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Brand 
Evolution

This season, we are proud to launch a new collection developed specifically for 
the retail channel. The collection consists of a focused assortment of outdoor 
apparel featuring our best-in-class waterproof, thermal shell and moisture wicking 
technologies with innovative new designs and colors. As partners critical to the 
success of our brand, we want to make this new collection available to our loyal 
distributors who have shared the journey with us since the early days of Stormtech.
 
Our core range of Stormtech products will continue to proudly bear the classic 
lighthouse logo which you have all come to know. This product category will be 
primarily focused on the unique requirements of the corporate industry - subtle 
branding, corporate colors and most importantly, deep stock.
 
Our Fall 18 magazine features an exciting array of content from a detailed overview 
of how to effectively layer-up for the outdoors to the introduction of our new 
philanthropic initiative. For every jacket sold, we donate a jacket to one of our 
partner organizations that work with inner-city youth to explore the outdoors.
 
We are excited about the bold new direction of our product collection, our brand, and 
we are confident you will enjoy what you are about to read. 
 
Thanks as always for your continued support and hope you enjoy the latest 
Stormtech Magazine.
 
Blake Annable
President & CEO
Stormtech





Natural  
Inspiration

With images like this one from Vienna, Austria, 
#StormTechPhotoChallenge winner Sam 
McAllister shared his eye for the outdoors. 
See more of his inspiring work in “Community 
Showcase,” beginning on page 9.

Fall is a time of transition. Gone are the blooms of spring and summer, 

replaced by a natural patina of warmth and the first signs of winter. 

In different regions, fall means different things: for some, it brings a 

welcome respite from the heat of a southern summer. For others, it’s a 

last chance to explore terra firma before a northern winter takes hold. 

Wherever you are, fall is a time of opportunity—to get outdoors, to 

explore, to recharge in nature. 

 For Stormtech, fall is a time to share our 

love of the natural world. A new retail collection 

is now available online and will be offered at 

select storefronts by spring ’19. It’s thoughtfully 

designed apparel made to comfortably explore 

the outdoors, from local diversions to far-

flung escapes. You’ll find it throughout this 

magazine: upon Renee Hahnel in the growing 

outdoor destination of Bend, Oregon, and in 

use by the employees of our business partners 

at SunDog Tour Co. in Jasper, Alberta. It’s on 

display across the globe with inspirational 

outdoor photographers who participated in the 

Stormtech Photo Challenge. You’ll learn how to 

effectively utilize our layering systems to stay 

comfortable on any outing. And you’ll find our 

attire enabling teens enrolled in the Street2Peak 

Project via the nascent 1:1 Initiative.

 After 40-plus years in the apparel business, 

we’ve learned that personal relationships are 

paramount. With that in mind, the 1:1 Initiative is 

designed to spread our love of the outdoors, by 

partnering with local charity organizations who 

help at-risk youth explore nature. For every 

online retail sale of $100 or more through our 

online channels, we’ll donate one item to one of 

our partner organizations, no strings attached. 

“Although it’s grown over the years, Stormtech 

remains a family business with values that 

extend beyond the bottom line,” President and 

Founder Blake Annable says. “The 1:1 Initiative 

builds upon our own appreciation for nature—

and that of our customers—to help a new 

generation find outdoor inspiration.”

 It begins with two organizations in our 

hometown of Vancouver, BC: the Street2Peak 

Project, which takes students on distant 

journeys into the outdoors, and the Take-A-

Hike Foundation, which is focused on excursions 

closer to home. As our online retail presence 

grows, so will our list of charitable partnerships. 

We believe in the power of nature to rejuvenate, 

recharge and stimulate our souls.

 We’re committed to sharing our love of the 

natural world.

 Fall is a time to inspire.
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nurtured by nature

http://www.stormtech.ca/


We’ve redefined the 3-in-1 jacket.

SYSTEM UPGRADE

MATRIX SYSTEM JACKET
XB-4



COMMUNITY SHOWCASE

Stormtech
Photo Challenge 

“The Mendocino coast in Northern California is 
home of towering redwoods and rocky shorelines. 
One of the many gems of this region is Mendocino 
Headlands State Park, a small peninsula with 
access to sea caves and pebble beaches. Here, my 
dad stands along a cliffside trail silhouetted by a 
dramatic sunset while sea foam recedes back into 
the tide.”
Photo: Andy Woodward



COMMUNITY SHOWCASE

Stormtech
Photo Challenge 



“We hope it will inspire you to capture your own 
outdoor explorations and share them with us.”

Here at Stormtech, we celebrate those who use our products to enjoy 

the outdoors. These like-minded folks who go outside in search of 

solitude, relaxation and rejuvenation in turn inspire us to engage with 

the natural world. It’s a symbiotic relationship—a positive feedback 

loop of creativity and design as we all work together to find harmony 

with nature.  

 To build upon this common bond, we 

launched the #StormtechPhotoChallenge in 

November of 2017. The goal was to encourage 

people to pursue an active lifestyle and share 

their unique stories via social media. In return, 

Stormtech offered up a full year worth of gear 

and apparel to the four photographers who 

submitted the most compelling bodies of work. 

The contest ran for three months, and we were 

wowed by over 1,000 unique submissions, all 

of which further connected our community to 

outdoor pursuits. With imagery coming in from all 

over the globe, the #StormtechPhotoChallenge 

brought our distant community together over a 

simple appreciation for the outdoors.

