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A designer builds a new home to start a new life.

      LIVING THE 
Barefoot Dream 

FLORIDA FAVORITE. The cottage is a cracker-style cottage—a vernacular 
style common in the area, characterized by metal roofs, raised fl oors and 
a full porch that runs the span of the entire front façade. The Florida palm 
trees were already on the lot when Lisa and Mark were building their home. 
Lisa added pops of pink on the natural wood porch through potted plants.
|OPPOSITE| GREAT GATE. Guests enter the home’s exterior through a 
custom-crafted white gate and arbor with a charming and unusual circular 
design. Bevolo custom stainless-steel lanterns light the way.
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When is a cottage not 
just a cottage? When it’s 
the foundation for a new lifestyle. 
Interior designer Lisa Peterson and her husband, Mark, wanted to 
build their home in a location that would allow them to live their 
dream life together. “I’ve always dreamed of living in a comfortable 
and relaxed Florida cracker-style cottage with breezes and views 
of the water to create my ‘Barefoot Dream’ lifestyle,” Lisa says. She 
chose Hobe Sound, Florida, as the place to turn her barefoot dream 
into a reality. 

|TOP| FARMHOUSE FEEL. The front door is a repurposed antique 
farmhouse door. The large console in the entryway is 90” x 90”. 
The mirror frame is made of Old Pecky white wood. All the ele-
ments combine for a clean and fresh yet lived-in look.

|RIGHT| WATERSIDE SEATING. The front porch offers a lovely 
view of the Intracoastal Waterway. The porch was handcrafted 
from old dock wood. Custom paint colors were applied to the 
Bahamas shutters and Adirondack chairs.

PATH TO BAREFOOT 
DREAMS. This is the pretty 
path as you walk from the 

front door down to the arbor 
gate studded with old Key 

West coral stone.
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Lisa and Mark were fascinated by the “Old Florida” 
appeal of Hobe Sound. “The village, adjacent to Jupiter 
Island, is a little slice of heaven,” Lisa says. “Covered with 
Banyan trees, the neighborhood we chose to build our 
house in has a rich history. The lot next door was the 
site of an icehouse in the late 1800s, and the stretch of 
Intracoastal Waterway in front of our home was once the 
site of a ferry landing for boats to carry prospective land 
buyers to Jupiter Island.”

Although the cottage was built in 2017, it refl ects the 
true Florida cracker architecture that was prevalent in 
Florida in the 19th century. Florida cracker-style homes 
are characterized by metal roofs; wraparound porches; 
and long, straight central hallways from the front of the 
home to the back. Lisa incorporated many windows and 
doors into the fl oor plan that open onto a large deck, 
allowing the constant ocean breeze to fi ll the house.

Lisa incorporated many windows and  
   doors into the fl oor plan that open  

 onto a large deck, allowing the 

constant ocean breeze  
       to fi ll the house.

PERFECT PITCH. A large, open family room/great room with a pitched 
ceiling is an inviting place to relax. Oversized pieces include an upholstered 
sectional by Lee Industries and an organic cocktail table. Lisa added swivel 
chairs—perfect for watching the boats go by. Blue Bohemian throw pillows 
add a fun, stylish touch and texture that accentuates the blue water view. 
Natural seagrass rugs anchor the pieces in the room.
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OUTER SPACE
Lisa gave attention to every detail in her design 

for the home’s exterior, literally right out of the 
gate. Guests are greeted at the front of the cottage 
by a charming white custom-made arbor gate with 
a circular opening. The porch was also custom-de-
signed with repurposed old wood from a dock. 

The louvered Bahamas shutters and the Ad-
irondack chairs have a custom paint color. And an 
oversized custom stainless-steel lantern above the 
front door is in perfect proportion to the rest of 
the porch entry. Potted cabbage palm trees add a 
natural touch to the porch, which has a picturesque 
and relaxing view of the waterway.

INNER INSPIRATION
Lisa found the perfect seaside-cottage accesso-

ries for her dream home at the shop she co-owns: 
Pineapples, Palms, Etc. (pineapplespalms.com) in 
Jupiter, Florida. “Our shop is known for its crisp, 
modern coastal style with a unique brand of casual 
elegance,” Lisa says. “I infused the cottage with 
a similar energy, using one-of-a-kind pieces and 
comfortable, slipcovered furniture. The result is 
open, airy and inviting. I sourced all of the furniture 
and accessories in the cottage from our store.”

