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“Mother, I want to get married,” said the 
Prince. “I want to marry a princess,” he 
said.
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“That’s wonderful. But remember, she must 
be a real princess. You must find this out 
first before you run off to ask someone to 
marry you,” said the Queen.
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Princesses from around the world came to 
visit the Prince. The Prince found it hard to 
discover if they were in fact real princesses.  
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There was always something not quite 
right about them. The Prince was sad. He 
wanted to get married so much. His mother 
was sad for him. She wanted him to get 
married too.
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One dark, stormy evening, there was a 
knock at the door. The Prince opened the 
door. There was a beautiful young lady 
standing outside.  
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She was in a terrible state from the storm. 
Water ran through her hair and her clothes. 
“I am a princess,” she said. “Come in from 
the cold,” said the Prince.
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“Well, we shall see if she is a real princess,” 
thought the Queen. She hurried off to the 
bedroom and asked her servants for help.
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She laid a single pea under the mattress. 
Then she asked the servants to pile up 
twenty mattresses on top. This was to be 
the bed for the Princess.
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The Prince showed the Princess where she 
would sleep. They both looked puzzled. 
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The Princess was not one to complain so 
she climbed up the ladder and went to 
sleep at the top of the bed.
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The next morning the Queen asked, 
“Princess, how did you sleep?” 
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“Oh, I had a terrible sleep last night. I 
have been awake all night. Something 
hard must have been in the bed. My back 
is black and blue this morning!” she said.
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“Well, well…. it seems we have found a 
real princess,” said the Queen.  
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Nobody but a real princess could have 
such delicate skin. The Prince smiled. He 
had never been so happy.
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The Prince asked the Princess to marry 
him. He was sure that she was a real 
princess. They lived happily ever after.
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