
AUSTRALIANA
Setting the record straight on Aussie Wine 

ENTERPRISING YES...BUT NOT VERY GOOD

Did you know that more Australian wine was bottled in Coventry than Australia at one stage? The bottle at destination
innovation began in the 90's and saw wine shipped in 35,000 litre 'lungs' and bottled at market. The taste of consumers for
the sunshine in a bottle, fruity and alcoholic wines of the new world led to a boon, but also a race to the bottom.
Supermarket chains as well as big brand names such as McGuigan and Jacobs Creek have sold extraordinary amounts of
wine in Europe. One suspets that Brexit may precipitate some expansion of this market.

There is also what you could call the Yellowtail effect. The Casellas family were bulk grape growers in Australia and were
put in touch by the Australian trade commission with Deutsch, who wanted to develop an Australian wine for the
American market. They focus grouped it and found that the major barriers to people getting into wine were tannins and
acidity, so they stripped these away and made a very simple product that went down easy. At the time the branding was
revolutionary (In 2001 you couldn’t find an animal on a bottle of wine, now you walk in to a wine shop and it looks like the
Bronx Zoo) and built on the lazy stereotype that had been established by Croc Dundee, Yahoo Serious and the Australia
episode in The Simpsons. It sold 220,000 cases in 2001 on its debut and quickly scaled up to 2.2 million the next year, one
of the fastest growing brands in history and a new model for wine production. 

China recently slapped 200% tariffs on Aussie wine as part of a trade war that's been brewing for some time. China was a
huge customer for Austrlian wine, Penfolds the flagship brand was even selling full barrels of Grange directly to private
clients. China had represented 39% of Aussie wine export. Small producers have been hit badly. This could not have come
at a worse time given the bushfires and decimation of the industry last year.

We are believers in Australian Wine. If you are reading this you will become a believer. Austrlian Wine is incredible. 

Mass Market Wine



People need wine. As soon as the colony really started burgeoning,
wine started to be made. (There was little expertise when it was
exclusively a penal colony). The gold rush saw prospectors arrive and
inward migration from Europe meant that there was no shortage of
wine making expertise. By 1854, some 80 years after Captain Cook
dropped anchor, 6,000 litres of wine were being exported to Britain.
Not an insignificant amount when you consider what was on her 
 Majesty's doorstep. Powerhouse Australian brand Penfolds was
established at this early stage.  

Australia did not escape pheloxerra, the louse that had decimated
the European wine industry (though South Asutralia was shielded
from it's scourge). After its onset, the industry turned its attention
to making sweet fortified wines. Consumer tastes had not been
turned  on to dry wine yet and this sweet stuff made up 80% of the
market.

In 1951 Penfolds debuted Grange Hermitage, a wine that remains
Australia's most famous, though Hermitage has essentially been
dropped from the title (Chablis, Burgundy, Champagne were all
regularly used before legislation put a stop to it). Australia found
it's identity as a producer of deep, inky and alcoholic wines. These
styles became th darling of critics, particularly Robert Parker, who
favoured powerful, brooding wins. This led to over planting and a
wine glut, as well as the race to the bottom detailed in the intro.

Since 2010 Australian wine has taken a quantum leap forward in
terms of quality. Threats remain significant, most pertinently the
rolling trade war with China and the erratic weather systems
brought  on by climate change. Quality though, has never been
better.  There is simply so much good Australian wine in every
variety and category. 

An exciting and vibrant industry, it is not rooted in the same
tradition as European wine and is driven by innovation and market
forces rather than the way it's always been done.

 

THE HISTORY OF AUSSIE

WINE

THE FLYING WINEMAKERS as they were
known has come to personify the spirit
and character of the Aussie wine industry.
As they spread out all over the world and
worked the vineyards and wineries of
Europe and the rest of the New World,
they learnt new methods and expertise,
eventually bringing this knowledge home
and innovating.

Irrigation, the blend, mechanical
harvesting have all become areas of great
expertise and technical methods of zero
pruning (which restricts vine vigour) and
yeast cultivation and a galaxy of new
practices were initiated in Australia.

