
BEARS’
PRINT

FREE THE BEARS NEWSLETTER 

FREE THE BEARS aims to 
protect, preserve and enrich 
the lives of bears throughout 
the world.

MAY 2018
23 YEARS 
OF PROTECTING BEARS



When I look at all that is happening with Free the Bears, I feel that 
we’re entering a new era (although I’m sure I’ve had this reflection 
many times before). We’ve grown and developed in so many ways 
that I regularly find myself marveling at how little we resemble 
the Free the Bears of the past. Much like raising children, each 
year brings growth, new skills, new achievements, challenges 
conquered & friends made (and inevitably, more money spent)! 
And it brings us one step closer to ending bear bile farming for 
good.

In many Asian cultures, it’s the responsibility of the children to 
fully care for their elderly parents. Wouldn’t that be nice? For 
us however, we’ll be caring for our bear ‘children’ in our world-
class sanctuaries for their entire lives. We’ve managed to build 2 
beautiful new sanctuaries with room for growth in preparation for 
that day when bear bile farms are finally closed – a day we feel is 
fast approaching. We’ve also been given the chance to help other 
animals in need. With over 220 bear ‘children’ in our care and a 
commitment to provide ongoing support for the rescued ‘dancing 
bears’ of India, thankfully our amazing family of supporters also 
grows. Like any family, we’re strongest and most successful when 
together, supporting each other.

I’ve sadly had to scale back my travel for Free the Bears but I’m 
confident my ‘bear family’ will keep up the great work. We have 
wonderful people in our state supporter groups who regularly meet 
up for fun events to raise awareness and much needed funds. But 
we’re always looking for more – please contact us if you’d like to 
help. If you get the chance, please visit our sanctuaries and take 
a look at our beautiful bears and the amazing sanctuaries your 
kind contributions have built. Talk to our keepers and discover the 
difference Free the Bears has made to them, their families and 
communities. Meet some of our bears and you’ll discover their 
intelligence and unique personalities.

The rewards of this journey are priceless. No amount of money 
could match the experiences, the love, the kindness, the 
commitment and the pleasure you’ll experience from being part of 
a movement to rescue and provide sanctuary to such gorgeous, 
intelligent creatures. Don’t be afraid to put yourself out there and 
tell the Free the Bears story or ask for help. You’ll be surprised by 
how many people want to listen! If you can’t visit us or get involved, 
then please consider supporting us in other ways. Your financial 
contribution really will help make the world a better place (at least 
for the bears and those that care for them) and leave a lasting 
legacy. 

With the end of the financial year coming, any donation or bear 
sponsorship can be claimed as a tax deduction (for Australians). 
I do hope you can afford to give generously before June 30 (and 
then claim it back from the tax man) - we certainly need your help 
as we set ourselves up for the final leg of our journey to rescue the 
bile farm bears and provide them sanctuary and lifelong care.

With much love and bear hugs,

Mary
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MESSAGE FROM MARY

First ever Facebook live event

Dear Members, Supporters and Friends, 

As we head into a new year the bears in our sanctuaries need your help now more than ever! Please consider making a year-end 
donation to the bears, or better still commit to sponsoring one of our rescued bears so that we are able to continue to offer a safe home 
to bears in need.

Enclosure 2 at Luang Prabang Wildlide Sanctuary



We seem to be as busy as ever in Cambodia.  This comes down 
to the fact that Cambodia is our 1argest sanctuary with over 120 
bears – that’s a lot of bears to rehabilitate and care for!  

Cambodia also houses our research program and has taken the 
lead in developing awareness generating activities such as Bear 
Care Tours and Volunteering, which we’re preparing to roll out 
across Laos and Vietnam.

In the past 9 months we’ve had 4 rescues in Cambodia, 2 sun 
bears and 2 moon bears.  3 of the 4 were young cubs with the 
most recent, Cambodian Rescue #204, estimated to be only a 
month old & requiring 24 hour care & 7 feeds a day.  In the 2 
months since her rescue she has started drinking milk from a 
bowl instead of her bottle, has started on solid foods and has 
already quadrupled her weight!  She’s very active, taking daily trips 
outdoors to play in the grass and learn to climb.

Already 3 of our new rescues have been sponsored and named 
– we’re very grateful to our generous and loving supporters and 
happy to welcome Alicia, Teddy and Sutty to the Free the Bears 
family.

Alicia, Teddy and CR204 are still in the cub nursery, too small to 
be integrated with the other cubs.  Sutty, a gorgeous 2 year old 
moon bear, has joined 3 young males – Squeaka and brothers 
CR194 & CR195 (yet to be sponsored and named).