 In the end, it was two photographers 

on near opposite sides of the world who best 

captured our imaginations. Sam McAllister, 

a young man from Ireland (@sam.travel on 

Instagram), impressed us with his unique 

compositions and mastery of light, from 

panoramic visions of Dublin to the juxtaposition 

of the Atlantic Ocean and the towering Cliffs of 

Moher, and took first place. Andy Woodward 

(@itsvndy), a California native now attending 

university in Bozeman, Montana, inspired us 

with balanced moments of high action and 

deep contemplation, from the snow-capped 

Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Coast, which 

made him the first runner up.

 In addition, Sam and Andy won the right 

to showcase their work in this magazine. We 

hope it will inspire you to capture your own 

outdoor explorations and share them with us 

once again. 

 #StormtechMoments is live now. Learn 

more at stormtechusa.com and on our social 

media channels, and share your next adventure 

with us.  

“My friend Dan and I took a trip up to Donegal in 
northwest Ireland. We woke up at the crack of dawn 
to go explore the highest accessible sea cliffs in 
Europe. Sliabh Liag (pronounced ‘Slieve League’) 
was spectacular. The jagged cliffs soar high above 
the waves and rocks the size of schoolbuses. I was 
completely in awe.” Photo: Sam McAllister
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“Colorado’s Rocky Mountain National Park is well-
known for its dramatic peaks and landscapes. One of 
the many examples of this is the trail to Emerald Lake 
where the peaks of Tyndall Gorge tower above from 
almost every angle. On the south side of this gorge 
lies the remnants of an old landslide where the small 
opening to a cave frames several of the surrounding 
peaks. This image shows my perspective from inside 
the cave while my dad stands outside.”
Photo: Andy Woodward



“A drone-taken aerial image of the Eiffel Tower 
just before sunset on a cold spring evening in 
Paris. I had planned the photo far in advance and 
I was beyond ecstatic when it came to fruition 
exactly as I wanted it. I was treated with an 
unparalleled view of the iconic tower just as the 
sun dipped below the horizon.”
Photo: Sam McAllister

“After what seemed to be a hopeless 
sunrise on an unexpected gloomy morning 
in Glacier National Park, Montana, a subtle 
pink glow emerged from the darkness over 
the still waters of Lake McDonald. Brown 
Peak is perfectly framed by the opening in 
the clouds.”
Photo: Andy Woodward

“Located in northern Arizona along a 
large tributary of the Colorado River, 
Havasupai Village is arguably the most 
remote civilization site in the contiguous 
United States. Pictured here is Havasu 
Falls, its colors further emphasized by the 
soft, dream-like tones created by diffused 
beams of early morning sunlight.”
Photo: Andy Woodward



AT HOME ON THE ROAD

1   Men’s Reflex Hoody  |  TCX-1        2   Men’s Neutrino Shell  |  NS-1        3   Helix Fleece Scarf  |  FLE-2        4   Freestyle Carry On Luggage  |  FC-1        

5   Tsunami Waterproof Cap  |  CWX-1        6   Helix Knitted Touch-Screen Gloves  |  TFG-1        7   Men’s Pulse Fleece Pullover  |  TFW-1        8   Odyssey Executive Backpack  |  EPB-1

Right Page:

Trident Waterproof Rolling Duffel Bag  |  GBW-2
Photo: Erik Trent
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Our most advanced technical shell

FUNCTIONAL ENHANCEMENT

SYNTHESIS STORMSHELL
RX-1

AVAILABLE FALL 18 AT WWW.STORMTECH.CA

http://www.stormtech.ca/


Our newest H2X-DRY® hoody

CORE REGULATOR

REFLEX HOODY
TCX-1



A Bit of 
Everything 
in Bend

“Smith Rock State Park is only a 30-minute drive from Bend 
and is full of world-class climbing routes for everyone from 
beginners to seasoned vets. There are also many beautiful 
hiking trails that take you along the Crooked River and, if 
you’re feeling adventurous, up to the top of the towering 
cliffs high above. From there, you get an expansive view 
of the park and the Cascade Mountains to the west. It was 
quite cloudy on this particular evening, but for about 30 
seconds, vibrant orange sunlight illuminated the landscape 
before it went dark for the day.” – Renee Hahnel
Photo: Matthew Hahnel

Featured Products:
Synthesis Stormshell  |  RX-1W
Deluge Waterproof Backpack  |  WBP-2



A Bit of 
Everything 
in Bend



WOMEN’S ROVER BONDED FIELD COAT
BFC-1W

Street-savvy, rain ready. Modern styling meets 
classic functionality with stormflaps to shut out the 
elements and pockets aplenty for all your urban 
essentials. 

“Although famous for its outdoor recreation, 
Bend has all the amenities one would need in its 
downtown area. With cute boutique home stores, 
hip coffee shops and many delicious dining options, 
there is always going to be something to keep you 
entertained during a day in town.” – Renee Hahnel
Photo: Matthew Hahnel

“I always wanted to be in a place where the 
adventure lifestyle was part of everyday life. 
Now I can grab my fly rod and go fishing in 
10 minutes, or snowboarding in 30. It’s just a 
matter of picking the gear you need.”

It’s raining in Bend, Oregon. A degree or two colder, and it would be 

snowing. 

 The morning storm sprinkles the historic Bond and Wall Streets, 

turning the iconic brick buildings a deeper shade of red. But soon a 

flash of stray sunlight catches the tall, neon sign of the 80-year-old 

Tower Theatre, hinting at the warm day to come. 

It’s standard autumn weather for the high-desert mountain town, 

and while the sky will turn completely blue in a few hours, the 

volcanic cones of Mt. Bachelor, the Three Sisters and Broken Top tell 

a different story. The breaking clouds reveal a fresh dusting of white, 

proof winter has arrived up high. 

