are the catch cries of the alpha picnicker. 

Preparing some safe, clean and only mildly 
cringeworthy jokes, and practicing your witty 
repartee, will ensure relaxation and enjoyment 
are the order of the day and you’ll come away 
looking like the sensitive romantic lead in an early-
afternoon weekday TV romcom.   For pity’s sake, 
no whinging, unsubstantiated gossip or extremist 
views. That’s what your phone is for (see no. 2).

Your phone. Don’t.

Consider taking favourite books with you for a 
long post-meal outdoors reading session. Or just 
‘be’. Listen to and feel nature. Relax. Breathe. 

No! Leave it!

Blackwell Bugle 

The Equipment

The Food

The Topics of Conversation

The Delicate Matter

What Happens When the 
Eating and Talking are Done?

 
www.blackwellandsons.nz

SEARCH:  ‘Picnic’

The Charleston Picnic Basket from 
Blackwell and Sons is the pinnacle 
of picnicing products.

Issue 20

Eating. Fresh air. Lively conversation. They 
can trigger unexpected physical and chemical 
reactions deep within. This can be tricky. 
Ambient noise, wind direction and proximity of 
emergency changing facilities must be considered 
before any subtle correction of internal air 
pressure imbalances is attempted. Please see my 
bestseller The Barking Dog: 100 Tips for Undetected 
Al Fresco Release (RRP $79.90) for situation-
specific strategies.

“There is much, much more to the science of 
picnicking,” adds the Professor, absent-mindedly 
winking at a local bookseller who, for the 
purposes of this charade, is ‘not actually his wife’. 

“But people from some parts of Upper Hutt* who 
might be reading this aren’t quite ready for it, so 
I’ll leave it there.”
*Mr Blackwell is originally from Upper Hutt and claims 
immunity from any comments he makes relating to his birthplace.
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Being outside together makes us 
healthier and happier

It would have to be a hurricane sweeping 
through Greytown to keep Millie and me inside 

now. We’re getting some new routines established 
as the home vegetable plot becomes a daily priority 
in our lives – and the art of feeding ourselves 
becomes an act of conservation, nutrition and care 
for ourselves and each other.

What’s this got to do with running a bicycle store? 
When we first opened Blackwell and Sons, we 
thought a lot about the type of cycling everyday 
people like us enjoy. We wanted to spend more 
time being active, and less using our car for local 
errands. Everyday cycling for movement and 
enjoyment, a quick grocery top up, a ride to the 
local café or our favourite Greytown restaurants 
was the goal. And as we spoke to others who 
were interested in our handmade Pashley British 
bicycles, we found many similarities in what was 
important at this stage in our lives. Everything 
seemed to revolve around ‘slow’; travel, exercise, 
reading and food. So we built Blackwell and Sons’ 
foundation on the idea of slow motion, creating a 
store based on a lifestyle rather than a product.

In a most simplistic way,  slow gardening synchs 
us up with how nature originally designed our 
perfect eating regime. We grow the fruits and 
vegetables that flourish locally and seasonally, we 
feed our soil what it needs to be a healthy organism 
in its own right (yes, only organic. Nature didn’t 
build concentrated chemicals into its optimum 
soil design), and as a bonus feature, we move and 
stretch and bend our own bodies to pull weeds 
and maintain our gardens, getting good doses of 
sunlight and fresh air at the same time. And the 
rewards come in the form of a bounty of the best 

tasting, freshest and healthiest produce we can 
share with many local people we care about. Millie 
and I get a lot of joy bagging up any excess vegie 
abundance, popping it in our baskets and biking it 
over to friends who will enjoy it. Are we motivated 
by the glass of wine or two that seems to come 
with such a visit? Maybe!

Gardening makes us happier. For Millie, it gives 
her a chance to think deeply without distractions, 
phone notifications or emails. For me, the garden 
has an uncanny knack of planting fresh business 
ideas in my head while I prepare to plant young 
seedlings into the raised beds I have looked 
after throughout the winter. For both of us, the 
satisfaction of knowing we are feeding ourselves 
and others nutrient rich food from healthy soils in 
our little piece of this beautiful planet, is immense.

