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Introduction 
A written history is only as good as a writer’s sources. As one can see 

from the reading of this brief history of Yountville Community Church, 

there are many people, both named and unnamed, of whom we have 

not yet discovered their story. The key word here is: yet. Eventually, 

someone, you or I, will discover their unique contribution to the 

ongoing story which is Yountville Community Church. As any history, 

this narrative is a labor of love and is still in progress. As the Song of the 

Lamb in the beautiful book of Revelation, it’s a song that that will never 

be complete (Revelation 15:4). 

 If we have left out an individual or family who has had a significant 

impact on this spiritual community, we apologize. It was not intentional. 

If you have something to contribute to this story, please write it down, 

send it to us, and we will include it in the 150th Anniversary of the 

church in 2024. 

We are indebted to the following individuals: John Callison whose 

father, Jay Callison, was the pastor of the church from 1933-42, 

Heather Quilici and Dr. Pete Shaw with Growing Healthy Churches, 

Dwight Jungkeit of the American Sunday School Union (In-Faith) & Mt 

Gilead Bible Conference in Sebastopol, and the past historians of the 

church who had the foresight to forward their work to local museums. 

Humbly, 

Bill and Thora Robertson, Church members  
Bart Pense, Lead Pastor 
2014 
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Pioneer History 
The first non- Mexican settler to receive a 
Mexican land grant in Napa Valley was 
George Yount (originally spelled “JUNDT”).  
Originally from North Carolina and born in 
1794, he was a trapper, frontiersman and 
had the skills of hunting, logging, cabin 
building and other important skills needed 
on the frontier.  Yount had served in the 
War of 1812 under Col. Nathan Boone who 
was the son of Daniel Boone. Yountville was 
laid out in 1855 and was first named “Sebastopol;” it was then renamed 
“Yountville” following George Yount's death in 1865. 
  
Another Yountville pioneer was Charles Hopper who was also from 
North Carolina.  He came to California with the Bidwell party in 1841. He 
offered his services to George Yount to bring Yount's children to 
California from Missouri. Some sources state that Yount then sold 
Hopper a tract of land of 650 acres for the sum of $1; while other 
sources state that Hopper bought 600 acres from Yount for $900. 
   

The first sermon preached in Yountville was in 1853 by 
an early Circuit Preacher or “Saddle Bag Hero,” Elder 
John P. McCorkle, at a place under a Madrona tree 
which is now the Yountville Park.  Full of fire and zeal, he 
was a red haired young man dressed in home spun 
Kentucky blue jeans and a hickory shirt. (At one of his 

first sermons a man stepped forward and passed his hat to take up a gift 
for new clothing for the new Preacher—the sum collected was $175).  
John McCorkle knew little about the rules of grammar, but his 
preaching was strong and eloquent. With the partnership of another 
pioneer preacher, Thomas Thompson, he began Christian Churches 
throughout California, including Napa First Christian Church, Santa Rosa 
Christian Church, Gilroy Christian Church, and Santa Maria Christian 
Church. It is said he immersed more people into Christ than any other 
preacher in the early history of California. It is in the brick meeting 
house of the Napa “Christian Church” on the corner of Washington and 
Madison Sts. that our story begins. 
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The principal values adopted 

by this newborn church were: 

“We will remain locally 

governed; 

Potential members will have 

placed their faith in Jesus 

Christ before immersion;  

Immersion in water is a new 

member’s profession of their 

faith; 

The Lord’s Supper will be 

practiced to remember Christ; 

The New Testament will be 

our only rule of practice and 

faith.” 

Napa Register, 1876: “Rev. E.B. Hatch writes that the Baptists of Yountville 

will dedicate their new house of worship on the 1st Sunday in September…” 

Founding 
What is a community without a church?  The early settlers of Yountville 
answered this question by establishing a Baptist Church “after the 
model of the first church of Jerusalem.” 
Without a church building of their own, 
they conducted the first services on May 
14, 1874 in the “Christian Church”.  Rev. J. 
E. Barnes from the Napa City Baptist 
Church spoke at the first meeting. Some 
of the first members were Charles Hopper 
(Deacon), Thomas Fawver, George Linn 
Francis Clarke (Deacon), William Ross, 
Thomas Johnson, J. H. Potts, James Davis, 
Samuel Hill, S.C. Brown (Clerk/Treasurer) 
and William Upchurch; female members 
included Eliza Rector, Rosa Mayfield, Elvy 
Clarke, C. Ross, V.E. Brown, Martha 
Forrester, and Fanny Fawver. During the 
first month of its inception, the first 
person to be immersed was Francis Davis. 
  