Nothing better illustrates their flair for
modernity than the screw cap. Initially
developed because of the standard of
cork that was reaching Australia, the
screw cap revolutionised the wine
market. Initially seen as a short coming in
the wine, it has become generally
accepted as being a good thing (no cork,
no cork taint). While the debate rages on
the the wine's evolution under cork, it
has become more prevelant even in
classic regions.  Mouton Rothschild have
a cellar full of screwcapped wine that
they are testing on an ongoing basis,
though the rise and rise of synthestic cork
means screwcap will probably remain
mostly for younger-drinking wines. 



THE REGIONS

As opposed to Italy, where you cannot swing a cat without hitting
vines, the Aussie wine regions are quite disperate and fall accoring to
the climate. Most of the country is inhospitable to vines due to
desertification. 

Western Australia (red) is most famous for Margaret River where
stunning and long lived Bordeaux Varieties are grown as well as great
Chardonnay. Great Southern is the next biggest area of production,
followed by Mount Barker and Frankland River, both of which
produce stellar Riesling. 

South Australia (green) is both the administrative headquarters of
Australian Wine, and her most prolific region. Barossa is most famous
for Shiraz, Eden and Clare Valleys for Riesling, Coonewarra for
Cabernet and McLaren Vale and Adelaide Hills for everything.

Tasmania (orange) is proof of climate change. Formerly a marginal
climate that specialised in Sparkling wine, it is now producing world
beating Chardonnay, Pinot and Riesling.

Victoria's (blue) biggest and most cosmopolitan area is the Yarra
Valley which grows absolutely everything and finds most success
with Pinot Chardonnay and Shiraz. Moet & Chandon have also
established a winery for Sparkling. The Mornington Peninsula and
Geelong also lead with these varieties. Heathcote spcialises in Shiraz
and the Northeast centered in Rutherglen makes lusciously sweet
wines.  

New South Wales (maroon) is ground zero for Australia's wine
industrial complex. Riverina (where Yellow Tail is located) makes
huge volumes. Hunter Valley is another marginal climate that
produces Semillon (another indicator of climate change, it used to
regularly fail to ripen the neutral white grape passed 10% yet now is
making great Shiraz). Canberra district is making incredible Shiraz. 

Queensland is a work in progress. 

Wine production in the New World (that is
anywhere outside of Europe) is governed
by the production of neo classical styles
that the country and regionhave become
famous for. Argentina has Malbec, New
Zealand has Pinot Noir and Marlborogh
Savignon Blanc. Australia argueably has
the most. 

Margaret River Cabernet and Cabernet
Merlot is arguably the jewel in the crown
and the most expensive. Bordeaux blends
to challenge Bordeaux.

Coonewarra has an incredibly distinctive
soil type called Terra Rossa and it
translates to their highly distictive
Cabernet Sauvignon.

Hunter Valley Semillon is almost
completely unique in the wine world.  An
unremarkable variety in it's youth, it
takes on an extraordinary spectrum of
flavours in its maturity.

Shiraz is simply an Australianised version
of Syrah and it is made in an incredible
range of styles from the robust and darkly
alcoholic warm climate versions of the
Barossa Valley, to the elegant cool
climate versions of the Yarra Valley.
Grenache is also a widely planted variety
in Australia and is blended with Shiraz as
well as Mouvedre (GSM blends are part of
the landscape).

Dry Riesling is perhaps Australia's most
prolific player in the whites. It's best
areas of production are Clare and Eden
Valley and they offer extraordinary value. 