We recently completed a diet change for all bears following a diet 
assessment with expertise and funding from Wildlife Reserves 
Singapore.  Our bears are now enjoying a scrumptious diet of 
mainly local vegetables such as sweet potato & jicama as well as 
a small amount of seasonal fruits including green mango, guava 
and dragon fruit. How do we know they are enjoying it? Well the 
proof really is in the POOP! With different shades of purple from 
the sweet potato or with dragon fruit seeds throughout, it’s a sign of 
what each bear prefers to eat.

In February we had experts from San Diego Zoo Institute for 
Conservation Research visit our research team to hold workshops 

and help progress a communications campaign to combat 
consumer demand for bear bile and other bear products in 
Cambodia.  It was a very successful week and we’re looking 
forward to the next steps in this very important project.  

Our research department has recently had some fabulous 
achievements – Thona Lim participated in a 3 month fellowship 
with the Oxford Martin School Illegal Wildlife Trade Programme 
at Oxford University, and a research paper about Vietnamese 
bear bile farmers is about to be published in the prestigious Oryx 
International Journal of Conservation.  Congratulations Free the 
Bears Research Programme!

Our volunteer programme is as busy as ever.  We’re excited 
to have recently moved the volunteer house to a brand new 
property located very close to the sanctuary. In recent months our 
dedicated volunteers refreshed several bear houses with a light & 
bright coat of white, particularly appreciated by our hard-working 
keepers.  We’ve also had research volunteers conducting research 
into various topics including the impact of enclosure location on 
stereotypical behavior (an indication of stress).

Our Volunteer Coordinator Jen has been hard at work setting up a 
special 2 week volunteer trip in September/October to help build 
our Vietnam sanctuary.  If you’re interested, hurry and contact Jen 
as there are only limited spots left.

The Cambodian Bear Care Tour was recently awarded a Trip 
Advisor Certificate of Excellence – congratulations to Pesei and her 
team for running this fabulous program.  We’re overjoyed with the 
positive feedback from our visitors - thank you to everyone who has 
supported us.
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MESSAGE FROM MARY

Our newest addition CR204 

UPDATES  
FROM THE FIELD

CAMBODIA

Volunteer Paul hard at work!  

Our awesome team enjoying Friday lunch

Our volunteer programme in Cambodia is open to anyone over the age of 18 - contact Jen by email (volunteer@
freethebears.org) for more information. We currently have spaces available throughout the next few months which 
are often the nicest in Cambodia – with regular rains keeping the sanctuary green and lush whilst also providing an 
excuse for impromptu breaks in the activities! The days vary considerably but everything is geared towards enriching 
the lives of the bears and making sure you enjoy your time in this beautiful country. 



page 04

UPDATES  
FROM THE FIELD

LAOS
It’s been a busy few months in Laos with 
various construction projects in progress as 
well as ongoing rescues – very exciting stuff 
for our Laos team. 

Since November we’ve rescued 9 moon 
bears, 6 red pandas, a common palm 
civet, macaques of various species, a 
leopard cat and a pygmy slow loris. Our 
heads are spinning just thinking about 
it. It’s great to see the Laos government 
increasing its capacity to combat the illegal 
wildlife trade.

Two of our rescued bears were terribly thin 
on arrival with reddish-brown coats, which 
can be a sign of malnutrition. The owners 
said they were 3 years old and had been 
fed bananas their entire lives although they 

were the size of 9 month old cubs! Thanks 
to your help they’re safe at the sanctuary 
and have put on weight.

Most of the other bear rescues were 
either small cubs or teenagers. The small 
cubs have been integrated with Beryl and 
Brenda and now we have 5 cubs in the 
cub nursery. It’s mayhem down there and 
they’re rapidly outgrowing the space, an 
issue we’ll soon have to deal with.

Two of the teenage rescues were integrated 
with our teen super group, now a dozen 
bears sharing a large forest enclosure. 
They’re a lovely group, with lots of playing, 
wrestling and very few tiffs. They’re quickly 
approaching sexual maturity so we’ll soon 
need to split the males from the females. 

We couldn’t fit the 3 recent rescues into the 
sanctuary and our friends at Laos Wildlife 
Rescue Centre near Vientiane have agreed 

to babysit the 3 until we can complete 
additional facilities. 

The rescue of 6 red pandas in January was 
an unexpected surprise – smuggled OUT of 
China (we assume to supply the exotic pet 
trade), sadly 3 died within hours of being 
rescued. The remaining 3 appear to be 
doing well. We’ve installed custom-made 
cooler nesting boxes and misting fans to 
escape the summer heat.

At our new Luang Prabang Wildlife 
Sanctuary (LPWS), Enclosure 2, a giant 

enclosure surrounding a large lake 
where our bears can romp and fish, is 
nearing completion. A new Cub Nursery 
and Quarantine House are partially 
complete. In 2018 we have additional 
plans for a 3rd bear house, a wildlife 
hospital, pangolarium/reptile pre-release 
facility and Small Carnivore Conservation 
Centre. Luckily we have plenty of room for 
expansion at LPWS.