 “I love the seasons, and how different they are,” says artist and 

Bend native Adam Haynes, who returned to Bend in 2005, after 

a stint in Portland. “Especially in the spring and fall, when it flip-

flops between seasons every few days. You can do so much in an 

afternoon. It’s a mix of everything.” 

Right Page:
Rover Bonded Field Coat |  BFC-1W
Logan Snap Front Shirt |  SFX-1W
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 It’s early, but the town’s numerous 

boutique coffee shops are already bustling 

with hikers, climbers and bikers on the way to 

the surrounding mountains, deserts, forests 

or lakes. The Deschutes River serves as an in-

town playground for kayakers, floaters and fly 

fishers, while over 80 parks and 65 miles of trail 

are scattered through Bend’s neighborhoods. 

Combined with one of the best beer scenes in 

the US, it’s no wonder this town of 91,000 has 

become a premier hub for outdoor living. 

 “The first thing I ask people who move here 

is how much room they have in their garage,” 

says Jon Tapper, who’s called Bend home since 

2003. He’s worked for an Oregon tourism 

magazine, shot snowboard photography, co-

founded the Central Oregon Avalanche Center, 

and most recently took a job at a beverage 

company. “I always wanted to be in a place 

where the adventure lifestyle was part of 

everyday life. Now I can grab my fly rod and go 

fishing in 10 minutes, or snowboarding in 30. It’s 

just a matter of picking the gear you need.”

 Back on Bond Street, evening has returned 

with the packs of outdoor enthusiasts, who 

will revisit the day’s exploits. Alpenglow lights 

up the volcanos, and the ever-present roar of 

the Deschutes permeates it all, reminders that 

in Bend, adventure is never more than a few 

minutes away.

“There’s so much to explore,” Haynes says. 

“When our kids tell us they’re bored, we just 

laugh at them and say, ‘Come on, give us a 

break. What do you want to do today?’”

WHITEWATER PARK
The Deschutes River has always been a draw 

to Bend citizens, from early pioneers to crowds 

of kayakers, rafters and fly fishers. But in 

September 2015, an unlikely figure appeared on 

the river: the high-desert surfer, come to ride the 

waves of the newly opened Whitewater Park.

 In the early 2010s, when the city began 

removing an old dam along the Deschutes, they 

also reshaped the riverbed to provide passage 

for floaters, habitat for wildlife, and build one 

of the world’s most advanced river wave parks. 

In the three years since, a core surf scene has 

developed at the Whitewater Park. 

 “It’s been pretty incredible, to suddenly 

have this new sport,” says Haynes. “There are 

people shaping surfboards specifically for these 

waves. People from all over drive their campers 

here and stay in the parking lot.” 

 The Park’s four waves—Jason’s, Kricket’s, 

Eddy’s and Green—are created by 26 

underwater pneumatic bladders, which can 

be adjusted to change the waves’ shapes. 

Surfing such a unique spot requires equally 

unique technique, and newbies can expect a 

steep learning curve. Haynes’ 10-year-old son 

recently conquered the wave, joining his father 

on Bend’s newest outdoor nexus.

 “It’s kind of become my new favorite thing 

to do,” says Haynes. “I can go surf for an hour 

almost every day. It’s a trip to have that right in 

town, and kind of funny, but that’s classic Bend.”

SMITH ROCK
Their names may sound silly—monikers like 

Monkey Face, the Marsupials and Rope-de-

Dope—but the lofty spires and cliffs of Smith 

Rock State Park are stunning. Split by the 

kinked, picturesque waters of the Crooked 

River, the park is regarded as the birthplace 

of US sport climbing and contains some of the 

best climbing in the world. Yet that’s just the 

beginning of what Smith Rock has to offer—it’s 

also a great destination for scenery seekers, 

hikers and bikers year-round. 

 Located a half-hour north of Bend, there 

are plenty of ways to explore the park’s 650-

plus acres of nooks and crannies. Walk or bike 

the Summit Trail and look for nesting Golden 

Eagles as you take in panoramic views from an 

elevation of 3600 feet. Hike the bluffs above 

the valley or ford the river on horseback—it’s all 

possible along Smith’s nearly 25 miles of trail. 

 While the Crooked River’s banks are the 

perfect place to escape the summer heat and 

watch for the falcons, lizards, snakes, otters 

and even cougar that call Smith Rock home, 

by October, the crowds have diminished, and 

the beauty remains. Even in mid-winter, Smith 

offers an easily-accessible escape for those who 

don’t mind braving the cold.

WOMEN’S DONEGAL REVERSIBLE HOODY
DFZ-1W

Constructed with a polyester knit melange outer shell 
and a reversible Showerproof D/W/R coated fabric, 
brushed tricot hand warmer pockets and a quilted 
lining for incredible comfort, warmth and style.

“Mt. Bachelor is a towering stratovolcano to the west 
of Bend. At 9,038 feet, its home to the most exciting 
resort-style skiing in the area. Luckily for us, it’s 
also incredibly photogenic! We pulled over briefly to 
re-arrange some gear that was getting out of control 
and marvel at the view as the sun set.” – Renee 
Hahnel
Photo: Matthew Hahnel
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MT. BACHELOR
Just a 30-minute drive from town, Mt. Bachelor 

is famous for its undulating, wind-shaped 

terrain and deep Cascade powder. Combine 

that with 3,365 feet of lift-served vertical and 

beautiful views of Broken Top and the Three 

Sisters on a clear day, and it’s easy to see why 

it’s been attracting families and powder lovers 

alike for over 50 years.

 “Mt. Bachelor isn’t extreme, but it’s a 

good place to teach your kids,” says Jon 

Tapper, whose own daughter learned to ski on 

Bachelor’s slopes. “And it’s a good mountain to 

grow old at, especially if you’re a snowboarder.”

