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BREYERFEST™ CHILDREN AND YOUTH SHOW  
GUIDELINES FOR ENTRANTS 2020 

Our Mission: to provide a fun, educational experience designed to introduce young people to 
model horse showing and prepare them for the Breyer™ Open show competition. The goal of both 
shows is to foster a spirit of friendly competition in a safe and pleasant learning environment. We 
will provide judges who will critique selected classes as an on-site tutorial, and we encourage 
entrants to ask questions designed to improve their ability to present a compelling entry. 

The purpose of the Children Show is to provide a novice level fun show for children up to age 12. Halter classes are designed to 
teach children how to match models with breed assignments. Documentation is optional, but recommended for unusual breeds.  
English and Western Pleasure classes are designed to teach entrants how to correctly tack up and present a model, and will be 
accompanied by helpful critiques to encourage each entrant to build on strengths and how to improve entries. The Scene, Most 
Loved, and Other Performance classes help teach entrants to develop an idea and present a model in a context, accompanied 
by a brief narrative of the scenario. 

The purpose of the Youth Show is to build on the skills developed in the Children show, and prepare entrants aged 13-16 for the 
level of competition in the BreyerFest Open Show. Halter classes include a requirement for documentation of breed 
assignments, to demonstrate research skills. Performance classes are designed to enhance the entrants' skill in tacking up and 
presenting a model under saddle. Scene and costume classes provide an opportunity to develop a theme or idea. The Vintage 
Collectability classes provide Youth entrants with a background in evaluating collectability.  If you are 13-16 and already 
showing in the “open” divisions of NAN-qualifying shows, you should show in the BreyerFest Open show. 

 
Eligible models:  

All Breyer models that are available for purchase are eligible to show this year. This excludes raffle modes, auction models, one-
of-a-kind models and prize models unique to a show or event (i.e., volunteer, custom contest, diorama, etc.).  IF it was made in 
multiples and available for purchase, it is eligible. We continue to emphasize building the skills to identify proper equine 
anatomy and choose appropriate breed assignments, rather than exclusivity and expense.   

No consideration will be given to collectability in any class in either show, with the exception of the two new collectability clinic 
classes in the Youth Show 

How to Have Fun:  
● Bring only your best horses, and only a few of them.  We suggest bringing 

20 or fewer models.  Make sure each horse is marked with a ribbon, yarn, 
or string, as many models look alike.  We call this your Stable Identifier.  
Each horse needs a store-bought string tag attached to a leg.  On the front 
of the tag, neatly write the horse’s name, breed, gender and your entrant 
number (example: Y20 or C27).  On the back of the tag, neatly write your full 
name.  This is slightly different than how other shows do their tags, so 
please be aware!  

● Plan ahead!  Remember you may only show one horse in each halter class, 
and one horse in each performance division.  A horse may not be entered in 
both halter and performance.  We suggest you make a list of which horse is 
in each class, to make it easier to keep up during the show.  You do NOT 
want to show a horse in every class, or you will not have time to have fun 
during the show.  

● Be prepared for a long day.  Dress in layers.  Sometimes the show hall starts 
out cold (even in July!) and can get warm by the afternoon.  Bring snacks! 
There are concessions, but they may not have your favorite food. 
 

How to learn: 
●  Learn about the basic anatomy of the horse.  A good understanding of 

horse biomechanics and conformation will help you pick the models most likely to do well at the show.  Remember the 
judges are looking for horses with good conformation and accurate breed assignment.  
 

● Do your research to find the correct breed assignment for your horse.  Pay attention to the allowable coat colors for the 
breed you choose.  For example, dapple grey has been extinct in Clydesdales for over 100 years.  Once you find a good 
breed fit, give your horse a unique name.  Let your creative spirit flow Rather than always using Breyer’s name.  

 

Reference image for the Stable Identifier.  

The ribbon or yarn may be placed 

anywhere on the model, but it should be 

consistent for all models in your show 

string Also note the tag position
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● Join our online group as soon as you receive the invitation from the show managers. The online group is for entrants and 

their families only, and only people directly involved with the show are given the invitation to join.  
 
● In the Children Show, breed documentation is not required for the Halter classes.  It is required for English/Western Event 

and Other Performance, where the entrant provide documentation for the event they select, but the size may not exceed a 
half-sheet of 8.5” x 11” notebook paper.  Photographs may be included as part of the documentation within the half-sheet 
of paper guideline. Handwritten documentation is okay. 

