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News, products and ideas from the green frontline
W O R D S  A N N A T U R N S

FUTURE hOME

WEAVE FROM WASTE 
Wondering what to do with your 
unwanted household textiles? 
Join London-based weaver  
Maria Sigma and learn how 
to turn everything from old 
T-shirts to pillowcases into 
woven masterpieces. 

Maria specialises in hand-
weaving undyed, woollen fabrics 
on a traditional wooden loom 
using British sheep and Alpaca 
wool. She avoids dyes as they 

require huge amounts of water, 
and her weaving and cutting 
technique minimises yarn waste. 
Combining traditional patterns 
with geometric motifs, Maria’s 
Greek heritage is apparent in the 
flashes of Aegean blue yarn she 
uses to stitch the edges of throws 
and cushions, the only part of the 
process which uses dyed wool. 

  To buy a starter weaving kit or to book a  
hand-weaving workshop, visit mariasigma.com

LET’S PARTY!
If you’re fed up with throwaway 
paraphernalia this party season, hire 
a reusable party kit. A new national 
network of more than 135 independents 
ready to hire out their kit of reusable 
plates, cups, bowls, cutlery, jugs, serving 
dishes and decorations has been set up by 
Isabel Mack, founder of the Zero Plastic 
Hero online guide (zeroplastichero.com).

 ‘I run an online library of swaps for 
everyday products to help people reduce 
their waste – paper plates, for example, 
aren’t easily recycled due to their plastic 
coating and food debris,’ explains Isabel, 
who works with Dian Sofia, founder 
of the directory Zero Waste Near Me 
(zerowastenear.me). 

 partykitnetwork.uk

HOTTING UP 
Italian-made recyclable radiators 
made from waste marble dust are 
now stocked by The Radiator Centre. 
Usually a by-product from the 
marble-cutting process, crushed 
marble dust is reconstituted with 
water, non-chemical binding agents 
and then compressed. The mix is 
poured by hand into moulds where 
it settles for up to five days at low 
temperatures. In principle, these 
innovative panels could be crushed 
to separate the marble dust from 
the other components and then 
reprocessed to create new radiators. 

 The Livingstone collection starts from £1,302; 
theradiatorcentre.com

REFASHIONED FABRICS
Newquay-based upcycler and eco-
seamstress Elli Rutson has created a 
collection of upcycled denim pieces 
and home accessories inspired by her 
coastal surroundings. ‘Charity shops 
hold enormous stocks of perfect fast-
fashion jeans which simply don’t sell, so 
I’ve developed a range of upcycled denim 
products that invoke the look and feel of 
the Cornish coast, from cushion covers 
to clocks, decorative wall hangings and 
book covers,’ says Elli. 

She also takes discarded boogie 
boards to make notice boards, and has 
transformed factory-waste neoprene 
wetsuits into bus seat covers and a well-
loved Burberry coat into a weekend bag. 
For 2020, she is designing a range of bags 
using preloved, vintage fabrics. 

 sprigasaurus.co.uk
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INSPIRED BY NATURE   
Award-winning textile designer 
Lorna Syson has partnered with 
ultra-sustainable paint manufacturer 
Graphenstone to launch three 
complementary paint palettes – Birds, 
Blooms and Bedrock – which also 
coordinate with her own range of fabrics 
and wallpaper.

Graphenstone’s durable and carbon-
neutral paints are derived from raw 
natural mineral limestone, which absorbs 
120g CO2 per square metre as the paint 
cures over its lifetime. Mixed in Norfolk, 
these paints are infused with graphene, 
the strongest known material. 

‘As well as achieving colourful interiors 
that reflect gorgeous natural tones, I want 
interior designers and consumers to 
embrace materials that avoid polluting 
the environment through their production 
and application,’ Lorna explains.

  lornasyson.co.uk; graphenstone.co.uk

FOSSIL FEATURES 
Petrified wood 
bowls and chopping 
boards plus teak 
root coffee tables 
are the latest 
handmade pieces 
by Indigenous, 
an Oxfordshire-
based interiors 
company. Petrified 
or fossilised wood 
has been starved 
of oxygen while 
underground, 
so it becomes a 
textured, stone-like 
material. The teak 
root table is made 
from the salvaged 
roots of fallen teak 
trees, which would 
otherwise be burnt 
or discarded. 

 Teak root table, £1,100; 
indigenous.co.uk 

RAISE THE BAR
Cut plastic from the bathroom with Sue 
Campbell’s new unisex range of solid 
shampoos and conditioners. ‘We’ve 
collaborated with a cosmetic scientist to 
produce our vegan Kind2 hair-care products. 
Because they aren’t soap-based, they work 
well in hard water and they’re totally plastic-
free,’ says Sue. Shampoos include The Sensitive 
One for sensitive scalps and The Hydrating One 
for dry or chemically treated hair, plus a solid 
conditioner, The Restoring One, for moisture 
and shine.

 The shampoo bar is £12.50 and lasts for 60 washes; kind2.me