 The long winter season also makes for 

excellent snowshoeing and XC skiing, and 

during the summer the mountain has long 

been a popular spot for hiking, sightseeing and 

playing disc golf. In 2013, Mt. Bachelor began 

offering lift-serviced mountain biking, and 

currently has 13 trails spanning all ability levels. 

And the best part? The Clearing Rock Bar stays 

open year-round, meaning you can finish your 

day with a local craft brew.  

BEER SCENE
With 30-plus microbreweries—about one for 

every 3,000 citizens, the highest per capita in 

Oregon—Bend is undisputedly the state’s beer 

capital. So how did a high-desert mountain 

town, located multiple hours from the nearest 

urban center, develop one of the most vibrant 

beer scenes in the nation?

 “First and foremost, we’ve got great water,” 

says Jeff Johnson, a brewer at Deschutes 

Brewery, who moved to Bend in 2008. “And the 

type of people involved in the brewing industry 

also tend to gravitate towards being outside, 

and the simplicities that go along with that. It’s 

a great combo.” 

 The Bend micro-brew scene began in 1988, 

when Gary Fish founded Deschutes Brewery, 

and it’s only grown since. Visitors can sample 

hundreds of beers at festivals like the Bend 

Brewfest and High Gravity Extravaganza, or 

tour the town’s most prominent breweries via 

the Bend Ale Trail. But, like almost everything 

in Bend, it’s a culture built around the Central 

Oregon landscape. 

 “We have music and food and all that good 

stuff, but we also have all these great places 

to go outside and drink beer,” Johnson says. 

“Which, in my opinion, is by far the best way to 

drink beer.” “The Deschutes is one of the most famous fly fishing 
rivers in the world, and it runs right through Bend. 
We spent an afternoon around the Meadow Camp 
trailhead, only around 10 minutes from downtown. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t catch any fish—but we did 
get to pet some dogs as the trail along the Deschutes 
River was obviously a very popular dog walking track. 
A great consolation prize!”
Photo: Renee Hahnel

MEN’S SYNTHESIS STORMSHELL
RX-1

Ultimate wet weather protection and enviable style. 
With its sleek silhouette, the Synthesis Stormshell is 
a take everywhere piece that features H2XTREME 
waterproof/breathable technology, a full coverage 
hood and Stormtech’s most advanced articulation and 
ergonomic fit to date.

THE SCOUTPOST AT SPOKENMOTO 
If you like coffee, beer and vintage motorcycles, 
SpokenMoto is your place. It’s also a hub for 
Bend’s vibrant food truck scene, including the 
Scoutpost, a locals’ favorite for Sunday brunch. 

Address: 310 SW Industrial Way,  Bend, OR 97702
Phone: (541) 306-6689 
Website: The Scoutpost www.scoutbend.com
 SpokenMoto www.spokenmoto.com
Hours:
The Scoutpost:
Wed – Fri, 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. / Sat – Sun,  
9 a.m. – 7 p.m. / Mon, 8:30 a.m.–8 p.m. / 
SpokenMoto: 
Mon – Wed, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. / 
Thurs – Sat, 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. / Sun, 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

SPORK 
Since it began serving food out of a 1962 
Airstream Tradewind trailer in 2009, Spork has 
been mixing up the Bend culinary scene with an 
award-winning, globally inspired fusion menu. 
They moved into a new building in 2013, but 
Spork remains a local go-to for lunch and dinner. 

Address: 937 NW Newport Ave, Bend, OR 97701
Phone: (541) 390-0946 
Website: www.sporkbend.com 
Hours: 
Sun – Thurs, 11 a.m. – 9 p.m. / 
Fri – Sat, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. 

NANCY P’S CAFE & BAKERY 
Whether it’s an early morning powder day or 
lunch-hour bike ride, Nancy P’s Café & Bakery 
is the place to grab a coffee, homemade pastry 
or sandwich. Just make sure to try the Savory 
Pocket.  

Address: 1054 NW Milwaukee Ave., 
 Bend, OR 97703-2206
Phone: (541) 322-8778 
Website: www.nancyps.com
Hours: 
Mon –Sat, 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. / 
Sun, 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

EAT LIKE A LOCAL
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CITY STREETS TO COUNTRY ROADS

“Bend may be surrounded by beautiful outdoor 
recreation locations, but don’t forget the outdoor spaces 
within the city. Drake Park was a beautiful spot to walk 
off a delicious meal we had just a short stroll away in 
downtown.”
Photo: Renee Hahnel

1   Men’s Brooklyn Quilted Jacket  |  BLQ-1        2   Men’s Helix Thermal Hoody  |  MH-1        3   Men’s Logan Snap 

Front Shirt  |  SFX-1        4   Men’s Logan Thermal L/S Shirt  |  FLX-1        5   Oasis Backpack  |  SPT-1
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Right Page:
Diamondback Jacket |  BLQ-2
Avalanche Sweater |  VCN-1
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CLIMATE CONTROL

Layering for 
Comfort in 
Any Environs

When moving through the natural world, you 

will encounter many obstacles: uneven terrain, 

hot sun, cold rain, forks in the trail, and beyond. 

Changing weather conditions and fluctuating 

levels of aerobic output can be manageable or 

miserable, depending on your preparedness. 

And one of the key ways to control your comfort 

on any outdoor excursion is by layering. 

 Simply put, layering means wearing 

multiple layers of clothing, each of which 

serve a specific purpose, and can be shed or 

donned to regulate your temperature. Whether 

dressing for hot or cold settings, or somewhere 

in between, layering adds flexibility to your 

internal environment. On a warm fall morning, 

for instance, you might head out the door in 

an Equinox Performance Polo with H2X-DRY 

to wick moisture away from your core along 

with a Tundra Sweater Fleece Jacket to fend 

off the late day chill. On a frigid winter outing, 

your attire could consist of a base layer, a 

performance fleece to add warmth, and a 

weather-repellant H2XTREME outer shell. 