In 1875, the new church made application 
to the Baptist Pacific Association of Santa 
Rosa and were accepted.  Services were continued by Rev. Barnes until 
Oct. of 1875.  He was followed by Rev. E.B. Hatch of Vallejo beginning 
Jan. 16, 1876. 
 
A Temple for the Glory of God 
 In March of 1876 a house of worship was considered by the 
congregation.  Mr. G. Groezinger (his pioneer home and winery are now 
on the site of Vintage Marketplace) donated one half of lot #4 of block 
#4 on “Main St.” and George Linn and J.H. Potts donated the other half 
of the lot. The lot had a value of $400. The infant congregation held 
their meetings in the Granger's Hall until the building was completed 
and dedicated on Sept. 3, 1876 by Rev. R. Parshall, Rev. J. Roberts, and 
Rev. S.A. Taft (Santa Rosa). 
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“The New Baptist Church at 

Yountville is progressing 

finely. Dr. S.C. Brown 

informs us that the frame is 

up and the rafters on, and 

that the edifice will be 

ready for dedication in six 

weeks. The building will 

cost $2,800 of which the 

sum of $2,000, or about 

that, has been raised by the 

good people of Yountville. 

The house is 32x50 feet, 

and will comfortably seat 

204 persons. Rev. Mr. 

Hatch is the Pastor of the 

Church , and is laboring 

zealously to finish the 

building.” Napa Register, 

August, 1876 

The Church Bell was donated by Charles 
Hopper. The Chapel design was 
“Carpenter Gothic Victorian Architecture” 
and was unique with its curved windows 
and “tear dropped” trim. The building 
was built completely out of “heart” 
coastal redwood with “square” nails. 
 
Ministry in the New Church in the Vale 
Baptisms by immersion in the Napa River 
were frequent, especially during “Special 
meetings” or “revivals.” Two such 
meetings were led by “State Missionary” 
Rev. C. A. Bateman in October, 1876 and 
April, 1877. He was a well known army 
chaplain and distinguished preacher and 
lecturer.  In 1879, the church reports 
Pastor Hatch was regularly absent from 
the church, preaching on an average two 
times per month. The church owed 
$800.00, had regular weekly prayer 
meetings, and the Union Sunday School 

numbered 64. Rev. Hatch completed his pastorate in Yountville in 
October, 1879 and went on to preach in other churches in California and 
Nevada. 

 After preaching a series of “special meetings" beginning March 16, 
1880, Baptist Missionary, Rev. T. J. Arnold, led the church until a 
permanent pastor could be found. 
 
Rev. Theo. Weil was born in Georgia in 1855 and moved to Yountville 
with his family in June 1880. Although not ordained, the church 
recognized his pastoral gifts and asked him to become the regular 
Pastor.  He was ordained into Christian ministry in September, 1880 by 
pastors at the Vallejo, Dixon, and Napa Baptist churches. 
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That same month, Deacon and Pioneer Charles Hopper passed away 
and his funeral was held in the Chapel. Rev. Weil was the pastor of the 
church at least through July of 1881. 
 
Lay Leadership 
F. W. Ellis was the manager of George 
Yount’s Mill until Yount’s death in 1865 at 
which time he became the proprietor of 
the Mill.  He was also a county supervisor 
in 1872-73. He was ordained a Deacon of 
the church in September, 1880. At the 
time the church indebtedness had 
increased to $1,000. Through his support and leadership, he led the 
church to pay off the mortgage in July, 1881 “by the efforts of the 
members and the kind aid of friends of Christianity, who gave liberally.” 
He also led the withdrawal of the Sunday School from the Union Sunday 
School to the Baptist Sunday School. At this time, the church had 60 
members.   
  
F.W. Ellis served the church as Deacon and Treasurer through the late 
1880's. During his tenure, he presented the Sunday School with a Bible 
dated 1887.  John Wichels stated that the Bible was found among his 
mother’s (Anna Sax Wichels) possessions after her death and given to 
the church as part of the church’s history. 
  