 



FOCUS: CLONAKILLA
Some argue this is Australia’s greatest red wine, it is certainly one of
the greatest Shirazs. THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

An icon wine, one of the best in Australia. JAMES HALLIDAY

Tim Kirk, CEO and chief winemaker of family-owned Clonakilla, was
the first to co-ferment Shirazand viognier and describe the wine as
such on the front label. This was in 1994, but the inspirationcame
from a pilgrimage Kirk made three years earlier to the Côte Rôtie and
Hermitage appellationsof the northern end of France’s Rhône Valley.
He recounts his reaction in a way that resonates withme when I taste
his Shiraz Viognier: “There are rare moments in a wine lover’s life
when you findyourself transfixed by the extraordinary beauty of
what’s in the glass before you, and tasting those [Guigal] Côte Rôties
was just such a revelatory moment for me. They had striking aromas;
anethereal perfume with complex, savoury dimensions. These wines
were fine in texture, the tannins leaving a silky impression, but with
flavours that had persistence and great drive. THE AUSTRALIAN

It has been a remarkable journey for Clonakilla. When John Kirk
planted the first vines in 1971 he had no idea that his vineyard would
one day be celebrated as one of the best in the country. Along the
way there have been trials and tribulations as well as moments of
unprecedented success. Over time something important has become
clear: Murrumbateman and Shiraz are one of those rare combinations
in the world of wine that can produce something truly exciting.

Clonakilla winery is a family business, established by John Kirk in
1971. Developing a vineyard and winery business was originally a
weekend distraction for John. He had first developed an interest in
wine when he was fourteen. His parents owned the Hydro Hotel in
Lisdoonvarna, County Clare, Ireland. When he came home from
boarding school one summer he was given the job of looking after
the bar and stocking the hotel cellars.

To get a handle on his new responsibilities he began to read about
the great wine regions of Europe. He soon became smitten with the
idea of wine. His personal knowledge of the subject was greatly
expanded through his years of study at Cambridge University, his
postdoctoral work at Oxford and his time as a lecturer in
biochemistry at the university town of Aberystwyth in Wales. In 1968
John took up an offer to come to Australia to take a research position
with the CSIRO Division of Plant Industry in Canberra.

To John’s surprise, while the climatic parallels with the great
European regions were strong, there was no wine industry in the cool
Southern Tablelands of NSW around Canberra. In 1971 he bought a
44 acre farm near the village of Murrumbateman, 40 kilometres north
of Canberra. The soil consisted of sandy clay loams over a base of
decomposed granite. He planted a vineyard and named the property
Clonakilla (‘meadow of the church’) after his grandfather’s farm in
County Clare. John produced the Canberra District’s first commercial
vintage in 1976 – Riesling Sauvignon Blanc and a Cabernet Shiraz.
With the help of his sons John completed the first winery building in
1977, a simple besser block construction. A bore was sunk in 1978
and larger plantings became feasible. From 1978 to the present the
vineyard has gradually expanded with Shiraz, Riesling and Viognier
making up the bulk of the vineyard which now covers 33 acres (13.5
hectares).

94 Points. I’ve liked a great many of the
previous releases of this wine but this is
my favourite of the lot. It’s a ripper.
Balanced, well fruited, spice-laden,
perfumed, floral and then sweetly exotic.
It smells and tastes beautiful, and is so
finely etched with tannin; it has
everything exactly where you’d like it to
be. I’d send a case of this straight into the
pool room but I’d like my stash kept a lot
closer to me than that and, besides, I
don’t have a pool room anyway. This is a
ripper. Buy. Drink: 2018 - 2025+. 
CAMPBELL MATTINSON, the winefront

An excellent rendition in 2018. As you
pour the wine wafts of pepper, perfume
and vibrant dark berry fruits are a sign of
what's to come. “More Beauty than
Power!”. Lithe, delicious. If you’ve ever
wondered what pepper in a wine taste
like, get a bottle of this. Wrapped with
supple tannins, layers of flavour seem to
build and linger forever after you’ve
swallowed it. Hat tip Tim! There’s an
almost Pinot-esq nature to this beauty.  
WINE DECODED

2018 was a beautifully medium-bodied
season in Hilltops, giving birth to a wine
that captures the fragrant and spicy
personality of Shiraz with great detail. It
entices with rosehip and white pepper
over a core of red cherries and greengage
plums but it’s the lingering finish that
really sets it apart, structured with
magnificent, finely textured tannins.  
TYSON STELZER 

 



John first planted Shiraz at Clonakilla in 1972. Through the seventies and eighties the Shiraz was blended with
Cabernet Sauvignon in traditional Australian style. In 1990 it was decided to keep the Shiraz component separate. The
Clonakilla 1990 Shiraz went on to win one silver, two gold and two trophies in three showings. James Halliday
described it as “a tour de force in spicy/peppery varietal character”. Needless to say, the Kirks began to see
Murrumbateman Shiraz in a new light.