 Regardless of the conditions, the process of 

layering should keep you dry and comfortable. It 

will allow you to enjoy your excursion, whether 

on an afternoon escape from city life or a dawn-

till-dusk alpine adventure. And a key element in 

the layering process is fit. “You want your layers 

to fit well together—we call this ‘nesting,’” 

Stormtech designer Jenny Grad says. “Like 

a Russian nesting doll, all the pieces should 

work together, so no one piece of clothing is 

restricting the movement of another.”

 In practice, this means a form-fitting base 

layer, a mid-layer that is slightly less fitted, 

while your protective shell should have a 

more relaxed fit to accommodate the clothing 

beneath it. 

 Over the next few pages, we’ll outline 

each of the key elements in an effective 

layering strategy, so you can customize your 

temperature and get the most out of your 

outdoor escapades.
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BASE LAYER 
A base layer is a next-to-skin garment that wicks 

moisture away from your body while in motion. 

Our bodies sweat as a form of temperature 

control: natural perspiration cools us down when 

it evaporates off our bodies. A breathable base 

layer, like the Lotus H2X-DRY L/S Performance 

Tee, aids in this natural process. 

 “H2X-DRY helps to disperse moisture 

across the garment, so it can evaporate more 

efficiently,” Grad says. 

 But that isn’t to say that a base layer 

only matters when you’re engaged in 

cardiovascular activities. 

 “A technical base layer also acts as a 

second skin that can keep you warm when 

you’re not moving,” she adds. 

 In the mountains or by the beach, a 

technical base layer allows your body’s natural 

air conditioning to function efficiently, which is 

essential to regulating your core temperature. 

WOMEN’S LOTUS H2X-DRY® L/S
PERFORMANCE TEE
SNT-2W

Accelerated evaporation. The soft-touch polyester 
blend is enhanced to wick moisture away during cool-
weather workouts.
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MEN’S REFLEX HOODY 
TCX-1

Urban inspired and thoughtfully designed. The Reflex 
Hoody includes performance inspired moisture wicking 
fabric and a high-density print for a framed, modern 
style aesthetic.

MID LAYER 
The main purpose of a mid layer is to provide 

insulation. An appropriate mid layer can vary 

from day to day. On a warm afternoon, a light 

hoody with more natural fibers could do the 

trick—say the Reflex Hoody with H2X-DRY built 

in to aid in moisture control. For a cold day on the 

slopes, a heavier polyfill coat like the Basecamp 

Thermal Jacket would be more appropriate due 

to its high level of heat retention. 

 Indeed, the mid layer is where you will 

want the most flexibility when choosing the 

appropriate garment for a given day. If the 

weather is pleasant, it may also function as a 

shell, which is why many of Stormtech’s mid 

layers also benefit from a weather-resistant DWR 

coating, such as the Gravity Thermal Jacket. 

 And for mid layers, breathability remains a 

key element. Moisture vapor must continue to 

move from base layers through mid layers and 

into the outside world, but a mid layer’s level 

of breathability can be chosen with a specific 

activity in mind. “If you’re doing an activity 

that’s a bit more aerobic, like hiking up the 

mountain, you might want a sweater fleece like 

the Tundra Sweater Fleece Jacket that provides 

ventilation,” Grad says. “But if you’re going for a 

light walk in the park and want something with 

a softer touch, it would be ok to use a cotton/

poly blend.” 





OUTER LAYER  
An outer layer is worn to protect the wearer from wind, rain 

and snow. It’s also where you’ll likely keep easily-accessible 

belongings, like your phone, camera and other essentials, so well-

placed pockets and versatility are important. But there is another 

consideration that goes into a highly functional shell.

 “It’s very important that a shell is breathable,” Grad says. 

“With one or more garments underneath your shell, you’ll create 

some heat, and it’s very important to have moisture vapor 

transfer. The base layer will wick moisture away from the body, 

and it will pass through a technical mid layer, then expel towards 

the outer shell. If there’s no breathability, condensation will form 

within the walls of the outer shell, and that will create moisture 

and discomfort inside the garments.

 “The cool thing about waterproof/breathable garments is 

that the pores in the membranes that we use are big enough 

to move moisture vapor out of the jacket, but they’re also small 

enough so they don’t allow water in. It’s as important that it 

breathes from the inside as it is that it protects on the outside.” 

 That’s why you  will see breathability highlighted alongside 

waterproofing throughout Stormtech’s line of jackets, particularly 

on shells with H2XTREME technology, like the new Synthesis 

Stormshell. Under arm and core ventilation also help when 

aerobic activity peaks, and should be considered if you intend 

to engage in a high-output pursuit like hiking or skiing while 

wearing the shell. 

A waterproof/breathable shell completes the package. In 

combination with a wicking base layer and insulating mid layer, 

you will be ready to enjoy the outdoors in all conditions.  

H2X-DRY® 
Next-to-skin 

climate control 

with moisture 

wicking yarn to 

regulate your core. 

MEN’S MATRIX SYSTEM JACKET 
XB-4

Redefining the 3-in-1. The Matrix System Jacket changes with the 
seasons. An H2XTREME waterproof / breathable outer shell with 
articulated elbows to allow for a full range of movement and fully 
sealed seems to ensure the jacket stays watertight.
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H2XTREME® 
Ultimate weather 

protection through 

advanced waterproof/

breathable technology- 

perfected to keep moisture 

at bay, inside and out. 