The Fawver family was another pioneer family in Yountville. In 1871, 
Thomas Fawver arrived with his extended family in Yountville where 
they constructed a 91 acre ranch and winery. The Fawver estate home 
on Washington St. just north of the town cemetery is the only remaining 
structure of this ranch today. Fanny and Thomas Fawver were charter 
members of the church. During one of the “revival” meetings led by 
Rev. Bateman, the Fawvers' daughter-in-law, Mrs. Mollie Fawver-
Stephens was immersed into Christ on Nov. 10, 1876. Her fervor for 
Christ was unwavering such that she kept the Sunday School  open 
during the 1880’s and 90’s for the children of the community and 
always ensured the community observed the Advent Season during 
December.  
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A Sunday School that Serves the Community 
In the 1890' to the early 1900's the church served the community by 
hosting graduations and public meetings. If you were awakened in the 
middle of the night by the ringing of a bell, it was most likely the Baptist 
Church bell warning residents of a fire.  In the early 1900's, the Sunday 
School was led Mr. & Mrs. William Porter who were assisted by Mrs. 
Linn, Mrs. Patton, Mrs. Webber, Mrs. Myers and other women of 
Yountville. The children of the community knew that Sunday School had 
begun when they saw the Porter’s buggy and the horse hitched to the 
hitching rails in front of the church. The Porters later started a Sunday 
School in Oakville.  
 
As records are disjointed, little is known about all the pastors that 
served during this period; the St. Helena Star does record that during 
1904, Pastors included Rev. Walton of St. Helena, Rev. Brisk, and Rev. 
Lewis. 
 
 One pastor of note during this time was “Elder” 

Charles Edward Edgman. Ordained into ministry 
at the Park Christian Church in New Albany, 
Indiana, he came to the Napa Valley with his 
family and served in 1904 as both the Chaplain 
of the Yountville Veterans Home and the 
Yountville Community Church. He established 

the local “Christian Endeavor” branch which, at 
the time, was an evangelistic outreach to 

teenagers. 
 
 He was tragically killed in 
November, 1911 during the noon 
hour in downtown Napa when, 
after cranking his car’s engine, 
the vehicle’s gears became 
engaged. The car lurched 
forward and He was trapped 
between the vehicle and a 
telegraph pole.    He was the 
editor of the “Christian Worker.” 
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In the early 1910’s, the languishing church came to the attention of 
Napa Baptist Pastor, Rev. Richard Day. In an evening meeting with the 
local church members, he expressed a desire to assist the church to 
increase their fruitfulness and thereby raise the spiritual climate of the 
community. Unfortunately, his offer to assist the church received a 
negative response. 
A Mr. Earle did come up from Napa to hold Vesper services during 
weekday evenings, but failed to create much interest. 
  
From 1910-1912, another dear saint, Mabel Casaday Frost, dedicated 
her life to the children of the Sunday School. In 1912, The Sunklers, a 
family that had been members of Napa Christian Church, moved to 
Yountville.  Mother, father, three boys and a girl, they were a religious 
family with musical talents breathing new life into the church. 
 
 In the following sixteen years Mrs. McWilliams labored to keep the 
Sunday School active for the children. She also led prayer groups on 
Sunday evenings. 
 
Rev. Snow of the St Helena Baptist Church conducted evening services 
during 1915-1916. 
  
Grace: A Chapel Railroad Car Revival  
In 1915, a “Chapel Railroad Car” came to 
Yountville.  These traveling “churches” were 
used for evangelism across the American 
Frontier from 1890 to the 1940's. They were 
built for various denominations such as the 
"Church of the Advent", American Baptist Publication Society, Episcopal 
and Catholic churches.  The Chapel car that came to Yountville was 
named "GRACE".  

 
“GRACE” was the last of the chapel 
cars built by the Barney and Smith 
Car Company of Dayton, Ohio for 
$21,500. Her first official stop was 
the 1915 Panama-Pacific 
Exposition in San Francisco where  
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The Hermistons had  

previously served on the 

Chapel Car “EMMANUEL.”  

Because Rev. Hermiston 

had a reputation for 

powerful preaching and 

large numbers of decisions 

and baptisms, the donors to 

“GRACE” requested the 

Hermistons be transferred 

to this new Chapel Car. 