We hope you can find a  spot in your back yard, 
or on a balcony or even a kitchen window sill to 
grow some real food of your own. And if you have 
some time to pop into Blackwell and Sons to see our 
garden range, you’ll find Michelle and Trish are 
also very keen gardeners and have some stories of 
their own to share.

Adam Blackwell  –  Proprietor

Better soil, 
fresher food, 

deeper love
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“Now that we are in wonderful Greytown and 
have hired our Wisper Wayfarer e-bicycles from 
the Blackwell and Sons Workshop, and are fully 
schooled in their simple operation, I have a 
serious confession to make, my love,” said Mr. W. 
Wimpleplinker, a visitor from Havelock North.

“Goodness,” replied Mrs. W, “that’s quite the 
preamble. Is everything okay?”

“No, no, it isn’t… I… I…” The slender gentleman 
could no longer hold the gaze of his life partner.

“What is it, cupcake? Tell me!”

“Gaaaarrh! I caaaaan’t!” His voice trembled now.

“Look, I already know about the Celine Dion 
CDs. Is that it?”

“Nooo!” moaned Mr W, blushing somewhat.

“Then what? Is there another? Are you secretly 
besotted with Wendy Petrie?”

“Nooo! There’ll never be anyone but you, cherry 
blossom. You know that!”

“Are you in trouble with the law? Did you steal 
some of that incredible, indescribably delicious 
GDC gin now available for exclusive tasting and 
purchase at the rear of the Blackwell and Sons 
emporium?” Mrs W. proffered, quietly conscious

that normal conversations between actual people 
don’t sound like that.

“No, I did not.” Mr. Wimpleplinker tried to 
gather himself, as a single tear traced a salty path 
down his left check, dropped onto his stylish 
Swedish Imbris Rain Poncho hired for the ride, 
then immediately beaded and slid off the garment’s 
durable, PFC-free, water-repellent surface. “It’s 
worse than that.”

Mrs. W placed her hands on her husband’s 
shoulders and looked him squarely in the eyes. 
“Talk. Now. No judgements. No retributions. Go.”

“I… It’s just that…oh the shame… gulp… I have 
no idea where we’re going. I NEED TO LOOK 
AT A MAP!” he blurted.

Scan this QR code to 
download printable 
Greytown cycling route 
maps, or follow our 
interactive riding routes 
on your phone.

Scan this QR code to 
book your Blackwell and Sons 
e-bicycle hire online.
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Guidance counselling
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“The MVP bags are my absolute 
favourite. You can feel and smell 
the quality of the leather, and 
the craftsmanship is beyond 
comparison. I’d be thrilled to receive anything 
from the range. And because top-grade leather 
is used, every piece is unique.”

“For me, the Barebones lanterns 
are the business. They’re 
amazingly practical, with their 
adjustable LED output and long-
life Li-ion rechargeable batteries, but also 
incredibly stylish. They’ve got a timeless 
vintage look and the seeded glass and 
metallic accents are very, very cool.”

$13.90
from

$24.90
from

Duke Cannon cleansing 
and grooming products

Greytown Honey 
selection

“I love working in the emporium 
because buying gifts for the 
family is so easy! For Wayne 
and the other boys in my life, 
it’s Duke Cannon all the way. They’re fantastic 
cleansing and grooming products with cheeky 
names and descriptions. Very funny! And the 
grandchildren just love Greytown Honey. So do I. 
That’s a hint, Wayne, if you’re reading…”

“A British hand-built Pashley 
bicycle. Plain and simple. 
It’s how this all started.”  

Top team picks 
for tears-of-

joy GIFT giving

$1,995.00
from

Pashley bicycle range 
pedal or electric assist
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MICHELLE

SHANE

TRISH

MR BLACKWELL
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MVP Dopp Bag 
three colourways

MVP Backpack 
two colourways

$299.90

$279.90

$149.90

MVP Sports Duffel 
three colourways

1

2

3

Barebones Railroad Lantern 
two colourways

$169.904

Barebones Forest Lantern 
two colourways

$119.905

$79.90Barebones Beacon 
three colourways6

$59.90Barebones Mini Lantern 
two colourways7
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“Oh,” said Mr. C. Bowcuss, an unconfirmed but 
almost certain lifelong bachelor from southern 
Greytown. “That’s a bit showy, isn’t it?”