THERMAL SHELL 
Highly efficient and highly 

compressible synthetic down 

alternative - maximum warmth in 

extreme cold. 





REFINED FOR EXPLORATION

1   Women’s Synthesis Stormshell  |  RX-1W        2   Women’s Mistral Fleece Jacket  |  TMX-2W        3   Vintage Knit Beanie  |  BTV-1        4   Oasis Backpack  |  SPT-1        

5   Synthesis Pant  | RXP-1        6   Women’s Lotus 1/4 Zip  |  SPR-1W        7   Women’s Nautilus Quilted Vest  |  KXV-1W        8   Women’s Impact Microfleece Jacket  |  MX-2W  
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nurtured by nature



Frozen Methane bubbles create a dramatic 
foreground on Abraham Lake, off Highway 11 
southeast of Jasper. Produced by bacteria devouring 
dead organic matter, the bubbles are encapsulated in 
thick ice during the cold Rocky Mountain winter.
Photo: Alex Mironyuk/500px.com

More to Explore in 
Jasper National Park

http://500px.com/


More to Explore in 
Jasper National Park





WOMEN’S EXPLORER PARKA
EPK-2W

High-loft, weatherproof and breathable, large front 
pockets mix with secure internal storage and a 
goggle pocket for cold, long days and après. 

“There’s nothing quite like the Icefields Parkway in 
the winter. In the summer months, you wouldn’t step 
foot on this busy road between Jasper and Lake 
Louise. But, during winter, you have space to get a 
little silly without the worry of being run over. Visiting 
travel destinations during off-peak season is one of 
our favorite things to do, as it allows us to feel more 
in-tune with our surroundings without the distraction 
of so many other people.” – Renee Hahnel
Photo: Matthew Hahnel

“We have some of the most 
fantastic vistas that make people 
think of the Canadian Rockies.” 

The highway winds below the rocky giants, their glacier-covered 

masses clawing at the horizon in all directions. Forests spill down from 

the snowy alpine ridges, growing thicker and darker as they reach the 

valley floors. The dull roar of raging water pervades everything, as it 

pours from the heights into the calm, turquoise lakes scattered below. 

Those with a keen eye—or good timing—might spot elk, moose, 

caribou, bighorn sheep, mountain goats, bears, wolves, cougars, 

wolverines or one of the hundreds of other species of wildlife that call 

Jasper National Park home. 

 And that’s just what you can see from the 

road. It’s only the beginning of the largest park 

in the Canadian Rockies. Covering some 4,200 

square miles, Jasper National Park stretches 

north from the border of Banff National Park 

along the Continental Divide and hosts some 

of the wildest landscapes in Western Canada. 

Paralleling the Divide is the Icefields Parkway, 

a 140-mile highway linking the small town of 

Jasper to Banff’s Lake Louise.  

 It’s an iconic locale: the park was 

designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 

1984, and each year millions of visitors travel 

from around the world to see the turquoise 

waters of Maligne Lake, the torrential rapids 

of Athabasca Falls, or the sprawling bulk of the 

Columbia Icefield’s glaciers.  

 “We have some of the most fantastic 

vistas that make people think of the Canadian 

Rockies,” says Wes Bradford, a guide for the 

Jasper-based SunDog Tour Co. “Those big 

towering peaks with the white tops on them, 

with those turquoise-blue lakes? That’s here.”

It’s a view the 64-year-old Bradford has been 

enjoying for over four decades. Raised on 

a cattle ranch and with a degree in wildlife, 

fisheries and forestry, the native Albertan 

moved to Jasper in 1975 to take a position as a 

warden with the park. Over the next 36 years, 

he handled nearly every possible task there: 

resource and wildlife management, backcountry 

patrols, mountain rescue operations, park law 

enforcement, and wildlife-human conflicts, 

to name a few. He also worked in all types 

of weather; average temperatures in Jasper 

swing from 73 degrees Fahrenheit in July to 

15 degrees in January. This can be even more 

dramatic at higher elevations, where frigid, 

Arctic winds regularly scour the mountainside 

and August snowstorms are common.
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 “It was an exciting job,” Bradford says. 

“Lots of field work, lots of research work. You’re 

out there every day, always doing something 

different.”

 And when it comes to Jasper National Park, 

there’s a lot of “out there” to explore. Officially 

protected in 1907 and granted national park 

status in 1930, the park’s rugged landscape has 

made it a national icon. It’s also made it one of 

the busiest parks in Canada—and made the 

small town of Jasper a tourist hotspot as well. 

For residents like Bradford it’s the perfect place 

to call home.

 “When you retire, you can still do all those 

fun things you did during your career,” Bradford 

says. “You get to enjoy the same backyard 

you’ve been playing in for the last 40 years.”

While Bradford retired from the Parks Service in 

2011, he continues to enjoy that “backyard” as 

a guide for SunDog Tour Co., showing it off to 

visitors from around the world. And considering 

only 16 percent of the park can be reached by 

roads and railroads, there’s still plenty of space 

to find solitude. 

 “In the spring, my wife and I have some 

hikes that are ‘off the beaten path,’” Bradford 

says. “We get into some of the little side valleys, 

where spring wildflowers are just unbelievable. 

There are miles and miles of backcountry that 

hardly ever sees a person.”

 And there’s more to explore, even for a four-

decade veteran like Bradford, who has no plans 

to hang up his guiding jacket any time soon. He 

still loves Jasper; he just hopes his guests will 

be equally smitten by its wonders, and that in 

another four decades Jasper National Park will 

remain one of Canada’s wildest places. 