After hearing “GRACE” had 

a real bedroom with “a real 

brass bed”, Mrs. Hermiston 

knew she would be the 

envy of all the other Chapel 

Car women. 

Rev. E.R. Hermiston, wife, and daughter evangelized the 19 million 
tourists to the Exposition.  
 

Previously, 
Rev. 
Hermiston 
had been a baseball player for two 
years in the International Baseball 
League. During his travels with the 
league, his mother didn’t stop praying 
for him. Upon his return home, with 
arms around his neck, his mother said 
to him, “My boy, I gave you to God 
when you were an infant child and I 
know some day that you are going to 
be 
converted 
and 
preach the 
gospel.” 
Right then 
he wept 
over his 
sins and 
dedicated 

his life to Christian ministry. Viewing himself 
as the pastor to “four million railroad men,” 
Rev. Hermiston had preached to thousands 
throughout the West. One of his most public conversions was a famous 
San Francisco prize fighter in Red Bluff, CA named Harry Maynard. 
Maynard joined Hermiston in his evangelistic efforts. Upon his death, 
Maynard’s dying request was “Tell Brother Hermiston that I am so glad 
that he brought the old chapel car to Red Bluff.” 

 
Immediately following the Exposition’s 
closing, the Hermistons took "GRACE" on 
Southern Pacific tracks to the Napa Valley. 
Preaching revivals in Napa, St. Helena, and 
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then Calistoga, they returned down the Valley. They stopped at 
Yountville for a series of Revival meetings beginning November 22, 
1915.  There were 25 confessions, but most of the people balked at 
baptism, as they preferred their own church background. 

 

 

 

  

The car “GRACE” is now on display at the American Baptist 

Assoc. in Green Lake, WI. 
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Awakening 
Newly married and 
excited to serve Jesus, 
Jay and Muriel Callison, 
were active members of 
the Baptist Church in 
Santa Rosa. They were 
told of a little church in 
the Napa Valley that 
needed assistance. 
Responding to the need, 
Jay Callison, not officially 

ordained, but a quick study, came to Yountville Community Church in 
1933. He and his wife fell in love with “the little church in the vale,” and 
the people of the community. They organized a “Fisherman’s Club” for 
the teenagers of the community. His strategy was simple, go after the 
leaders of the young people, and the others would follow. So picking 
out what became known as “The Unholy Seven”, he converted them to 
Christ. These young men formed a basketball team to share Christ 
throughout Yountville and the region. He also served as a Chaplain of 
the Veteran’s Home. Following his departure as the Pastor of the church 
1942, Jay and Muriel Callison devoted their lives to the children of 
Yountville. They were very involved in Boy Scouts, and Muriel began the 
first hot lunch program in 1933 at the Yountville Elementary. She fed 
the Yountville children tirelessly for 30 years without missing a day. 
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The American Sunday School Union 
Rev. Carl & Nita Jungkeit, called of 
God to be pioneer missionaries with 
the American Sunday School Union in 
1936, had a passion to share the love 
of Christ by starting and providing a 
Bible teaching ministry to children and 
adults who lived in remote rural areas 
of 10 counties in Northern California. 
His calling was to provide a Gospel outreach ministry where there was 
no Sunday School/Church those who have none. The goal of the ASSU 
across America was “Every Boy and Girl in Sunday School and Bible in 
Every Home.” 
 
From 1936 to 1972, Carl, along with his wife, Nita they pioneered using 
the program tools like the Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Bible 
Study,  Bible camp, and Church.  As a missionary, he served an average 
of 14 to 20 spiritually needy communities at the same time and always 
looking for others in need. His goal was to start, maintain, oversee, and 
develop these various ministries to their maximum potential.  