We’ve recently completed a new 
educational area for tourists at Tat Kuang 
Si with funding from the Environment 
Protection Fund and the Australian 
Embassy in Vientiane, as well as assistance 
from a group of final year engineering 
students from University of Sunshine 
Coast. The enthusiastic students put their 
newfound skills to work and proved to be 
a great resource, helping progress several 

development and construction projects.

We’ve also had visits from wonderful 
supporters to help with our construction 
projects – school groups from Dubai and 
South Australia and a group of firemen 
from Perth. Thanks to everyone for your 
efforts.

It’s just been announced that the Laos 
Prime Minister has signed an order 
prohibiting trafficking, trade and farming 
of any CITES Appendix 1 species, making 
us hopeful for bile farm closures later this 

year. In the meantime we’ve been notified 
of 8 bears waiting for immediate rescue 
from Xayaboury province. Thank goodness 
Enclosure 2 & the Quarantine House at 
LPWS are nearing completion.

We now have 17 bears in Laos yet to be 
named. If you’d like to develop a lifelong 
close relationship with a bear, please adopt 
by becoming a Sole Naming Sponsor 
(AUD3,000 per year).

This year we’ll be launching our Laos 
volunteer program – a great opportunity 
to help build our new sanctuary and 
experience the charm of world heritage 
listed Luang Prabang. Please contact 
michelle@freethebears.org for more 
information.

Follow our Facebook page for updates of 
upcoming rescues, development projects 
and the volunteer program.

Teen cub super group at Tat Kuang Si, Xaikeo at LPWS 

Our Laos government partners rescuing Laos Rescue #56 & #57
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UPDATES  
FROM THE FIELD

VIETNAM
It is with great pride that we recently 
opened our newest Bear House 2 at Cat 
Tien National Park.  Our Free the Bears 
management and vet team joined our 
Vietnam team at Cat Tien National Park in 
early March for the opening.  
While we rushed to put the finishing 
touches on the enclosures (completing 
dens, installing hammocks, checking 
fencing and contingency planning for any 
issues which might arise) our vet team 
conducted health checks on the sun 
bears.
Eyes, teeth, claws and joints were 
checked, ultrasound examinations 
conducted, and samples taken for storage 
and analyses.
Some bears have damaged teeth from 
metal bars and poor diets prior to their 
rescue.  Our beautiful female sun bear 
Ty-ty required a canine extraction, expertly 
performed by our vet team (did you know 
that sun bears have the longest canine 
root to jaw size ratio of all bears?).
Following health checks, the bears 
were carefully taken the 3km to the 
new sanctuary where they were gently 
placed in their spacious dens and left to 
familiarise themselves with the smells and 
sounds of their new home. 
On March 10, with the entire team 
gathered, we opened the gates from the 
dens to the enclosures, allowing the bears 
access to their beautiful new forest.  It 

was quite a dramatic 
change for the bears 
and one can never 
be sure how they’ll 
react.  Initially the bears remained shy – 
all we glimpsed were muzzles sniffing the 
air followed by a hasty retreat to the safety 
of the den.
Moments later brave Ty-ty stepped out, 
took a few tentative steps and made a 
beeline for the forest.  While the other 
bears worked on their courage we could 
hear Ty-ty having the time of her life, 
ripping apart dead tree trunks foraging for 
insects.  You should have seen the smiles 
on the face of our team – I think our CEO 
Matt may have even shed a tear!  That 
night Ty-ty slept in the forest.
As days passed the other bears became 
braver and braver, exploring slightly 
further afield.  All of the sun bears are now 
enjoying the thick forest with several of the 
bears regularly nesting under the stars.
Meanwhile the first group of moon bears 
who were moved to Bear House 1 in July 
last year LOVE their new home.  Each day 
they amble out into the forest to forage, 
tearing up old tree trunks looking for 
insects, taking dips in cooling pools and 
napping on platforms while enjoying the 
mountain breezes.  Our Bear Care Team 
is adamant they’ve never seen the bears 
more calm, relaxed and happy.   We’re so 
pleased with the outcome.  

Our objective is to provide our rescued 
bears with a life as close to natural as 
possible - it warms our hearts to see the 
bears out in the forest, just being bears.
Thank you to everyone who has 
supported us on our journey to build and 
open Bear House 2 and Cat Tien Bear 
Sanctuary, especially our funding partners 
Welttierschutzgesellschaft, Marchig 
Animal Welfare Trust plus some other 
generous donors who prefer to remain 
anonymous. Without you, we couldn’t 
have done this.
We’re already well into construction of our 
much-needed Wildlife Hospital.  Our next 
scheduled project is Bear House 3 which 
will provide additional room for bile farm 
rescues we’re hoping will happen in the 
near future.
The building and expansion of new 
sanctuaries for the lifetime care of rescued 
bears has been identified as one of the 
final barriers to ending bear bile farming in 
Vietnam. Time is ticking for the estimated 
1,000 bears remaining in Vietnam’s 
bile farms, but with your help we are 
determined to see as many of these poor 
animals as possible given the opportunity 
to enjoy a second chance at life.