His rather accusatory remark was directed at Mrs. 
T. Longstaff, VP of Customer Care at Blackwell 
and Sons of Main Street, as he cast a critical eye 
upon a new emporium display emblazoned with 
the name Blackwell Heritage Harvest, featuring 
merchandise of a horticultural nature, 

“How do you mean, sir?” responded Mrs. 
Longstaff, fixing the smile that had made her a 
frontrunner in almost every Warmest Customer 
Welcome competition held anywhere, ever.

“Well, I mean, it all looks very nice with the 
poster, the drop-dead gorgeous seed packets, 
cultivating tools, bags and witty garden-themed 
tee shirts, but is there any substance behind the 
show? A serious gardener will be looking for more 
than just theatre.”

“By substance,” said Mrs. L, pausing for a 
moment but still smiling, “do you mean seeds, 
including some heirloom varieties, that are 
carefully selected by experts to suit New Zealand 
growing conditions; tools, bags and gloves made 
by Barebones Living – a US company renowned for 
quality and a commitment to improving the lives 
of the less-fortunate and minimising pollution 
and waste; roomy, durable and easy-clean totes 
for transporting fresh produce from the market 
or garden to the kitchen; and hats that will keep 
UV at a safe level but not overheat the craniums of 
dedicated summertime gardeners?”

“Uh, yep,” said Mr. Bowcuss, sheepishly checking 
his watch while not actually wearing one. “Good 
work. Keep it up.”

Pruned back 
to size

‘Heritage Harvest’  
and ‘Barebones’  

www.blackwellandsons.nz
SEARCH:

Blackwell Bugle Issue 208



Our brand new Heritage 
Harvest seed selection is 
available in store 
and online.
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“What in good heaven happened here?” asked Mr. 
A. Blackwell, proprietor of Blackwell and Sons of 
Main Street, Greytown, and well-known stirrer 
of pots.

The enquiry was made while peering into his 
own storage warehouse at a substantial gap once 
occupied by substantial, well, substance.

“Sold,” responded Mr. S. Kelly, General Manager 
of the aforementioned enterprise and well-known 
word economist. 

“What sold?”

“Buddyrider bicycle pet seats.”

“All that?” said Mr. Blackwell, waving a 
disbelieving arm in the general direction of 
the void.

“Yep.”

“That’s hundreds!”

“Yep.”

“You mean to tell me that the good cyclists of 
Aotearoa have fallen that heavily in love with 
a seat that holds their four-legged best friend 
comfortably and safely in front of them on their 
bicycle, making the riding experience utterly 
delightful for both?

“Yep.”

“Best order some more then.”

“Yep.”

Gone to the dogs

 
www.blackwellandsons.nz

SEARCH:  ‘Buddyrider’ 

A very comfortable Buddyrider Booster Seat.
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“You sound a little irritated, my love,” declared 
Ms. V. Fullplatter, lawyer, local body politician, 
Chair of Boards, Trusts and fundraising 
campaigns and wife extraordinaire, as she peered 
around her vertiginous paperwork.

“Spot on as usual Ms. F,” responded her 
significantly less-decorated spouse, who’d 
bemoaned many things during the course of 

that afternoon, mostly pertaining to the unruly 
behaviour of young people and the outrageous cost 
of stuff. 

“Why don’t you wander down to the Greytown 
Distilling Company tasting room in the Blackwell 
and Sons emporium at 110 Main Street,” proffered 
Ms. Fullplatter. “I hear they’ve just released a new 
selection of locally distilled, handcrafted gins to 
sample. You like a nice gin, don’t you dear?”

“Why, Ms. F,” he replied. “What a marvellous 
idea. It really wouldn’t be so bad if I slipped out for 
a quiet one, now would it?”

“Not so bad at all, my dear. A nice quiet one. 
Blissful.”