 
● In the Youth Show, breed documentation is required for the Halter classes (again, a 

half-sheet of 8.5” x 11” sheet of notebook paper).  For specific Performance classes 
(Western event, English event, and other performance) entrants will need to provide 
a half-sheet of 8.5” x 11” notebook paper describing the event your entry depicts. 
Spend some time researching the specific performance events for your entry.  
Documentation may be neatly hand written or printed using a computer. 
 

● Bring a notepad and pencil to take notes. Judges will critique many performance 
classes, so you will want to write down the judges’ comments to make next year’s 
entry even better.  Also, you can collect names and contact information for all the new people you will be meeting! 
 

● Youth entrants in the Most-Loved model class (#33) should choose a model and describe how this particular model 
introduced them to the world of Breyer model horses and the model horse hobby. 
 

General Guidelines- 
● The show takes place in the Alltech™ Arena Expo Room at the Kentucky Horse 

Park.  The doors will open at 7 am and the show will begin at 8 am.  The show 
lasts until about 2 pm.  Each entrant will have 48” by 30” of table space as part 
of their entry fee.  You may purchase another 48” stretch of the table for an 
additional fee (see the entry form for this fee).  This is particularly helpful if you 
are showing in performance and need extra space for your props.  Each table 
segment is allocated two chairs.  There is only room for two people at each table 
segment. Seating is first come, first served; if you want to sit with a friend, please 
plan to arrive together when the show hall opens. You will receive a color-coded 
seating card with your entry packet- all you need to do is match the color on your 
card with the color on the table. 

● For all of the classes, each entry must be placed on the table by the entrant. 
Parents must stay well back from the show rings. 

● In accordance with Breyer’s policy, all entrants must have a parent or legal 
guardian with them at all times while they are in the show hall.   Parents, please 
bring sufficient reading or listening material to last the day, so that your child can 
focus on the show. 

● Please make sure your model is clean, and dusted. It is amazing how much dust 
there is in the Alltech Arena!  

● You can place your Stable Identifier ribbon or yarn anywhere on the model.  The 
judges will not count the placement of the Stable Identifier against you. 

Showing in Halter and Miscellaneous Classes 

Each entrant may show one model in each class--and no model may be shown in more than one class. Remember that horses 
shown in halter classes may not also show in performance classes. Choose wisely!  Please review the Halter/Miscellaneous 
class guidelines for in-depth details, particularly regarding breed assignments.  

Showing in Performance Classes 
A single model can show in a single performance division, or you can use a different horse in each performance class.  For 
performance classes, a helper may help bring items to the tables, but the child must tack up the model by him or herself.  
Parents/guardians who assist their children in setting up performance entries risk having their child’s entry disqualified, which 
is upsetting for everyone. Please do not use sticky wax on the table, as it is a hazard to everyone else’s entries. 

Each performance model must have its own tack, as we cannot hold classes to allow time to move tack from one horse to 
another.  You will have five minutes to set up each performance class, so use your set-up time wisely! 

For Parents:  How to Make the Most 
of The Experience for your child 

Encourage your child to establish 
their show string and tag each model 
well ahead of time.   

Model good sportsmanship at the 
show, and help us foster a 
supportive learning environment. 

Encourage your child to research 
different breeds and performance 
events well in advance of the show. 

Be prepared to let your child take the 
lead on the day of the show.  Be their 
pit crew, not the pit boss. 
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Each performance entry needs to fit within a 30" (long) x 18" (deep) space so that each person has the same amount of space. 
Oversize entries will be measured by the stewards, and entries exceeding the limit will not be judged.   

Performance Divisions:                               Please carefully review the complete Performance Guidelines document! 
English (event, pleasure) Other (costume classes, other performance) 

Western (event, pleasure) Scene (equines - realistic, non-equines - realistic,  
unrealistic) 

What kind of tack and props can you use? 
Breyer-made tack and props or homemade tack and props may be used. In order to keep the focus on learning about 
performance, tack and/or props made by professional hobbyists are not permitted.  Entrants are permitted to modify and 
improve Breyer-made tack, including changing bits, adding decorations, or dyeing the leather.  Stewards will check for correct 
and appropriate tack before the class is judged.   

● For English/Western pleasure classes, please note there can be no props or footing--just the tacked-up horse. 
● For any other performance class, if you are using loose footing material (such as sand, gravel, dirt, etc.) please contain 

it in a framework or permanently attach it to a base.   
● Backdrops may be used only in Scene classes. If your scene has a backdrop, please make sure it also fits within the 

space permitted. 
● If you have a performance entry with multiple horses in it (team penning, for example), please tag only one horse to be 

judged. All prop horses and animals must also be eligible Breyer models. 
 