Nev, Free the Bears’ Regional Director, securing Bear House 2

Bear House 2 &, bears exploring their new enclosure, a happy Moon bear in Bear House 1
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Our understanding of bears 
and the threats they face in 
Southeast Asia has grown 
over the years through the 
efforts of our Research 
Programme which has 
been busy carrying out 
research into the status and 
distribution of bears, public 
awareness and attitudes, 
and bear behaviour and 
welfare. Much of this has 
been achieved through 
partnerships with local 
universities and protected 
area staff and by our local 
scholarship students and 
visiting volunteers.

In 2016 we welcomed our first fulltime Cambodian Research 
Programme staff - Lim Thona, MSc. At just 26 years old, Thona is 
part of a new generation of locally trained conservation biologists 
working to protect biodiversity in Cambodia.

At a young age Thona had little awareness of biodiversity 
conservation - growing up as the 5th of 7 children to a rice farmer 
father and teacher mother in Kampong Chhnang Province, north of 
Phnom Penh. Thona first moved to Phnom Penh in 2008 to study 

chemistry at the Royal University of Phnom Penh (RUPP). Following 
her Bachelor’s degree, Thona taught science to 10-12 year olds at 
an international school in Phnom Penh. As her knowledge about 
nature grew, so too did her determination to protect it. It was then 
that Thona decided to follow a career in conservation.

In 2013 Thona began her MSc in Biodiversity Conservation at 
RUPP. Her research required her to explore caves, day and night, in 
search of bat colonies in limestone karst – one of the most important 
habitats for biodiversity in Southeast Asia. In 2015 Thona graduated 
at the top of her class.

Today, as Research Programme Officer, Thona trains and supervises 
research teams, inspects wildlife markets and advises MSc 
scholarship students to complete bear-related research. She has 
received a grant from the National Geographic Society to research 
the use of wildlife in Traditional Khmer Medicine and she recently 
completed a fellowship in Oxford.  The main focus of Thona’s work 
is assessing awareness and attitudes of Cambodian people towards 
bears and bear part use. This involves conducting thousands of 
interviews across the country which will enable us to deliver targeted 
behaviour change campaigns. 

One of her favourite parts of the job is visiting the Cambodian Bear 
Sanctuary and observing bear behaviour and interactions. When 
asked what drives her to achieve so much, she replied “the more I 
learn about bears, the more I love them.” Congratulations Thona on 
your achievements and thank you for your hard work and dedication.

SPOTLIGHT ON
LIM THONA – FROM BAT CAVES TO 
BEAR DENS 

NEW LOVES AND SAD LOSSES
We welcome new arrivals with open arms each month whilst shedding a tear for those who leave us. Here are just a few of our newest 
arrivals and some sad losses from the past few months;

With heavy hearts we said goodbye to Ooshie, Jesus, Scout & Srey Soar 

Welcome Teddy!

LR#54, rescued just in time RIP Scout, gone too soon 

Leaving a Legacy for Our Bears: 
At the very core of Free the Bears is the belief that the actions of individuals can make a difference and help ensure the survival of bears 
in danger of extinction.  What better way to demonstrate this than by leaving a legacy to help us provide a safe future filled with love for 
all the bears in our care, as well as the ones who will need us in years to come. 

For many animal-lovers, leaving a legacy is the greatest gift that you will ever bestow upon our four-legged friends. With each rescued 
bear arriving at our sanctuaries we accept responsibility for providing care for the rest of their natural lives if needed – a commitment 
that we take very seriously. Over the past 23 years many kind-hearted individuals have helped ensure that we are able to continue to 
provide world-class sanctuaries and the very best care to bears in need. We thank these people from the bottom of our hearts.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA UPDATE 
By Nicole Arielli  Tel: (08) 9244 1096 
Email: office@freethebears.org

PERTH: Perth Zoo had its annual Teddy 
Bears Picnic in March with over 8,000 
people visiting the zoo that day and our 
rescued bears Bopha and JamRan being a 
big hit with young and old. Nearly $2,000 
was raised through merchandise sales 
and a raffle by Jan Sabin and her team 
of volunteers. A HUGE thank you to all 
of our volunteers for making this such 
a successful event. In March Miss Lady 
Lace entertained our WA supporters with 
her Bearlesque show. The attendees were 
very generous on the night raising close to 
$900. It was enjoyed by one and all.