Taste it at Blackwell and Sons, 110 Main Street, 
Greytown. Weekends and Holidays  10am to 4pm.

Purchase it at www.greytowngin.com 

A tantalizing taste
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NIWA scientists recently declared Winter 2022 
to be the warmest on record, citing a range of 
broadscale and local factors affecting airflow and 
heat distribution.

“In South Wairarapa,” said Dr. P. Finkelpimpers, 
“it appears a series of micro-scale events centred 
just off Main Street, Greytown, contributed 
to abnormally warm and convivial conditions 
throughout the month of July.

“Quite anomalous really. We’re checking the data 
carefully,” he added, adjusting his Roman Sandals 
distractedly.

“Early indications are there was a centrally located 
source of both direct heat – perhaps from some 
sort of well-utilised outdoor cooking facility – and 
secondary warmth, which we believe could only 
have been generated by an entire community 
coming together as one in celebratory mood. It 
would’ve taken businesspeople, sponsors, local 
leaders, volunteers… everyone… to create that 
level of energy.”

Dr. Finkelpimpers went on to say that early 
analysis of summertime climate drivers suggests a 

repeat of the phenomenon is certain.

“Friday and Saturday evenings throughout 
the season look to be particularly warm and 
welcoming,” he forecast. “Several of the climate 
team wish to investigate. We plan to bring our 
families. It might take several weeks of research 
and analysis to come to a scientifically sound 
conclusion.”

Truckstop Greytown (down the driveway behind 
102 Main Street)

Open from 5pm – 8pm every Friday and Saturday 
throughout summer for gourmet food truck fare, 
non-alcoholic beverages, music and family-
friendly frivolity.

Climate change 
for the better

Blackwell Bugle Issue 2012



“I need a den,” said Mr. E. St John DeVere, 
semi-retired gamekeeper of Martinborough. 
“One with hardwood-panelling, a few grandmaster 
reproductions on the walls, perhaps a boar’s head 
or two, and a secret panel that leads through an 
underground passageway to a nearby moor.”

“For pity’s sake,” responded Mrs. DeVere. 
“What on earth for?”

“It is the only acceptable environment in which 
to display and utilise my luxury and heirloom 
boardgames acquired from Mr. A. Blackwell Esq. 
of Blackwell and Sons, Main Street, Greytown,” he 
replied, providing more detail than Mrs. DeVere 
required or desired.

“I mean, look at the gold leaf work, the solid 
walnut and complementing veneers, the diecast 
metal and the all-round detailing,” he continued. 
“Look at the sheer beauty of these items. They 
must not be defiled in a mere family room or, 
heaven help, a… a… rumpus room.”

“Nonsense,” said Mrs. DeVere, who was well-used 
to her husband’s fantastical excesses. “We can 
display them here on the sideboard in the lounge. 
You want them on display, don’t you? Where the 
fellows from the lodge can see them?”

“Well, yes, I suppose,” conceded her husband. 
“But may I at least acquire a pipe and smoking 
jacket for occasions when the games are in use?”

“Knock yourself out,” said Mrs. D, inwardly 
battling an urge to make her figurative response 
literal. 

“And a slightly obese Bassett Hound named 
Arthur, who will sit by my side while I play?”

“Oh for the love of…”

Heirloom Chess/
Multi-game Set

Luxury Monopoly Heirloom 
Monopoly Set

Luxury Clue 
(Cluedo) Set

Luxury and 
excess
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Soapbox for champions
Duke Cannon grooming and cleansing products, 

on subscription, direct to your door!

PER DELI V ERYPER DELI V ERY

Your annual subscription 
will get you:
1.  Four home-delivered boxes (one every three 

months) boasting a Duke Cannon Big 
Ass Brick of Soap, Duke Cannon Natural 
Charcoal Deodorant, Duke Cannon Solid 
Cologne and Duke Cannon Lip Balm – 
combined value over $60. Selections may 
vary, especially as new and innovative 
products are released.

2.  The latest copy of Blackwell Bugle, which 
independent estimates value at $49.90 alone.

3.  Tips on hygiene, grooming and the art of 
romance from Mr Blackwell, who married 
well above his station so is worth listening to.