English/Western Pleasure:  The horse is shown by itself under saddle and bridle appropriate to the breed.  Dolls are optional, 
but if you use one, make sure it sits your horse well! This is true of all performance dolls. 

English Event:  Includes entries depicting over-fence events, arena trail, games, skijoring and any timed or judged event other 
than English Pleasure or Dressage using English or Australian tack and appropriate props.  Flat racing belongs in Other 
Performance.  Fox Hunting belongs in Scene - Equine (Realistic).  Please see the performance-specific guide for your intended 
event for details. 

Western Event:  Includes classes such as cutting, arena roping, games, working cow horse, Western dressage, rodeo, reining, 
skijoring and any timed or judged event other than Western Pleasure using Western tack and appropriate props.  Non-arena 
roping (such as out on the range or in a paddock) or natural trail would enter the appropriate Scene class. 

Other Performance:  Includes, but is not restricted to, all types of other performance that does not fit the above classes such as 
harness, showmanship, endurance, jousting, or flat racing.  It must be a timed or judged event.  For clarification, please see the 
performance guidelines. 

Scene:  For this show, Scene is described as any event that is not judged or timed.  You may use footing and backdrops in the 
Scene classes.  

Scene - Equines - Realistic:  Any scene featuring a realistic equine and realistic set up.  Examples include, but are not 
limited to: natural trail, fox hunting, therapeutic riding, a model in a barn or stall, cooling off, wash time, trailer loading, 
camping, police horse controlling an unruly crowd, lunging, an auction, a desert Arabian scene, etc.  

Scene - Non-Equines - Realistic:  Any scene featuring a non-equine (cat, dog, pig, goat, etc.) and a realistic set up.  
Examples include, but are not limited to: dog agility, grooming, fun costume (a dog dressed up as a cat, etc.), a 
woodland scene with deer or elk, pig racing, bath time, dog or cat show, dog trials, etc.  Breyer equines can be used as 
props. 

Scene - Unrealistic:  Any scene featuring a fantasy model such as a unicorn, centaur, etc.; or a realistic model (both 
equine and non-equine) doing something unrealistic--such as a horse driving a car, a cat handling the reins of a 
carriage hitched to a horse, etc.   

Costume- we have two Costume classes--one for costumes made by Breyer, the other for costumes made by the entrant.  The 
“made by entrant” class is an excellent opportunity to show us your creative side! 

 
What will happen on the day of the show? 
Children and Youth entrants will be seated on opposite sides of the room, closest to their respective rings for each show.  When 
your class is called, you will bring your model, with its unique marking ribbon and its tag, and place it on the table.  Parents, stay 
well back from the show rings while the horse and/or setup is placed on the table so that there is no chance of your child’s entry 
being disqualified.  The stewards will evaluate the class and make sure the breed assignments and performance entries are 
correct.  Then judge will come to the table and judge the class. During judging we ask that you wait patiently back at your table. 
Please do not congregate near the judging areas. After selected performance classes, the judge will explain their placings.  
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Placings will also be explained for the Celebration Horse class.  We want to make sure that every entrant takes home tools to do 
better at their next show. 

A model that earns a first or second in its class will be placed on the Championship Tables *with their ribbons* where the 
champion and reserve champion are determined by the judge.  Please remember you must be present in order for your horse 
win a championship, and no one else may show your horses for you.  The BreyerFest Children/Youth show may well be the most 
competitive show you have entered, and every ribbon earned should be cause for celebration.  The most important thing is to 
have fun as you learn more about model horse showing! 

Other Important Information 
Once you are successfully registered for the show, your email address will be forwarded to the show managers.  You will receive 
an invitation to join the entrant private/hidden group. Join as soon as you receive the invitation so you do not miss out on 
important information.  This is a hidden group, which means it is invitation-only.  The show managers, show staff, and entrants 
will all have access to the same list.  Please review all of the documents, and if you have questions, please email the group.  A 
staff member will answer your question promptly.   

Don’t stop here… we have three documents that will help ensure you have a pleasant and productive day at the show: 

● Breed (Halter)/Miscellaneous Classes Guidelines 
● Performance Guidelines 
● Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 
And finally… 
Participating in the Children or Youth shows held by Breyer is a great way to experience the model horse hobby.  While the show 
day may be long, we hope that you take home important tips for improving your entries and make new friends along the way.  
This show is all about FUN and LEARNING.  Bring your great attitude and get ready to start on a new adventure!  

 

 

Contact the show managers:   breyershow@gmail.com 

 IMPORTANT TO READ! 