Free the Bears annual WA Raffle will run 
from 15th May till 10th August - great 
prizes to be won and all the proceeds 
going towards building a new Vet Clinic in 
Vietnam. To purchase a book or to help sell 
tickets at stalls across WA, please contact 
the office on9244 1096. 

ALBANY: Our Albany group has seen steady 
fundraising under the guidance of our 
wonderful new co-ordinator, Sue Breheny, 
who has big shoes to fill now that Chris 
Offer has stepped down after 16 years. 
Welcome Sue, your excellent organisational 
and communications skills have already 
come to the fore. And to Chris – what can 
I say? Without your passion, dedication, 
motivation and masterful “persuasion”, 
our group would never have flourished, 
nor had half the success in supporting the 
bears that we are all very proud to share. 
Thank you both so much!

Our stall at the Albany Agricultural Show 
in November raised $1,600. This was 
closely followed by an Open Garden at the 
beautiful rural home of Pippa and Mike 
Murphy, however disaster struck when a 
powerful storm cut through their property, 
uprooting scores of mature trees and 
leaving the garden (and our Bears group) 
utterly devastated. Fortunately a knight 
in shining armour came to our rescue 
when ex-FTB Treasurer Wayne Monks 
offered us his picturesque garden on the 
Kalgan River. Over two days our Garden 
Fair brought in $4,234 and Wayne so 
generously donated all proceeds to the 
bears. Thank you, Wayne!

We held our street appeal in February to 
coincide with a visiting cruise ship, and 
despite the fickle Albany weather being 
rather unkind on the day, our tins totalled 
$2,420. Our thanks to appeal organiser 

extraordinaire, Chris Bowler, who once 
again did an amazing job in preparing the 
day.

Four of the ever-reliable Bunnings sausage 
sizzles, held in November, December, 
March and April, raised over $4,500 in 
total. Another sausage sizzle and second 
hand book stall at our new Coles in 
Orana fetched $820. Thanks to Bunnings 
and Coles for this valuable fundraising 
opportunity. We greatly appreciate the 
ongoing support of the Albany community 
- a big thank you to Albany and all our 
volunteers who work tirelessly for the 
bears. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA UPDATE 
By Krystine and Alan Evans  Tel: 0417 237 
259 (Alan) or 0403 944 978 (Krystine) 
Email: sasupport@freethebears.org 

The SA group ended 2017 with a flurry of 
activity. The 2017 Royal Show provided 
disappointing weather but was still a big 
success in raising funds and awareness. 
Aside from participating in the Mascot 
Parade each day, Sunny bear also took 
the opportunity to participate in the 
inaugural Mascot Games (with big thanks 
to volunteer Penny!). 

We also held stands at the Whole Life Expo, 
In the Raw Festival and the Vegan Festival 
none of which we could have done without 
the dedication of our wonderful volunteers 
– thank you! In December Vicky Mackenzie 
hosted a “Bear-y Xmas Quiz Night”, raising 
over $3,400! Quiz attendees were delighted 
by an impromptu cameo performance 
of “Jingle Bears” thanks to four brave 
quizzers (and members of local aCapella 
group High Spirits Harmony) hoping for 
some bonus points! We ended the year 
with a well-deserved “CeleBEARation” for 
volunteers.

We were also very grateful to have member 
Sheila conduct talks to local community 
groups during the year, and Angela’s 
enthusiasm for selling Entertainment Books 
resulted in over $2,000 going directly to 
the bears!  During 2017 we raised over 
$26,500 for FTB and we would like to 
acknowledge all of our volunteers and 
supporters in helping us to achieve this. 
Whether you have shown up to meetings, 
volunteered or attended an event, held a 
fundraiser, purchased an item or simply 
shared the FTB story with others, we are so 
very grateful to each and every one of you. 

2018 kicked off with a stand at the Animal 
Expo at Adelaide Showground. Our 

hardworking volunteers and Sunny bear (a 
star attraction as always) made some cute 
and cuddly new friends and raised $1,768!

We are immensely grateful to have 
received a cheque for $895 from Bittondi 
Printmakers Association from their “Bears 
and Blooms 3” exhibition held in the 
Gallery at Mrs Harris’ Shop last September. 
This talented group of artists has donated 
all profits from the sale of their wonderful 
prints for three years running and we are 
humbled and touched by their artistic 
talents and ongoing generosity.

VICTORIA UPDATE 
By Meredith Sharp 
Email: vicsupport@freethebears.org

It has been a slow start to the year but we 
are planning quite a number of events in 
the second half of the year. We are a small 
committee and always seeking volunteers 
to join the committee. In April a small 
group of dedicated supporters attended 
our movie afternoon, however we still 
managed to raise $645. There were lots of 
raffles and yummy home made cup cakes.