 “I’d like people to leave realizing these 

national parks are pretty special, and they’re 

only going to become more precious as time 

moves along,” Bradford says. “In 50 years, how 

many big, protected landscapes will there be 

left, with big carnivores and big pristine rivers 

and lakes? Where you can actually hear an elk 

bugle, or watch a beaver building its lodge? 

“I can watch a bald eagle here. I can hear a wolf 

howl. That’s what I want people to take away—

that these are special places, and we have to 

treat them as special.”
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The Maligne Lake Boat House is a Registered Alberta 
Heritage Building on the north shore of Maligne 
Lake, southeast of Jasper in the National Park. It still 
provides watercraft rentals for folks looking to relax 
in the tranquil turquoise waters of the 14-mile-long 
body of water and take in stunning views of several 
prominent peaks from the glacial lake.
Photo: Jesús M. García/500px.com

http://500px.com/


SUNDOG TOURS:
Covering nearly 1,000 square miles more than 

Yellowstone, it’s easy to get overwhelmed by 

the sheer size of Jasper National Park—that 

is, unless you’re Wes Bradford. Few know the 

park’s secret overlooks, hidden waterfalls, or 

premium wildlife viewing spots better than 

the former warden, who has been working as a 

guide for SunDog Tour Co. for seven years. 

 It’s a busy job. The award-winning company 

was started in 1997 by Paul and Hélène Hardy, 

Paul driving their one van and their “head 

office” being Hélène’s staff accommodation at 

a local hotel. Now SunDog offers everything 

from train rides to dogsledding and ice-walks, 

and between the two dozen guides, the drivers 

and mechanics of their 24-vehicle fleet, and 

the reservations and customer service staff, 

they can have as many as 65 employees during 

the busy season. That’s quite the variety of 

roles and rigors, especially in a place with 

such tumultuous weather. When the company 

decided to try Stormtech for their staff 

outerwear, Bradford’s practical, wide-ranging 

experience made him the ideal test subject.

 “You get spruce sap on a jacket and it 

can be hard to clean, right?” he says. “We 

were looking for a jacket that would meet the 

needs of a varied group of guides, bus drivers, 

mechanics—something versatile, that works 

well, but isn’t going to cost an arm or a leg.” 

 Indeed, “varied” is probably the best word 

to describe a SunDog guide’s schedule. On any 

given day, Bradford could be taking guests on a 

hike into the alpine, down a cave-filled canyon, 

or on one of many different wildlife tours—all 

which allow him to share hands-on experiences 

from the place he’s called home for 40 years. 

And as for his favorites? 

 “Snowshoeing in the winter, because 

people from all over the world come here,” 

Bradford says. “Some have never seen snow 

before in their lives, much less wolf tracks or 

moose tracks or cougar tracks. In the summer, 

it’s the wildlife safaris. It’s great when you go 

out and see goats, or big-horned sheep, or a 

dozen grizzly and black bears. Everybody loves 

to see bears.”  

SunDog Tour Co. guide Wes Bradford has 
lived in Jasper for four decades and still 
finds wonder in the National Park every day.
Photo: Courtesy Wes Bradford

MEN’S LOGAN SNAP FRONT SHIRT 
SFX-1

Your go-to lightweight button up. Classic plaid 
patterns and snap-front design with two chest 
pockets in an easy-care cotton/poly blend. 



CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
A cinnamon-colored black bear roams the Rocky 
Mountains south of Jasper, where they thrive under 
protection of the National Park and can be seen 
regularly if you know where to look. Despite their name, 
a black bear’s coat can range from shades of cream to 
brown, reddish and yellowish, as well as black.
Photo: Chase Dekker/500px.com
 
Canoes on the shore of Maligne Lake invite paddlers 
to make the journey to Spirit Island in the background. 
Deriving its name from its significance to the Ĩyãħé 
Nakoda indigenous peoples, the island is only separated 
from the shoreline during spring, when high water cuts 
off a gravel bar. Boat tours can take you to the island 
and beyond if you are less-inclined to cross the water 
under your own power.
Photo: Glowing Earth Photography/500px.com
 
A bull elk in rut in Jasper National Park. The rut 
happens between mid-September and mid-October, 
when elk can be seen clashing to find a mate. Although 
elk are abundant in the park and even in town, they can 
become aggressive in fall and it is advised to keep a 
safe distance. The elk population in the park is robust, 
and they can regularly be seen in their natural habitat, 
especially during summer and fall.
Photo: Mike Zimon/500px.com

http://500px.com/
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Athabasca Falls at sunrise. Accessible via a short walk 
from Highway 93A just 20 miles south of Jasper, the 
80-foot tall and 60-foot wide falls is known for its 
copious amount of water more than its size, and its 
energy is plainly visible year-round.
Photo: James Bian/500px.com

WATERPROOF AND TRAVELPROOF

1   Atlantis Waterproof Gear Bag (M)  |  GBW-1M        2   Cascade Waterproof Laptop Carrier  |  WLC-1        3   Freestyle Commuter Pack  |  FCP-1 

4   Gemini Waterproof Rolling Bag (S)  |  GBT-3        5   Cascade Waterproof Cooler Pack  |  WCP-2 
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Stormtech Performance

At Stormtech, we want everyone to experience our love of the 
outdoors. This is why, for every sale made through the Stormtech 
website, we will donate a piece of gear to our partner organizations 
to introduce at risk youth to outdoor adventure.



SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY

The Big World of 
Trevor Stokes and 
Street2Peak



A group acclimatization hike towards Mawenzi, 
one of the three volcanic peaks near Africa’s 
highest point of Mount Kilimanjaro. Street2Peak’s 
first trip abroad in 2015 saw 15 at-risk youth make 
the journey to the top of Africa.
Photo: Courtesy Street2Peak

SOMETHING EXTRAORDINARY

The Big World of 
Trevor Stokes and 
Street2Peak



TOP TO BOTTOM:
Group photo in front of the granite spires at the base 
of Torres del Paine, Chile, circa 2017. Located in the 
synonymous national park in Chilean Patagonia, the 
three towers in the background rise to over 8,200 feet.
Photo: Courtesy Street2Peak

Emerzon Zuniga at 16,000 feet with Kilimanjaro in the 
background while on the approach to the final camp 
before the summit. 
Photo: Courtesy Street2Peak
 
The rising sun paints one of the few remaining glaciers 
on Kilimanjaro with alpenglow, as seen on the descent 
from the summit looking south.
Photo: Courtesy Street2Peak

“The majority of these kids [in Street2Peak] 
come from a 40-block radius, where the 
common denominator is poverty.” 

Trevor Stokes’ excitement is contagious—especially when he’s talking about Street2Peak. With salt-and-

pepper hair and a lean, athletic build, the 20-year veteran of alternative education has an unequivocal 

passion for empowerment. He works tirelessly to develop innovative programs that help kids find 

a positive pathway in life. And his most recent endeavor, Street2Peak, may be his most ambitious 

undertaking to date. He and his cohort founded the program in 2014 with a goal of taking impoverished 

youth from Vancouver, BC’s Downtown East Side on far-flung adventures. And it’s working.

 “The majority of these kids [in Street2Peak] 

come from a 40-block radius, where the 

common denominator is poverty,” Stokes says. 

“We try to reignite some sort of passion, to get 

them back on track.” 

 And how do they do that? By setting 

and achieving lofty long-term goals to build 

self-esteem, self-worth, and pride in the 

individual. Street2Peak provides a pathway to 

self-realization. With a biennial trip abroad to 

explore the outdoors, they’ll cover five different 

continents over a 10-year period. In 2015, 15 

teens traveled to Tanzania for 15 days to climb 

Africa’s highest peak, Mt. Kilimanjaro. In 2017, a 

new group went to Chilean Patagonia. 

 “If these kids can get outside and see 

the world, they can become part of a larger, 

global conversation,” Stokes says. “They can do 

something substantial. It’s about giving them 

the tools to succeed. They learn dedication, 

commitment, and perseverance. If you have 

those three attributes, you’re going to make 

it. If you are lacking in those three attributes, 

you’re going to have a tough life, especially if 

you’re already started with the deck stacked 

against you.”

 While the trip itself is a catalyst for change, 

the mental and physical preparation provides 

just as much value. “We don’t set small goals 

or low expectations,” Stokes says. “It’s a long-

term commitment and long-term goal. For a 

lot of these kids, in their daily life, a long-term 

goal is one day—if we’re lucky, a week. Their 

lives are dominated by crisis. There’s so much 

danger—violence and drugs are everywhere—

and to start with a one-year training period to 

make the team a bona fide group that’s going to 

rock together and make it happen is sometimes 

beyond their comprehension. But we’re a well-

backed group with lots of people on the team, 

and our job is to support these kids every way 

we can. We need to do something extraordinary 

to really show them what’s possible, to allow 

them to see what they’re capable of and how 

massive this world can be.”

 And Stormtech has been a part of 

Street2Peak from the beginning. “When we 

launched Street2Peak, Stormtech came to us 

and said, ‘What can we do to help?’” Stokes 

remembers. “When we went to Kilimanjaro, 

they outfitted us with team jackets—we were 

on the summit wearing the same stuff, dialed 

in, looking the part. Instead of getting hand-

me-downs, they treated us like this was a 

valuable investment. Then, when we went to 

Chile, they gave us everything: pants, gloves, 

hats, whatever we needed. It was a beautiful 

recognition of supporting something in their 

community. They’re an East Van company, they 

saw a need, and they rose to the challenge. 

They didn’t ask for any publicity, they just did it 

because they knew that this was a worthwhile 

project.”

 Worthwhile, indeed. In 2019, Street2Peak 

will travel to New Zealand for the third leg of 

the project with a new cohort and alter the 

perspective of a few more kids along the way. 

There’s no doubt it’s working. Just ask Stokes.
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 “When we got to the top of Kilimanjaro, 

every single person was sobbing,” Stokes says. 

“And for us, as adults who have been working 

with disadvantaged youth for so many years 

and decades, it was just like, ‘We did it.’ Pictures 

of a thousand kids who we’ve worked with over 

the years ran through my mind right there, on 

the top of Africa. 

 “It was the culmination of 20 years of 

triumphs and tragedies. It was such a rare 

experience. To know that they are so proud of 

being a part of what we have accomplished, 

to be in that rare group—it became this new 

family. Everybody laced them up, faced their 

fears, and they succeeded. The toughness and 

bravado of these kids is unmatched.”

TAKE A HIKE FOUNDATION
Street2Peak isn’t the only youth organization 

outfitted by Stormtech. The Take A Hike 

Foundation, an alternative education program 

with three locations across British Columbia, 

also receives Stormtech gear to facilitate their 

goal of getting at risk youth out into nature. 

Learn more at takeahikefoundation.org and 

look for a full feature on Take A Hike in the 

Spring 2019 edition of this magazine.

1:1 INITIATIVE
Beyond supplying youth groups with necessary 

equipment, Stormtech has launched the 1:1 

Initiative to provide those in need with quality 

gear. For every online retail sale of $100 or 

more, Stormtech donates a jacket to a partner 

organization to get inner city kids outside, no 

strings attached. Our list of partner programs is 

growing daily as we continue to find innovative 

ways to spread our love of the outdoors.  

http://takeahikefoundation.org/
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