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Mister Chairman, colleagues, special guest from abroad, Ladies 

and Gentlemen, good morning. 

 

First of all, I would like to thank the organizers for the opportunity to share 

my thoughts with you this morning on the topic of Electric Vehicles, and I 

will do this in the context of our economy and our energy policy.  
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Transportation is an essential part of our economy. Today our transport 

sector is mainly based on conventional vehicle technologies operating 

within a dense, modern road network. A network that allows manufacturers 

to acquire the necessary to produce and deliver their goods, it connects 

producers to consumers, it connects people to work, and to schools and it 

makes a wide and varied range of leisure and business activities possible, 

such as tourism.  

On the other hand, transportation contributes to roughly 50% of our fossil 

fuel imports to the island, and as such also accounts for a significant 

contribution in Carbon dioxide emissions. As part of our country wide efforts 

to contribute to the sustainable development goals, this has our attention. 

 

Our National Energy Policy promotes a reduction of the national energy 

consumption per capita with at least 25 % before 2040 and also supports 

the implementation of renewables in our energy mix. This also entails 

opportunities in transport for achieving reductions in fossil fuel imports to 

Curaçao.  

These opportunities could be achieved by a triple strategy approach 

Avoid ……Reduce…….and Replace:  

- Avoid mobility if possible, e.g. by promoting alternatives like using more 

telecommunication facilities for example meetings. 
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- Reduce energy consumption of transport by utilizing more energy 

efficient transport modes (e.g. more public transportation instead of 

private cars). 

- Replace conventional transport fuels (diesel and petrol) by 

economically available cleaner and renewable fuels. 

As we are in the beginning of the introduction of Electric Vehicles on the 

island, it is very important to educate, bring knowledge to the island and 

involve the whole community in this new development …….. As such I 

applaud the work done by the Curacao Business Council for sustainable 

development, the organizers of this conference and all the sponsors 

supporting it.   

But there are also challenges ….   for example, ….    how to deal with used 

batteries, safety, charging infrastructure, car insurance, tax provisions…. 

etc.  aspects which have our attention and are being worked on as we 

speak.  

Worldwide we see the positive trends of countries and their organizations 

boosting the use of electric vehicles. Almost all Car manufactures have 

indicated that they will in one or the other way stop producing conventional 

cars, and it is expected that by 2050, only electrical cars will be on the 

market. We already see on the island some electric vehicles driving around 

and some of these are standing outside for you to experience. We need to 

embrace this development as it offers opportunities for the island, its 

economy, its environment and its people.   

As this is a new development on the island it could also support innovation 

implementing new business models to support this change and modernize 

the way of doing business. 

This trend also fits perfectly is our ministries policy and endeavors to 

support the development of smart city, smart nation concepts on the island.   
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In ending I would like to wish you all a very inspiring and knowledge-

enriching conference, …and thank you for listening …….. have a nice day.  

 

 

I see the introduction of Electric Vehicles as a basis for a very interesting 

new future and would like to invite the private-sector to join this moving 

train.  

 

The Government but especially my ministry of economic development will 

help, where possible, to facilitate this development to make it a success. 

 