NEW SOUTH WALES UPDATE 
By Samantha Lamb  
Email: nswsupport@freethebears.org

In the past 6 months, NSW has been 
very busy. In November, a small group 
of volunteers made the trip to Laos to 
see the new sanctuary and help at Tat 
Kuang Si. We had a fantastic time and 
are planning to return in November 2018. 
At the beginning of December we held a 
stall at Cobity markets. We had a fun time 
educating market visitors on the plight of 
the bears, raising greatly needed funds and 
selling merchandise. Also in December 
we had an extremely successful Christmas 
lunch fundraiser. Over 60 guests raised 
over $10,000 on the day through raffles, 
auctions and merchandise. In February 
we held a stall at the Mardi Gras Fair Day, 
where lots of people learnt about Free the 
Bears and bought an FTB gift. At the end 
of April, our Barefoot Bowls was such a fun 
day and competition was fierce. Everyone 
enjoyed a well-deserved lunch after the 
bowls, followed by games and a raffle. Our 
annual Mothers Day Raffle is taking place, 
with 3 huge hampers to be won and prizes 
include gold class movie tickets, zoo 
passes, wine, chocolate and 
heaps of body products. 

FUNDRAISING UPDATES
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MAKING A MONTHLY DONATION TO SUPPORT OUR 
BEARS
With more bears arriving at our sanctuaries each month, many of them suffering 
from terrible injuries sustained at the hands of their captors, monthly donations 
are a great way to help provide for their care. Each tin of milk formula (essential 
for orphaned cubs) costs $15 while $30 helps provide honey and other tasty 
treats for a rescued Moon bear for a week. Monthly donations help you to 
plan your finances more easily, and help us to budget for the ongoing care of 
bears that require life-long support. Just contact Jeannie in our Perth office 
on accounts@freethebears.org.au if you’d like to know how to set up monthly 
donations.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Our State Support Groups are absolutely 
vital to the continued welfare of our rescued 
bears – building the groundswell of support 
that we need to continue our vital work. We 
are currently seeking new State Support Group 
Coordinators for Queensland and Tasmania. 
The coordinator role involves building and 
coordinating a team of volunteers to deliver 
fundraising events and activities within your 
area. This might include quiz nights, movie 
nights, dinners, luncheons or raffles, as well 
as stalls at festivals, shopping centres or local 
markets. Support Group Coordinators need to 
have effective communication skills together 
with excellent organisational skills – you will 
help to inspire existing and new volunteers to 
join us on our mission to Free the Bears!   

State Support Group Coordinators are 
supported by Free the Bears office in Perth. If 
you would like to be a part of an enthusiastic 
and dedicated team of like-minded people 
contributing to the long-term protection of 
the bears we’d love to hear from you. Please 
submit your expression of interest to office@
freethebears.org.au outlining why you would 
like this position and what your skills are. You 
are welcome to share this advert with anyone 
you know who may be interested.

Special thanks to Nannup Ridge Estate Winery 
for sponsoring the production of this newsletter

Photographic credits for this newsletter are 
due to FTB staff and volunteers.

Cover Photo: Kong. Rescued from a restaurant 
and bar in 2001, Kong was almost blind when 
in 2014 he had surgery to restore his vision. He 
has thrived since this time.

PLEASE HELP US SAVE ON POSTAGE AND PAPER by 

receiving the FTB newsletter and receipts via your 

email. You can sign up for the newsletter via our 

website or Facebook page. If your current email 

has changed or if you have a new email address, 

please send it our way. You’ll be helping us and 

the environment at the same time. Email your 

details to accounts@freethebears.org.au

2018 - COMING EVENTS
WA
Albany: Quiz Night 
Beryl Grant Community Centre
August 25th

SA 
World Environment Fair
Adelaide Showground, 10am - 5pm
June 2nd & 3rd

Movie Night
Early July TBC
Check our FTB-SA Facebook page for more details

Royal Adelaide Show 
Adelaide Showground, Wayville, SA 5034
Our biggest annual event for South Australia is always 
a hit so be sure to come see us again this year!
August 31st – September 9th

VIC
High Tea
Mary Eats Cake, 558 Sydney Road, Brunswick
Saturday 3rd June, 2:30pm-4:30pm
Join us for a deliciously indulgent afternoon in a 
beautiful space – enjoying artisanal teas, seasonal 
sweets and savouries, and unlimited scones! Tickets 
are $75 each with numbers strictly limited

NSW
Christmas In July
Sunday 29th July
A huge, yummy Christmas feast will be served in 
July. I bet your mouth is watering just thinking about 
it. Games, a raffle, an auction and merchandise (do 
your Xmas shopping early!) will all be part of the fun. 
Contact Sam for more information. 

