
STOP 3 | Alby & Esthers
Since being a stock station and 
agent in the late 19th century, 
this stone terrace has been 
through many incarnations.  
Now, it’s a cute-as-a-button coffee 
house and wine bar. When owner 
Leigh Sargent took it over a year 
ago, she was keen to keep the 
name of the business, as it was 
titled for the previous owners’ 
grandparents. “My grandparents 
were called Thelma and Ken, 
which didn’t really have the same 
ring to it!” says Leigh. Customers 
can enjoy an all-day menu – with 
daily specials – or a glass of wine 
from one of the local wineries, 
while sitting under a canopy  
of vines in the cobbled courtyard.
Must-have: ‘Our Famous Jaffle’ 
– smoked ham, egg and cheese  
with house-made relish, $10; 
Logan Vintage ‘M’ cuvée  
2013, $12/glass.
Visit: Unit 4-7, 61 Market Street, 
(02) 6372 1555. 
Open: Mon-Thurs, 8am-4pm; 
Fri-Sat, 8am-10pm. 
Bookmark: albyandesthers 
.com.au. 

STOP 4 | Whatever 
Set in a picturesque blue-and-
white cottage off the main 
shopping hub is this hidden 
gem, where you’ll find something 
for everyone. “I couldn’t count 
the number of times customers 
come in and say, ‘We needed  
a present and knew we would 
find it here’,” says owner Brooke 
Ellery, who prides herself  
on supplying beautiful and 
unique but affordable items.  
“I truly believe if you provide 
products at a great price and 
customers get to touch and feel 
them, you will win their hearts.” 
With items from a $2 soap 
through to a $2000 Elms table, 
you’ll be hard-pressed to leave 
this treasure trove empty handed.
Must-haves: Palm Beach candles 
and diffusers, $40 each; Grey 
regular cowhides, $599.
Visit: 48A Market Street,  
(02) 6372 6027.
Open: Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm; Sat, 
10am-3pm; Sun, 10am-1pm.
Bookmark: whatevermudgee 
.com.au.

STOP 2 | Cedar Cicada 
When qualified visual 
merchandiser and interiors 
stylist Lucy Thane wanted  
to open a homewares store  
in Mudgee, finding a suitable 
space was at the forefront of her 
mind. “I was travelling in Europe 
when the shop space came up for 
lease,” says Lucy. “When I arrived 
to look at it, there was no going 
back!” In November 2015, Cedar 
Cicada was born. “The shop  
is broken into sections – bedding, 
bathroom and body, kitchen  
and dining, and gardening,” 
explains Lucy, who will only 
stock products she would display 
in her own abode. “My guidelines 
when buying are that I’m always 
drawn to aesthetics first, but 
unless the quality is spot on,  
I won’t buy it for the shop.” 
Must-haves: Sarah Thane 
Photography, from $150.
Visit: 26 Church Street,  
(02) 6372 2330.
Open: Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm; Sat, 
9.30am-1.30pm; Sun, closed. 
Bookmark: facebook.com/
CedarCicada/ or cedarcicada.
com.au. 

STOP 5 | Loft Furniture & 
Other Ideas
Jasmine Gudgeon has tried  
her hand at many careers, but  
it wasn’t until she decided  
on a return to Mudgee, where  
she grew up, that she found her 
true calling. With an enduring 
interest in homewares, she 
started working at Loft Furniture 
& Other Ideas, but when owner 
Kellie wanted to sell up, Jasmine 
knew she wanted to take over.  
“I went to my husband, Mark, 
and said ‘We need to buy it’,” she 
says. Jasmine became the proud 
new owner in October 2015. The 
store is a fabulous collection  
of Loft Furniture and suppliers 
such as Cultiver, Pony Rider and 
Ahoy Trader, all curated with the 
Australian lifestyle in mind. 
Must-haves: Meeraboo soy 
candles, $32; Loft Furniture 
timber console table, $520.
Visit: 13 Lewis Street,  
(02) 6372 4161.
Open: Mon and Wed, 9.30am-
4pm; Tues closed; Sat, 9.30am-
2pm; Sunday, 10am-1pm.
Bookmark: facebook.com/
LoftMudgee.

STOP 1 | Juliet Horsley
For owner Juliet, creating  
lovely spaces in her own home  
is the inspiration behind her 
eponymous store. With her love 
of all things natural, classic and 
timeless, Juliet chooses pieces 
that would complement any 
interior, a philosophy reflected  
in the pieces and brands she has 
chosen: think Armadillo & Co, 
Walter G, Tribe Home and 
Wonki Ware. Not only does 
Juliet showcase beautiful 
homewares, she also has 
gorgeous fashion pieces and 
shelves dedicated to lovely 
smelling hand soaps and creams. 
Must-haves: Murchison-Hume 
‘Decidedly Rich’ everyday  
hand cream in Original Fig, 
$30/500ml; ‘Zinnia’ tabletop  
set in Natural, $146/set of 6, 
Armadillo & Co; Uashmama 
paper bags, from $25. 
Visit: 86 Church Street,  
(02) 6372 3533.
Open: Mon-Fri, 9.30am-5pm; 
Sat-Sun, 9.30am-1.30pm. 
Bookmark: juliethorsley.com. 

Staying overnight? Base yourself  
at Evanslea Luxury Boutique 
Accommodation and book one of 
their beautiful open-plan cottages 
overlooking the gardens (evanslea.
com.au). A 10-minute drive from 
Mudgee town centre takes you to 
Lowe Wines, where you can taste 
fantastic drops while taking in the 
stunning views of the vineyards 
(lowewine.com.au). Head next  
door to The Zin House and enjoy  
a tasting menu based on seasonal 
produce (zinhouse.com.au) or, for 
something a little more rustic, The 
Cellar By Gilbert (Gilbert Family 
Wines) offers a paddock-to-plate 
platter and a lovely variety of wines 
(gilbertfamilywines.com.au). In 
town, grab a handcrafted coffee by 
Yarrabin Road Roasters at Warbëhr, 
while admiring owner Warwick 
Behrens’ artworks (warbehr.com.au). 
On the way back to Sydney, swing 
by Rylstone for a look at the town’s 
quaint shops and enjoy tea and 
dumplings at 29 Nine 99 – Yum 
Cha And Tea House (facebook.
com/29nine99yumcha). 
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PRECINCT:

WHILE YOU’RE THERE

A COMFORTABLE three-and- 
a-half-hour drive north-west  
of Sydney, the town of Mudgee, 
named after the Wiradjuri 
Aboriginal term ‘Moothi’ which 
means ‘nest in the hills’, offers 
exquisite food, award-winning 
wines and breathtaking 
landscapes. It’s also home  
to a collection of boutiques that 
have been lovingly curated  
to highlight the area’s charm.  

Tamara Bowman 
grapevine wreath, 
$70/large, Cedar 
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