 
As God’s messengers, serving with the 
American Sunday School Union, they were 
privileged to take God’s love story from the 
Bible to the following 41 communities: Alpine, 
Allendale (Vacaville), Annapolis, Bellevue 
(Todd), Bloomfield, Bodega Bay, Branscomb, 

Cazadero, Clear Lake Oaks, Comptche, Dunnigan, Freestone, Fort Ross, 
Green Valley (Fairfield), Gualala, Hessel, Indian Reservation (Acacia), 
Japanese S.S. (Suisun), Jenner, Madison, Reeds Mine, Rincon Valley, 
Rockville, Rockport, Ruth, Green Mills, Silver Acres, Spy Rock, Tolinas, 
Tula Vista, Villa Grande, Westport, Windsor Migrant Camp, Wooden 
Valley, Zenia, American Canyon, Bennett Valley, Vineburg, Yountville, 
Boyes Hot Springs. In addition, they served four ministries in the Lost 
Gatos area. 
 
During the years of 1937-39, Carl and Nita supported Jay and Muriel 
Callison in the development of YCC’s Sunday School.  
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Preparing the Soil 

Rev. Loyal Vickers came to 
Yountville Community Church in 
October, 1975 for one of his last 
ministries in a long pastoral career. 
He had previously served in 
Tacoma, WA with the Tacoma 
Council of Churches which 
administrated a Youth Center not 
unlike a typical YMCA. Dearly loved 
by the YCC congregation and the 
community, he served graciously and tirelessly through June of 1982. 
During his pastorate, he assisted in the refurbishing of the church’s 
Fellowship Hall and built a strong relationship with the Veteran’s Home. 
He quietly encouraged young people to live fully for Jesus Christ. He 
opened up the doors of the fellowship hall for children and youth to 
play basketball. One adolescent church member at the time remembers 

Pastor Vickers offered to pay for voice 
lessons to encourage her interest in 
music. That young person is now a 
music instructor and has influenced 
hundreds of young students. 
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A New Vine Appears 
Pastor Jerry and Roberta Meyers’ 
ministry began at Yountville Community 
Church, initially, by “sharing the pulpit” 
with Erwin Bollinger.    They 
alternated month to month for about 
a year.  During that period, Meyers 
was also the full-time Seniors’ Pastor 
at First Christian Church in Napa.   

When Rev. Bollinger retired from his half 
of that ministry in 1998, Jerry agreed to 
preach at Yountville Community Church every 

Sunday.  The congregation was very small at that 
time, with 10-20 people attending every 

Sunday.  Gradually, attendance was on the 
increase.   

Eventually, Meyers was asked to be full-
time pastor at YCC.  With some reluctance, 
Pastor Meyers resigned his position at FCC 
and accepted the call to full-time ministry 

of YCC.  He ministered there with his wife 
Roberta, very happily until the time of his 

death, May 27, 2002. 

During his short, but very congenial pastorate at YCC, a building 
program was begun, with, first, a radical remodeling of the Men’s 
Room, followed by an expansion and remodeling of the Ladies’ Room.  
Participation at the church was growing steadily during this period.  
Most of the construction work was done by YCC members.  A portable 
baptistery was ordered next, and 2-3 baptisms were performed. In 
addition, the church replaced the original “benches” used as pews in the 
Chapel with custom designed, padded pews. 

 The congregation continued to grow, but Meyers’ health began to 
sharply decline.  YCC with FCC worked together to present Good Friday 
services at both churches.  In December of 2001, his health took a 
drastic turn for the worse, and during that hospitalization, the decision 
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Associate Pastor 

Steve White 

was made to request Hospice care at home.  While at home, he 
continued contact with the leadership of YCC, until his death on May 27, 
2001.  It saddened him to be leaving his precious flock in Yountville, and 
often remarked “You hear pastors sometime look back on their 
ministries and will say that those were the good old days.  But for me, 
the Lord saved the very best for last.”  He dearly loved the people of 
Yountville Community Church. 

The Vine Grows 
Pastor Dean and Sue Pense came to 
Yountville Community Church in 2002 
after fruitful ministries in Independent 
Christian Churches in Illinois; Southern 
Oregon; the Willamette Valley, Oregon; 
West Seattle, WA; San Jose, CA; Napa, 
CA; Caldwell, ID; and Vacaville, CA. With 
a God-given heart for planting new 
churches, he was instrumental in starting 
49 churches in Northern California 
through a church planting ministry that expanded into an International 
ministry called “Stadia: Ventures in Church Planting.” 

Recently retired from Crossroads Christian Church in Vacaville, CA, 
Pastor Pense has helped to bridge the gap between the retirees in the 
town of Yountville and the many families with children who live in the 
heart of the Napa Valley. 

