
Parkway Clematis Guide
General Care: Clematis prefer a minimum of 4 or more hours of sun per day for optimal blooming 
however, there are a few varieties that will grow well in lower light. In keeping with the old adage of; 
“their heads in the sun and their feet in the shade” clematis roots should be protected from the hot 
summer sun with either a foundation planting or a good layer of mulch. Mulching will also help to 
insulate tender roots in the winter. Clematis enjoy cool, well drained, moist soil and regular watering.

Planting Advise: In preparation for planting, dig a hole 18” wide by 18” deep and be sure to line the
new hole with 3 in 1 soil and a handful of bone meal. Place your clematis in the hole so that a 
minimum of 3” of stem is below the finished soil line. Fill the remaining space with the rest of the 3 in 
1. Clematis are not self clinging and will require the help of an obelisk or trellis to climb. Be sure to 
securely attach the stems to the support to prevent breakage. Clematis are a wonderful companion plant
that can also be trained to climb up the trunk of a tree or branches of a nearby shrub.

Feeding your Clematis: In the early spring as soon as new shoots begin to grow is the time to 
begin feeding your clematis. This first application can be done with a Perennial & Vine feed or a good 
general all purpose fertilizer. Once your clematis is actively growing switching to a fertilizer designed 
to promote flowers (ex- Power Bloom) will maximize the number of blooms. This type of fertilizer can 
be applied twice monthly.

When to Prune:  To simplify things, Clematis varieties will fall into one of three pruning groups. 
Keeping the tag or label after purchase comes in handy should you forget what variety you have!

Group Varieties

Group A (or 1): Prune these vines right after 
they finish blooming in the spring. The new 
shoots that appear will bear flowers the 
following year.

Willy, Early Sensation, Fragrant Spring, Joe Zary,

Group B (or 2): These vines bloom in late 
spring/early summer with a second flush of 
flowers in late summer. Prune lightly in early
spring to thin out branches. Consider a hard 
prune every second year to rejuvenate the 
plant.

Asao, Blue Light, Blue Ravine, Cotton Candy, C.W. 
Dowman, Dr.Ruppel, Fragrant Star, General Sikorski, 
Guernsey Cream, Gillian Blades, Hania, H.F. Young, 
Julka, Little Duckling, Kilian Donahue, Louise Rowe, 
Ms. Spencer Castle, Multiblue, Mystic Gem, Nelly 
Moser, Piilu, Pink Fantasy, Red Star, Sapphire Indigo, 
Sieboldii, The First Lady,
The Vagabond, Vancouver Sea Breeze, Veronica's 
Choice, Ville de Lyon, Violette Elizabeth, Violet 
Elizabeth, Vyvian Pennell, Warsaw Nike, Westerplatte,
Will Goodwin 

Group C (or 3): This type of Clematis 
blooms in late summer. Cut these vines in 
early spring as close to the ground as 
possible ideally leaving 2-3 buds per stem.

Arabella, Cardinal Wyszynski, Ernest Markham, Etoile 
Violette, Huldine, Jackmanii
Madame Julia Correvon, Polish Spirit, Purpurea Plena 
Elegans, Rouge Cardinal, Rubramarginata, Tie Dye,
Ville de Lyon