BREAKING NEWS: WORLD EXPEDITIONS FREE THE BEARS VIETNAM & LAOS JOURNEY: Spend 7 days at the bear 
sanctuaries in both Vietnam and Laos, working with the staff behind the scenes on a variety of bear enrichment 
and build programs, with the added bonus of visiting the Dao Tien Endangered Primate Species Centre and 
the fantastic MandaLao Elephant Sanctuary. Help the team lay the finishing touches to the new Luang Prabang 
Wildlife Sanctuary in preparation for an official opening ceremony which will take place on the last day of the 
tour - a truly historic moment that will help improve the lives of not only bears but also many other species 
affected by the illegal wildlife trade in Laos.  For more information www.worldexpeditions.com/Vietnam/Walking/
Free-the-Bears-Vietnam-and-Laos-Journey



Without the brave actions of our founder Mary Hutton, Free the 
Bears would not exist. Over 900 bears would not have been rescued 
and given lifelong care in beautiful sanctuaries.  
The lives of thousands of people throughout Asia and the rest of the 
world would not have been changed for the better. The bears we’ve 
rescued would be in a far darker situation (or worse).

But Mary did not do this alone – along the journey she had, and 
continues to have, an amazing support network of like-minded, 
caring, generous and loving supporters. Yes that’s YOU we’re talking 
about. Here are just a few of the people and organisations that have 
helped us over the last few months. Thank you to everyone who has 
helped along the way:

THANKS TO YOU, WE HAVE ACHIEVED SO MUCH

NSW Supporter Group enjoying a very successful Christmas Party – Good work team!

Volunteer Wendy at Albany Agriculture Show

Rescued red panda in custom built ice-cooled nesting 
box – thanks to Feral Wild Animal Project

Volunteer Tayla helping implement new diet in 
Cambodia

New education zone at Tat Kuang Si

New enclosure for pygmy slow loris. Thanks to 
the firemen from Perth!

San Diego Zoo and Free the Bears research 
workshop

Bear House 2 at Cat Tien National Park

New primate enclosure at LPWS thanks Blackwood High & Dubai 
International School

Blackwood High School, Adelaide students helping endangered species

Sheila & Bob with Sunny (Penny) at the Animal 
Expo SA

Bob, Joanne & Preeti at the Vegan Festival, SA

CUTEST BEAR CUB EVER! 
Assorted all-purpose greetings cards, 
pack of six
Cost: $12 each
Post: $3 Aus, $5 o/s

BEANIES
One size
Colour: Dark or Light Grey
Cost: $15 each
Post: $6 Aus, $8 o/s

CAPS
One size
Colour: Green, Blk
Cost: $12.50 each
Post: $4 Aus, $6 o/s

REUSABLE COFFEE CUPS
Help save the planet without missing out 
on your morning coffee. Available in two sizes.
350ml Cost $15 each    480ml Cost $18
Post $6 Aus, $9 o/s       Post $6 Aus, $9 o/s

MARYS BIOGRAPHY
On Special - Mary Hutton’s biography 
of her journey with Free the Bears
Cost: $20 each
Post: $10 Aus, $10 o/s

TOM TOM
Tom Tom is named after Tom Tom the 
sun bear at our Cambodian Sanctuary 
and the only known sun and moon 
bear Hybrid
Cost: $9 each
Post: $4 Aus, $6 o/s

BRANDY
Named after our unique golden bear, 
Brandy is a limited edition celebrating 
21 years caring for bears.
Cost: $30 each
Post: $7 Aus, $10 o/s

CALICO BAG
Cost: $9 each
Post: $3 Aus, $5 o/s

MOLLY BEAR
Gorgeous little sun bear, which is a 
great gift idea for all occasions.
Cost: $9 each
Post: $4 Aus, $6 o/s

ROSIE RED PANDA
Rosie Red is a gorgeous plush red panda, 
both a unique species and unique toy! 
She’s a real cutie-pie with a big brushy red 
bear-cat tail.
Cost: $18 each
Post: $7 Aus, $10 o/s

THONGS
Limited edition Free the Bears thongs by Etiko. Made from recycled rubber, employing 
fair trade principles to help Sri Lankan communities. These funky thongs are designed to 
last and make unique gifts
Cost: $22 per pair
Post: $7.50 Aus, $15 o/s

THONG SIZE CHART
UK 2/3 4/5 6/7 7/8 8/9 8/9 11/12
EU 35/36 37/38 39/40 41/42 42/43 43/44 45/46
AU M 2/3 4/5 6/7 7/8 8/9 9/10 11/12
     F 4/5 6/7 7/8 8/9 9/10 11/12

FREETHEBEARS
Merchandise Order Form

STUBBY HOLDER 
Keep your drinks beary cool with these 
Free the Bears stubby holders! At your 
next party you’ll be the coolest cat...err, 
bear. Available in Free the Bears colours, 
green and black
Cost: $7.50 each
Post: $4 Aus, $6 o/s

CONTACT DETAILS
First Name Surname

Address

City State Postcode

Email

Phone



THANKS TO YOU, WE WILL ACHIEVE SO MUCH
Below are some of our ongoing projects expected to be completed in the next 6 months. We can only achieve our goals or rescuing and caring for 
more bears with your continued support. Thank you, thank you, thank you, we can’t say it enough.