4.  The odd surprise. What? No. No clues. 
It’s a surprise.

Not a gentlemen champion? Hands made 
for swiping not sledgehammering? Rather 

get someone in than do it yourself? No 
judgement here. Just gift the Dukebox to 

your dad or brother-in-law instead.

Get four boxed selections (one every three 
months - $59.90 per delivery) of superior 
quality Duke Cannon grooming products, 
and occasional surprises, direct to your door.

Products are chosen personally by Mr A. 
Blackwell, self-appointed director of hygiene 
maintenance and odour warfare at Blackwell 
and Sons, who knows first-hand how hard 
work can upset a fellow’s equilibrium 
(removing USB plugs and restocking the 
paper tray can be devilishly difficult).

$$5959.90.90
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EXTRA!
Sensible and practical despatches from the proprietor of Mrs Blackwell’s Village Bookshop

I look forward to picking up a book like many 
people look forward to stepping out for a 

coffee or going for a walk, or playing sport. For 
me, it’s both a guaranteed escape from whatever 
else has been consuming my energy, as well as 
an opportunity to recharge and ensure I move 
forward with the help of some high quality input.

Reading is a moment when I stop the constant 
task-switching that's required of most of us in 
our workdays, and instead indulge in a purposely 
slow, single minded pursuit of new knowledge or 
worlds. Yes, it takes effort to put my phone aside 
but I do it knowing I'm guaranteed to finish a 
reading session - even if it's a mere 10 minutes 
- feeling more informed, rewarded and relaxed. 
Something my phone can never do.

I know I’m not alone in feeling this way (“thank 
goodness,” thinks the bookshop owner!) so I’ve 
dedicated my entire half of this Bugle to a special 
list of titles for anyone else who takes pleasure in 
reading as I do. 

It’s a box of chocolates that reflects the incredible 
diversity of readers and publishing. And there 
are a few other bookish things thrown in there 
for good measure. Not all titles are brand new; 
I’ve carefully included some long-term bestsellers 
to ensure you don’t overlook great books that 

have lasted the distance or are so popular they’ve 
earned a reprint. I’ve organised the books into 
loose themes to help you navigate your way 
through the list.

Finally, whether you’re staying in or passing 
through Greytown these next few months, please 
introduce yourselves when you visit us! One of 
the absolute joys of small town retailing is real 
people conversing with real guests in a real place. 
The entire Village Bookshop team loves real-time 
social interaction… well, apart from when we’re 
reading! 

Millie Blackwell  –  Proprietor, 
Mrs Blackwell’s Village Bookshop

SUMMER = 
MORE LIGHT TO 

READ BY!
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Rooms of 
Their Own
Crossing centuries, 
continents and genres, 
Alex Johnson pooled 50 
of the best writers and 
transports you to the 
heart of their writing 
rooms. A unique 
examination of the 
spaces in which famous 
writers created their 
most notable works.
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Rooms
A peek inside beautiful 
New Zealand homes, 
with award-winning 
photographer Jane 
Ussher. Includes over 
300 images and a 
supporting essay by 
John Walsh. 

How to Feed a 
Dictator
Witold Szabłowski 
tracked down the 
personal chefs of five 
dictators, including 
Iraq’s Saddam Hussein 
and Uganda’s Idi 
Amin. A single 
culinary mistake could 
be fatal, but a well-
seasoned dish could 
change their life!

Chip Shop in 
Poznan
In 2016, curiosity took 
Ben Aitken to Poland. 
He wanted to know 
what Poles in the UK 
had left behind. He 
flew to a place he'd 
never heard of and 
accepted a job in a chip 
shop on the minimum 
wage. The book follows 
his year-long adventure. 

Waiter in Paris
A Waiter in Paris 
charts Edward 
Chisholm's jaw-
dropping experiences 
while serving tables in 
the French capital, a 
demi-monde of sadistic 
managers, thieves, 
fighting for tips and 
drug dealers.
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Homegrown 
Happiness 
Whether you have a 
small urban section 
or a rambling, shady 
backyard, Homegrown 
Happiness will help you 
create the perfect garden. 
Wellington-based Elien 
Lewis leads you through 
a year in your vegetable 
garden. Includes 
seasonal recipes.