Through his leadership, Pastor Pense has led the church to establish a 
strong leadership base of Elders, increase giving to Global Outreach, and 
expand outreach to the community through two Sunday morning 
worship celebrations and service to the community. One of these 

celebrations is a “contemporary” service which features 
spiritual choruses that appeal to a younger generation. 
In addition, the church has participated in community 
events, provided free car washes, offered free cups of 
coffee and provided ongoing support ministries to and 

with the partnership of the Yountville Elementary 
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Associate Pastor 

Scott Smetzer and 

Family 

School.  

He expanded the church’s staff and budget to 
include an office manager, church administrator, 
and one Associate Pastor. Associate Pastors 
during his tenure have included Pastor Steve 

White, Pastor Scott Smetzer, Pastor Bart Pense, 
and Pastor Ryan Dillon. 

Physical improvements included the construction 
of a tool-shed for all the gardening supplies, the remodeling of the 
church kitchen, improvements to the Chapel including  stage lighting , 
sound system, media projection, and the refurbishment the Chapel 
entry.  

It is significant to note, that Dean Pense has had the longest pastorate 
in the history of Yountville Community Church. We honor Pastor Pense 
for his service to our faith community. 

In 2012, Pastor Pense announced his intention to seek retirement as 
the Senior Pastor of Yountville Community Church. After prayer and 
counsel, the Elders of the church called Pastor Bart Pense (son of Dean 
Pense) to become the Lead Pastor of the Church. 

The Vine Takes Root 
Pastor Bart Pense has ministered in 
Independent Christian Churches in 
Auburn, CA; San Rafael, CA; Salem, OR; 
Vacaville, CA and Fairfield, CA. He and 
his wife Noelle are licensed Marriage 
and Family Therapists and have a heart 
for ministering to broken people and 
marriages. He is a “bridge builder” who 
thrives on team building and increased community cooperation. 

Since beginning his pastorate in April, 2013, the church has sent out its 
first Global Outreach workers to Eastern Germany, Ryan and Elyse 
Dillon; purchased a home adjacent to the church property to provide 
much needed space for children’s ministries; and expanded the church’s 
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ministries to teenagers. He supported the church’s Global Outreach 
workers in Moscow, Russia, Jon and Sonnet Barr by speaking at their 
English Exchange Conference. In addition, the church has benefitted 
from the wisdom of his father, Dean Pense, as he leads ministry as an 
Associate Pastor with the Active Seniors of the community. 

Pastor Bart’s vision is to increase the church’s outreach to families by 
greatly reducing or eliminating the mortgage on the recent house 
purchase. This will provide much needed staffing salaries for a Youth 
Pastor. In addition, he envisions the expansion of the church’s food 
outreach ministry by partnering with the Napa Valley Food Bank to 
provide onsite food distribution. Stronger partnerships with the 
Veteran’s Home and town service organizations will provide ministry 
opportunities to share Christ’s love. Counseling ministries will 
strengthen the families of our community. And with an eye toward the 
church’s future needs, diligent and fervent prayer is needed as the 
church explores possibilities to reach out to young families with 
children. While ministering in the 21st century, Pastor Bart maintains an 
unwavering belief in the power of the simple gospel of Jesus Christ: That 
gospel is still “the power of God for salvation for all who believe.” 
Romans 1:16 

2017: The year 2017 has brought more changes to the YCC family.  
Pastor Bart Pense abruptly resigned due to family issues.  However, God 
has blessed YCC with a new vision and with some new members.  Under 
the Elder Board leadership of John McDonald, the church has embarked 
on a long overdue historical restoration and seismic retrofit of the 
existing chapel and of the old attached Mare Island Theater that has 
been used as the church fellowship hall.  

A new Senior Pastor search is underway and YCC is certain that "...we 
know that all things work together for good to those that love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose." Romans 8:28
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The Pastors of Yountville Community Church 

• 1853-73 - Elder J.P.McKorkle: Christian Church preacher in
Yountville and other small towns in the Valley

• 1874-75 - Rev. James E. Barnes, Napa Baptist Church: preached
once a month service held in brick building of the “Christian
Church”

• 1876-79 - Rev. E.B. Hatch-Ukiah Baptist Church

• 1876 – Rev. Parshall – Chapel Dedication service

• 1876-77 – Rev. C. A. Bateman – A Baptist State Missionary led
several evangelistic meetings in the new Chapel

• 1880 – State Baptist Missionary, Rev. T.J. Arnold, interim

• 1880's Rev. Theo. Weil:  Born in Georgia in 1855, he arrived in
Yountville in June 1880 (census), began as an un-ordained
minister, the church ordained him on Sept. 26, 1880.