WHERE WE NEED HELP:

For many of our major infrastructure projects we’re able to secure 
funding support from zoo, corporate and other institutional partners. 
Where we most need YOUR support is to help us provide lifelong 
care for the rescued bears in our sanctuaries (who live up to 40 
years). To help make up for their past suffering and provide the 

best life possible, our rescued bears require vet care, a healthy diet, 
enrichment activities, climbing towers and hammocks as well as large 
forest enclosures with cooling pools. Please become a monthly donor 
to help us provide this care – even a small monthly donation adds up. 
Please contact our Perth office or visit our website to set up a monthly 
donation.

AUD$15 will feed a healthy diet to a rescued bear for 3 days 

AUD$35 will feed a healthy diet to a rescued bear for a week

AUD$150 will feed a healthy diet to a rescued bear for a month 

AUD$250 will care for a rescued bear for a month - healthy diet, vet 
care & enrichment to stimulate their complex minds

Wildlife Hospital at Cat Tien 
National Park, Vietnam 

Cub nursery at LPWS almost complete.  
Thanks for YOUR help

Quarantine House at LPWS. Thanks to the Good Friday Appeal!
University of Sunshine Coast engineering students use their skills

New Member I would like to join for 12 months and 
receive a quarterly newsletter

6 month Sponsorship

Renewal I would like to renew my existing 
membership for an additional 12 months

1 year Sponsorship

Renewal I would like to renew my existing 
membership for an additional 36 months

Life Member I would like to become a Life Member

Donation I would like to make a donation of

T-shirt I would like to order a Free the Bears T-shirt
T-shirt Please indicate your choice of T-shirt and select your 

shipping type below: 

Cheque enclosed (made payable to Free the Bears Fund Inc.) Cheque enclosed (made payable to Free the Bears Fund Inc.)

No receipt required No receipt required

Money order enclosed Money order enclosed

Credit Card Credit Card

Name of Cardholder Name of Cardholder

Payment Method Payment Method

Postage within Australia, please add Postage within Australia, please add 
Postage outside Australia, please add Postage outside Australia, please add

A$

Total A$ Total A$

A$60

A$200

A$35

A$400

A$90

A$325

A$20 A$20

A$5
A$12

A$5
A$12

Visa VisaMastercard Mastercard

S S

White WhiteGrey Grey

M ML LXL XLXXL XXL

Card number Card number

Expiry ExpirySignature Signature

Name

Address

Suburb Suburb P/Code

Phone

Save the trees! I would prefer to receive the newsletter by email

Volunteer! I would like to help out a Support Group

Email

Please choose one of the following bears 
available for sponsorship; you can read 
more about them on our website:

Cambodia Laos Vietnam India

Brandy Kham

Lom

Hope Amitabh

CJ

Vieng

Shoelace

Mokiup

Seripheap

When you become a new sponsor of  a bear you will receive a certifi-
cate of sponsorship, a photograph of your bear and a Free the Bears 
T-shirt. Please tick below ( all prices are GST inclusive):

Please tick (all prices are GST inclusive):

Please post your form/s to:
Free the Bears Fund Inc.
PO Box 1393, Osborne Park DC
Western Australia 6916

Phone +61 8 9244 1096
Fax +61 8 9244 4649
Email info@freethebears.org
Web www.freethebears.org

DID YOU KNOW?

You can now pay your sponsorship by monthly auto-
deductions or direct deposit?

Please contact the Head Office on (08) 9244 1096 or email 
sponsorship@freethebears.org

Fun Bearlesque event with Miss Lady Lace WA Volunteers Monique, Brooke, Kylie & Dan at 
the SA Royal Show

NSW Supporter Group barefoot bowls







GIVE A BEAR A TREAT

SWIMMING POOL $700 CLIMBING TOWER $1000

Total

HAMMOCK $100 HEALTH CHECK $250

HARVESTED HONEY $20 TREAT BALL $60

Please tick (all prices are GST inclusive)







CONTACT DETAILS
First Name Surname

Address

City State Postcode

Email

Phone

PLEASE POST YOUR FORMS TO:
Free the Bears Fund Inc
PO Box 1393
Osborne Park DC Western Australia 6916

Phone: 08 9244 1096
Email: accounts@freethebears.org.au
Web: www.freethebears.org

DID YOU KNOW?  
Free the Bears is a registered charity in Australia, meaning 
any donation or bear sponsorship can be claimed as a tax  
deduction (for Australians).  Check out our new website 
www.freethebears.org

 I prefer to receive communications via EMAIL

 I prefer to receive the newsletter via mail only

 I prefer to receive no further communications from Free the Bears
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