Paper Cage
Masterton isn’t a big 
town. The community’s 
tight, if not always 
harmonious. So when 
a child goes missing – 
and then another – it’s 
a big deal for everyone. 
A nail-biting thriller by 
New Zealand novelist 
Tom Baragwanath.

Grand 
National Radio 
presenter and 
Featherston local, 
Noelle McCarthy, 
examines her 
childhood in Ireland 
and her relationship 
with a very 
complicated mother 
in one of this year's 
best-selling memoirs.

Over the Hill 
to Greytown
Samual Oates, an early 
Pākehā settler of the 
Wairarapa, sets off from 
Wellington to plant a 
gum tree in Greytown. 
Along the way he meets 
a cast of characters 
that hitch a ride on his 
barrow. A true story 
about Greytown for 
readers aged 3-6. 

Wellington 
Architecture: 
A Walking Guide
Explore 120 buildings 
and five routes around 
our capital city with this 
pocket guide, by John 
Walsh. A perfect guide 
for holiday visitors!

Wishy Washy 
Wonder 
What do a tractor, 
some clothes, a letter, a 
cat, a garden, a mirror, 
and a card have in 
common? They are all 
part of the wonder of 
life with Mrs Wishy 
Washy! This hardcover 
collection of Joy 
Cowley stories will be 
a keepsake for a young 
reader in your life.

Enough about them! A little closer to home…
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Ask a Historian
How old is curry? 
What were history’s 
weirdest medical 
procedures that actually 
worked? How much 
horse manure was 
splattered on the streets 
of Tudor London? BBC 
podcaster and public 
historian Greg Jenner 
provides answers to 
things you always 
wondered about, but 
didn’t know who to ask. 

Poo Bingo 
Kids will delight 
in discovering that 
wombats poo in cubes 
and penguins poo 
in squirts that come 
in different colours 
depending on what 
they've eaten! Be the 
first to fill your game 
card to win BINGO! 
Part of a Bingo series 
for kids that includes 
Dinosaur Bingo, Jungle 
Bingo and Farm Bingo.
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Perfect Pitch
Most of us have the 
capacity to enjoy 
classical music but 
often don’t know 
where to begin. In 
this delightful book, 
historian Tim Bouverie 
provides a short 
introduction to 101 
classical pieces and 
recommends recordings 
to try (a Spotify 
playlist is available to 
accompany this book). 

History of New 
Zealand in 100 
Objects
Award-winning 
historian Jock Phillips 
takes us through 
100 objects from our 
shared past. A sewing 
kete, the Endeavour 
cannons and the Biko 
shields that protected 
protestors during the 
1981 Springbok Tour 
are among the many 
items explored. 
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$$3030.90.90 $$5555.90.90

$$5555.90.90 $$4040.90.90



The Way Home
Tales from a life 
without technology. 
Guardian columnist 
Mark Boyle spends a 
year with no running 
water, no car, no 
electricity or any of the 
things it powers: the 
internet, phone, washing 
machine, radio or light 
bulb. Just a wooden 
cabin on a smallholding 
in County Galway. An 
unforgettable read.

Four Thousand Weeks
If you live to 80 years of age, you'll enjoy just 4000 weeks on planet earth. 
This is an uplifting and deeply realistic exploration of how we can best use 
our absurdly short allotment of time. Sure to transform your relationship 
with to-do lists, your inbox and other distractions, this book comes with Mrs 
Blackwell's money back guarantee. If you don't enjoy it you can return it for 
your money back.

Discipline is 
Destiny
Ryan Holiday shows 
us how to cultivate 
willpower, moderation 
and self-control. 
From Aristotle and 
Marcus Aurelius to 
Toni Morrison and 
Queen Elizabeth II, he 
illuminates the great 
exemplars of these 
practices and what we can learn from 
them. Moderation is not about abstinence: 
it’s about self-respect, focus and balance. 