In 1991 Tim Kirk travelled to the Rhone Valley where he tasted the great Shiraz-based wines of Cote Rotie and
Hermitage. The highlight of the trip was at the Guigal family winery, where Tim tasted the 1988 single vineyard Cote
Roties La Landonne, La Mouline and La Turque from barrel. This was a turning point. Tim remembers it well: "There
are rare moments in a wine lover’s life when you find yourself transfixed by the extraordinary beauty of what’s in the
glass before you, and tasting those Cote Roties was just such a revelatory moment for me. They had striking aromas;
an ethereal perfume with complex, savoury dimensions, while the palate structure was different to the robust texture
that Australian Shiraz wines are renowned for. These wines were finer in texture, the tannins leaving a silky
impression, but with flavours that had persistence and great drive.

“I thought at the time that if I was ever able to produce wine from our humble vineyard at Murrumbateman that got
close to that level of complexity, refinement and beauty, I would be a very happy man. I wondered if Shiraz wines
approaching the best Cote Roties in style and substance could be produced in Australia. I was very fortunate that my
father John had planted some Viognier at Clonakilla in the mid-eighties. I had also been impressed with what Bailey
Carrodus had achieved at Yarra Yering in the Yarra Valley with his Dry Red No. 2. So from the 1992 vintage onwards we
set about making a Shiraz Viognier blend from our Murrumbateman vineyard.”

What happened next took the family by surprise.

Reviews started to appear heralding the fact that something new and surprising had been discovered. Gerald Atkinson
wrote in The Canberra Times  “The 1992 Clonakilla Shiraz is without doubt one of the finest Canberra District reds –
nay, one of the finest young small-maker Shirazes – I have ever seen; it’s an absolute stunner.” James Halliday again
went to print in The Australian to acclaim Clonakilla’s  “extremely stylish dark cherry and spice-laden Shiraz.”

"...shiraz viogniers, and pure shirazs, that are at the very top of the Australian tree.”  James Halliday The 1994 vintage
received a five star review in the Age/Sydney Morning Herald Uncorked magazine and a 96 point review from James
Halliday. Jeremy Oliver in an article entitled  “A Patch of Cote Rotie Near Canberra?” d  escribed the Shiraz Viognier as
“unquestionably Australia’s most Cote Rotie like shiraz: a fleshy, peppery, long and silky-smooth wine which goes on
and on...

”In 1999,in a shock result for the Hunter Valley dominated NSW wine industry, the 1998 Clonakilla Shiraz Viognier was
named New South Wales Wine of the Year. Since the year 2000, Clonakilla has been the undisputed benchmark for
Shiraz in the Southern Hemisphere.  CLONAKILLA

FOCUS: CLONAKILLA CONTINUED



S.C PANNELL GRENACHE TOURIGA SHIRAZ 2016
A little bit of Touriga goes a long way in a blend, I feel. Dark
cherry, baking spices, some liquorice, Brazil nuts, floral
notes. It’s medium bodied, fleshy and rounded, savoury with
ample dark fruit, a slightly earthy character, silty tannin, and
some raspberry freshness in with dark nutty chocolate on a
furry tannin finish of fine length. Super drinking. 93 POINTS
JAMES HALLIDAY

REDS: REVIEWS (ULURU 6-PACK)

GIANT STEPS LIGHT DRY RED 2017
Amazing aromatics with cherry jam and Turkish Delight
accents. The palate is highly flavoursome, with a mix of
snappy berry flavours underpinned by gorgeous savouriness.
The palate is fabulously long and satisfying. (Screwcap) 93
POINTS, THE REAL REVIEW