• 1880's - F.W. Ellis served the church as deacon , treasurer and
Sunday school superintendent 1880-1900

• 1880-90’s – Mrs. Mollie Fawver-Stephens, Sunday School
teacher

• 1890-1900’s – Mr. & Mrs. William Porter, Sunday School
teachers

• 1904 - Services conducted by Rev. Walton, Rev. Brisk, and Rev.
Lewis all St. Helena Pastors.

• 1904 - In Oct. services provided by Hamilton Baptist Church of
San Francisco.

• 1904 – Elder C.E. Edgman: Christian Church pastor who
officiated at weddings, funerals for a short time (buried at
Yountville Cemetery)

• 1905 Sunday School kept opened

• 1910 - Rev. Richard Day, Napa Baptist Church offers to assist
the church

• 1915 - Rev. Snow - St. Helena-Baptist,

• 1915, Thanksgiving – Rev. Hermiston of the Chapel Car “GRACE”
arrived at Yountville

• 1933-1942 - Jay Callison, Lay Pastor (buried at Yountville
Cemetery)

• ?   - Paul Hamlin
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• 1939 – Carl G. Stromee

• 1939 - Carl Jungkeit, Missionary – American Sunday School 
Union Missionary

• 1941 – Lynn Leavenworth (student at Berkeley Divinity School)

• 1946-48 - Rev. Marche

• 1949-50 – The Fellowship Hall is added

• 1950 - Rev. Grothe

• 1960 - Rev. Gellinger

• Sometime in the 1960's Berkeley Bible School furnished new 
Pastors to preach on weekends, they stayed in the apartment in 
the Fellowship Hall

• ? – Mr. Joe Mayfield – Lay minister from the Christian 
Missionary Alliance Church

• 1969-74 - Rev. Edward L. McCall

• 1971  Chaplain Rev. Ben Jackson

• 1971-74 - Rev. Thomas F. Hutson

• 1974 – Rev. Edward Grocott

• ? - Rev. Grothe

• 1975-82 - Rev. Loyal Vickers

• 1983-87 - Rev. William Vigneau

• 1987 -  Rev. R. Conrad Edwards, Interim

• 1989 – Rev. Carl Zimmerman, Interim

• 1990-91 - Rev. Dr. Timothy Mills

• 1992 – Rev. Steven R. Cakebread

• 1995-99 - Rev. Erwin Bollinger

• 1998-2002 - Pastor Jerry Meyers

• 2002-present - Pastor Dean Pense

• 2004-09 – Associate Pastor Steve White

• 2010-11 – Associate Pastor Scott Smetzer

• 2012-13 – Associate Pastor Ryan Dillon

• 2013-2017- Pastor Bart Pense

•  



18 
 

Bibliography 
 

History of Yountville Community Church. Rev. Theo Weil. 1881. 

History of Napa and Lake Counties California, Slocum, Bowen and Co. 

Publishers, 1881 

History  of Napa County. Oakland: Enquirer Print. 1901. 

History of Nevada, ed. by Sam P Davis, Vol. 1 1912. 

This Train is Bound for Glory: The Story of America’s Chapel Cars. 

Wilma Rugh Taylor and Norman Thomas Taylor. Valley Forge: Judson 

Press. 1999 

Letter from Hermiston to George L. White, St. Helena, Ca. 25 Oct. 1915.  

  



19 
 

 

  



20 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of James “Bob” Hicks, CPO, USN 
October 26, 1923 – March 26, 2014 

Member of Yountville Community Church since 2005 
 

Yountville Community Church 

“Celebrating 140 years of ministry in the Napa Valley” 

6621 Yount St · PO Box 3716 · Yountville, CA 94599 

(707) 944-2179 · ycc@yountvillecc.org 

www.yountvillecc.org 

www.facebook.com/YountvilleCommunityChurch 
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