Granny 
McFlitter, The 
Knit Before 
Christmas 
Granny McFlitter 
is back and craftier 
than ever! This time she 
must save Christmas at 
the zoo, one lightning- 
quick stitch at a time! 
A delightfully knotty 
and knitty festive tale from the award-
winning creators of the Granny McFlitter 
series. Other titles available in store.

Granny Wars  
Take turns amassing 
points for your 
favourite Granny. 
A game for all ages!

But I'm addicted to my phone. Please help me!

STOP! GRANNY TIME!
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$$4040.90.90$$2525.90.90
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Simple Fancy
Sisters and bestselling 
authors, Margo and 
Rosa Flanagan, the 
Two Raw Sisters, 
are back! Delicious, 
effortlessly simple 
plant-based meals 
for every kind of 
eater – whether you’re 
entertaining a crowd 
or cooking for one. 
Simple Fancy puts fruits and 
vegetables first, with 90 great 
recipes and 20 menu ideas.

The Official 
Downton Abbey 
Afternoon Tea 
Cookbook
Capture the essence 
of teatime at Downton 
Abbey with classic 
recipes for sweets and 
savouries, etiquette notes, 
tea service knowhow, and 
lavish imagery.

Dreaming in 
Petals
Auckland-based stylist 
Sandra Kaminski uses 
flowers and foliage 
throughout the year to 
showcase the changing 
seasons and create 
beautiful moments. Of 
course, it wouldn’t be a 
Kaminski book without 
a chapter on Christmas, 
her favourite holiday season!

RHS Gardeners 
Five-Year Record 
Book
An illustrated notebook 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society, 
to record what happens 
in the garden over a five- 
year period. Structured 
week by week, you can 
track what germinates, 
flowers or fruits, and how the 
weather affects flowering and 
fruiting seasons and harvests.
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$$3333.90.90



Native Plants 
and Native Birds 
of Aotearoa
Introductions to the 
unique bird and plant 
life of Aotearoa. Sixty 
of our most interesting 
species are described 
and carefully drawn 
in these gorgeous 
hardcover guides from 
Te Papa Press.

Joshua Weissman: 
An Unapologetic 
Cookbook
Frustrated by the 
barrage of minimal 
ingredient / minimal 
time cookbooks, Joshua 
Weissman shows that 
great cooking does, and 
should, take time. For a 
superior and potentially 
life-changing experience he shows you 
why you can (and should) make your 
burgers and condiments from scratch. 

Better, Bolder, 
Different 
Popular Kiwi 
Instagrammer Kate 
Hall (@ethicallykate) 
shares her infectious 
philosophy of joy-filled 
living with people and 
the planet in mind. Kate 
shows us how to embrace 
sustainable living by 
doing things differently, looking after 
what we have, prioritising wellbeing 
and living with less waste.

Blackwell Bugle Issue 20

And, And, 
whatever whatever 
you read, you read, 
read it read it 
with a with a 
cocktail!cocktail!
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$$4848.90.90 $$4040.90.90

$$4545.90.90 $$3535.90.90 $$3737.90.90

Vegan Japaneasy 
Believe it or not, 
Japanese cuisine is 
generally quite vegan- 
friendly, and many 
dishes can be made 
vegan with just a simple 
substitution or two. 
Enjoy the same big, 
bold, salty-sweet-spicy- 
rich-umami recipes 
of modern Japanese 
soul food without so much as glancing 
down the meat and dairy aisles. And 
best of all, it’s easy to make!

$$2727.90.90
eacheach

$$5050.90.90



Book Darts 
A tin of 50 line markers 
in bronze, stainless 
steel or brass. A book 
dart marks exactly 
where you stopped and 
works as a line marker 
for discoveries you want 
to find again easily. 
Archival and a safe 
alternative to paper clips, 
underlining and highlighting. 
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Coffee and 
Books Tote  
From our range of 
premium AS Colour 
tote bags with 
whimsical readers’ 
thoughts. Printed in 
Wellington, these 
quality totes have 
reinforced shoulder 
straps and one large 
compartment with plenty of space 
for books, notebooks and pencils.