SHAW & SMITH PINOT NOIR 2019
Pinot noir is eternally intriguing. An aspect that makes it even
more seductive is its ability to be enjoyed both young and
fresh, and fascinatingly complex with age. Shaw and Smith’s
2019 is right in that first flush of delectable youth.It’s bright
in colour, with a slightly raw varietal nose of cherry liqueur,
almond and spiced plum. The well-concentrated palate has
lovely depth and density, with a tight backbone of tannin and
quenching acid balance. It’s built to grow in the bottle, but
it’s also a classy drop to sip right now. 95 POINTS, THE REAL
REVIEW

THE OTHER WINE CO. GRENACHE 2015
The back label describes this wine as “fresh, vibrant & spicy”.
The back label doesn’t lie. It serves up varietal grenache in
splendid drinking style. So fresh, so vibrant, so easy to hook
into. It tastes of raspberry and dry spice, redcurrant and
anise. Flings of dry/sweet spice complete the picture, with
dry/fine/ripe tannin providing the framework. Easy wine to
recommend. Campbell Mattinson, The Wine Front

MITOLO JESTER CABERNET SAUVIGNON 2017
Silken, savory and medium bodied. Ripe cassis flavors
initially, followed closely by a complex mix of savory
characters with more cigar-box, brambles and earthy
undergrowth notes that really fill out the mid palate. There’s
higher toned red fruits as well on return to the glass with a
lovely, tight spine of acidity running through, really drawing
the palate out. WINE COMPANION



A BY ARRAS NON-VINTAGE SPARKLING
A blend of three classic grape varieties of sparkling wine. The
wine spends a minimum of 3 years on lees before it's released
and at least 6 months on-cork which gives it a rich but fresh
flavour. The palate has opulent flavours reminiscent of
lychee, butter sautéed mushroom, natural yoghurt and fresh
oyster. This elegantly structured wine has great persistence
of flavour and exquisite balance of dosage and acidity. ARRAS

WHITES: REVIEWS (WHITSUNDAYS 6-PACK)

16 STOPS CHARDONNAY 2018
Salt of the earth Chardy made without oak or too much fuss.
Fruit sites near the sea, so moderate nighttime temperatures
improve the ripening. Fresh and elegant, but good fruit
composition and texture. Made by Tim James, so it's always
gonna be good. A big bargain. STSWine

PLANTAGENET ANGEVIN RIESLING 2017 
From 40+yo vines, machine-harvested, fermented with
cultured yeast. Hand of man or machine? It really doesn't
matter. Place and variety do. 95 POINTS JAMES HALLIDAY

SHAW & SMITH SAUVIGNON BLANC 2020
The familiar Shaw + Smith take on clean, lean Sauvignon
Blanc continues to confidently champion a distinctive
Adelaide Hills style rather than chase other more overt and
pungent examples. The nose is full and ripe, more zesty
grapefruit than gooseberry, with the slightest hint of cut
lawn. The body is too slim to slide into tropical fruit territory,
with its firm acidic spine keeping the citrus accent sharp and
crisp. Friendly and self-assured, it’s a worthy dinner table
companion. 93 POINTS, DECANTER MAGAZINE

INNOCENT BYSTANDER PINOT GRIS 2019
A flavoursome wine with brightness and good proportions.
Buttery, intense, and creamy, with long, pleasing flavours.
Lovely. (Screwcap) 90 POINTS, THE REAL REVIEW

CULLEN SEM/SAUV 2020
This beautifully presented wine has been made with minimal
intervention. No added acid and little fining with all-natural
yeast fermentation, and three months in French oak. Nutty
citrus aromas and flavours with a fine delicate palate that
pushes effortlessly to a long, precise finish. 94/100 THE WEST
AUSTRALIAN

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ON THESE OR ANY OTHER WINES PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL RORY

ON 085 1020 477 OR RORY@STATIONTOSTATIONWINE.IE 