The entire house is bathed in bright white paint 
with strategic pops of color and layered textures to 
add interest and cottage charm. 

COZY NOOK. This corner breakfast nook comes with a view of the water. 
It features a custom built-in banquette. Pops of blue in the textiles and 
pillows break up the monochromatic white color.

“Our shop is known for its crisp, modern coastal style  

with a unique brand of casual elegance. I infused the  
cottage with a similar energy using one-of-a-kind pieces 

and comfortable, slipcovered furniture.  
The result is open, airy and inviting.”

BRIGHT, WHITE 
& SPACIOUS. The 

kitchen countertops 
are Extra-White 

Calacatta marble. 
Lisa decided to go 
with open shelving 

and built-in pantries 
for an open, airy look 
in the room. An over-

sized 8’ x 12’ island 
is perfect for storage 

and serving guests.
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DINING IN STYLE AND COMFORT. The dining room’s 
ceiling and walls are covered in shiplap. The focal 
point of the room is an antique farmhouse table built 
in the 1800s, while the host and hostess upholstered 
chairs are by Lee Industries. The doors open up to the 
large porch that overlooks the Intracoastal Waterway.

CLEAN KITCHEN. Lisa achieved the airy ambience she envisioned in the kitchen through details such 
as monochromatic white paint and accessories for a seamless look, open shelving and natural wood 
elements. A stainless-steel range and cabinet hardware add color and shine.
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While Lisa loves everything about the way her personal home project turned out, 
she says her favorite room in the house is the kitchen. “My family and friends all gather 
around the extra large island (9’ x 12’) when I’m cooking,” she says. “The wraparound 
porches are another favorite. They are like big open arms that welcome people passing 
by. It’s overwhelming how many people stop and chat with us about the house when we 
are sitting on the porches.”

Although Lisa’s dream cottage was built overlooking the water, she believes you can 
create the look and feel in any location. “You don’t have to live on the water to achieve 
a relaxed coastal style in your home,” she says. It’s just a matter of surrounding yourself 
with the seaside style that speaks to your soul.   

S E E  S O U R C E S ,  PA G E  1 4 4 .

|TOP LEFT| BUILT-IN BEAUTY. This side of the room fea-
tures an open shelving/vanity combo that packs the room 
with extra functionality.

|BOTTOM LEFT| BATHED IN WHITE. The master bathroom 
has custom cabinetry and hand-pieced herringbone white 
Thassos marble flooring. Once again, Lisa brought a touch of 
blue into the room—this time with real, naturally blue coral.

SWEET SUITE. The master bedroom 
suite has wide-plank, white-oak flooring 
and vaulted ceilings. The coastal art-
work is custom made for the room and 
coordinates with the lighter shade of 
blue in the textiles.
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|ABOVE| GUEST RETREAT. This guest room has 
white oak flooring and a Sisal rug. Plantation 
shutters adjust the light from the windows. A so-
phisticated upholstered bed by Lee Industries with 
custom bedding is the focal point of the room.

|BOTTOM MIDDLE| INVITING GUEST 
ROOM. A second guest room has 
original artwork and a Lee Industries 
upholstered bed. White oak flooring 
gives the room a beachy effect.

|BOTTOM RIGHT| SHIP SHAPE. The 
hallway/mudroom has a custom built-in 
desk, bench and lots of shiplap. White-
oak wide-plank flooring completes the 
look.

DELIGHTFUL DOORS. Lisa had custom 
barn doors made for the entrance to the 
master bath. They provide an unexpected 
yet practical function.
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ORGANIC SHADE. 
A 200-year-old 
Florida Banyan 
tree shades the 
outdoor eating 
area on the porch. 
The outdoor slip-
covered chairs are 
by Lee Industries.

 “The wraparound porches are like big open arms that  
welcome people passing by. It’s overwhelming how many people stop 

and chat with us about the house when we are sitting on the porches.”
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