Bedside 
Companion for 
Book Lovers 
A treasury of literary 
curiosities, one for 
every night of the year, 
including a mix of fact 
and fiction, letters, 
diaries, essays and 
dedications, all suffused 
with the joys of books 
and reading. Snippets 
from some of the greatest 
writers and book collectors 
from throughout history, 
including Charles Dickens, 
Maya Angelou, Virginia 
Woolf and Nick Hornby. 

Record of 
Books Lent 
Happy to lend your 
books to others but 
wish you had a simple 
way of keeping track of 
them? Use this Record 
of Books Lent to 
record the name of the 
person borrowing your 
book and how to track 
them down! Tear out 
a bookmark and insert 
it into the book with your name and the 
date they borrowed the book. This will 
serve as an ongoing and gentle reminder 
that you'd like your book back. Designed 
and made in Greytown.  

Eliot's Book of Bookish Lists 
A sparkling miscellany of literary trivia: Who had birds called 
Death, Wigs and Spinach? How do you spell the noise of a door 
slamming? Whose working title was The Chronic Argonauts? 
Henry Eliot – author, editor and insatiable bookworm – has 
ransacked the libraries and archives of world literature, compiling 
hundreds of bookish lists. The essential gift for booklovers!
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My Life Story   
Two hundred 
thought-provoking and 
light-hearted writing 
prompts organised into 
chapters based on your 
life. A perfect way to 
create a record of your 
adventures, stories, and 
wisdom for your family 
to cherish for future 
generations. Also a 
great gift for Mums, 
Dads, Grandmas and 
Grandfathers.

Burn After 
Writing  
Thanks to social media 
the world has not only 
become one giant feed, 
but also one giant 
confessional. Spend less 
time scrolling and more 
time self-reflecting. 
Flourish by finding free 
expression - and then 
burn after writing!

My Family Tree  
A beautiful hardcover book to record your family history, with space 
for family and individual records, ancestry charts, family traditions and 
achievements. Every family has its own story and an increasing number 
of us are taking the time to search out these histories and record them 
for this and future generations. 

And then there's the Book of You
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In a hastily prepared joint press statement containing 
many unnecessary and flowery words, some of which 
haven’t been in general use since the late 18th century, 
Mr. A. and Mrs. M. Blackwell announced the arrival 
in their respective Greytown stores of four new 
Blackwell Press exclusive jigsaw puzzles featuring 
dreamy South Wairarapa scenes by master artist 
Paul Rees. 

The new 1000-piece puzzles, made in New Zealand, 
take the collectable set to eight, “and more can’t be 
ruled out,” said Mr. Blackwell, assertively.

Mrs. Blackwell stated that neither she nor her spouse 
wanted a repeat of the sales war that erupted last year 
when the first four puzzles were released. “People 
should feel perfectly comfortable purchasing either in 
Mrs Blackwell ’s Village Bookshop, or in the Blackwell and 
Sons emporium,” she declared. “Mr. Blackwell assures 
me that the medication is taking effect and the unusual 
post-lunch aromas detected by many customers visiting 
the emporium last time are all-but gone. Really, they 
should shop on either side of the street.”

Mr. Blackwell concurred. “There is no sense going over 
old ground about whether the literary knowledge and 
welcoming charm of Mr. Matthews, Mrs. Gee and 
Miss Floss are completely over the top and whether 
bribery with cookies 
is legal. No sense 
whatsoever.”

Mrs Blackwell’s Village Bookshop 
93 Main Street, Greytown 

Open 10am – 4pm daily 
www.villagebookshop.co.nz 

hello@thevillagebookshop.co.nz 
All enquiries: (06) 304 9665

Blackwell and Sons Limited 
110 Main Street Greytown 

Open 10am – 4pm daily 
www.blackwellandsons.nz 

All enquiries call Shane: 027 558 5503 

Subscribe to the Bugle and get it delivered electronically direct to your inbox. See the subscription page on our website. 
The Bugle contains highly opinionated material and blatant advertising posing as editorial. Complaints may be made in 

writing on eco-friendly paper; they will be shredded and composted upon receipt. Please do not anticipate a reply. 
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