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Introduction

If you’re a non-US resident planning to build a store that uses US-based suppliers and targets the US 
marketplace, you will most likely want most (if not all) of the following:

• US business entity (Limited Liability Company, or LLC)
• US state-issued Seller’s Permit
• US tax ID number (Employer Identifcation Number, or EIN)
• US street address
• US toll-free phone number
• US merchant account for accepting credit card payments on-site
• US debit card for paying your US suppliers

This ebook guide will walk you STEP BY STEP through the process of setting all of this up as quickly 
and affordably as possible. Let’s start at the top of the list…

Setting Up a US Business Entity (i.e. LLC)

You don't necessarily need a US business entity just because you want to sell products to US-based 
customers. You'll really only need to set up a US business entity if the supplier(s) you want to set up 
a reseller account with insist that you have a US business entity with an EIN (Employer Identifcation 
Number, issued by the Internal Revenue Service, or IRS) and a US state-issued Seller's Permit. If your 
supplier(s) are willing to give you a reseller account even though you don't have a US business entity, 
there is probably no reason to set one up. (Customers on your website won't know or care whether you
have a US business entity; the primary reason to set one up is to set up reseller accounts with 
suppliers.)

If one or more of the suppliers you really want to work with require that you set up a US business 
entity (so you can provide an EIN and a Seller's Permit), follow the steps outlined in this section to set 
one up.



Because you don’t have a Social Security Number (SSN),
you cannot operate your business as a sole proprietor. You 
have to register a business entity. There are a few
different types of business entities (you can learn about
them here), but almost all non-US residents choose to set
up an LLC (or a Limited Liability Company). LLCs essentially
combine the best features of a traditional corporation and
a partnership, and you don’t have to have any “partners”
(you can be the only owner).

You can organize your LLC in any of the 50 states in the
United States. Many non-US residents make the mistake of
creating an LLC in the state of Delaware, primarily because
there are so many websites that promote it. For practical
purposes, it really doesn’t matter which of the 50 states in
the USA you register your business… an LLC is an LLC, regardless of which state it’s registered in. But 
there are several MAJOR advantages of incorporating your business in Idaho rather than in 
Delaware…

Advantage #1. No Annual “Franchise Tax”

There is no ongoing cost to maintain an Idaho LLC from year to year. Idaho does not charge any kind of
annual fling fee or franchise tax to maintain your LLC status. Idaho’s only annual requirement is to fle
an “Annual Report”, which can be done online in about 3-5 minutes. There is no cost or fee to fle this 
“Annual Report.”

Delaware LLCs, on the other hand, must pay a $250 annual franchise tax in order to keep their 
business active from year to year. That’s a $250 cost EVERY YEAR! And if you’re late paying the tax by 
even 1 day, you’re charged a $200 late fee. This ongoing annual cost is the biggest disadvantage of 
registering an LLC in the state of Delaware.

Advantage #2. Low-Cost “Expedite” Service

Idaho’s “expedite fee” for 24-hour service is very affordable. Idaho only charges a $20 expedite fee for 
1-day service, which is uncommonly low. Delaware charges a much higher expedite fee ($100+) for 1-

https://storecoach.com/getting-ducks-row-contacting-potential-suppliers


day service. And if you don’t pay Delaware’s super-expensive expedite fee, you’ll likely have to wait 
WEEKS for your LLC to be set up.

Also, Idaho’s business incorporation fee of $100 is among the very lowest among all 50 states in the 
United States.

Advantage #3. Fewer In-State Sales

Idaho has among the lowest populations in the United States. Approximately HALF of 1% of Americans
reside in the state of Idaho. This means that, on average, only 1 out of every 200 customers will be 
from Idaho. So if you’re selling tangible goods or products, you will only need to worry about 
collecting/paying sales tax on 1 out of every 200 sales (only from customers living in Idaho).

You may have heard that Delaware doesn’t have a sales tax, so you may be thinking that Delaware 
would be a better place to register your LLC. It is true that Delaware doesn’t have a “Sales Tax.” 
However, Delaware does have a tax called “Gross Receipts Tax.” Essentially, it is the same thing as 
sales tax. It just has a different name. This “Gross Receipts Tax” requires you to pay taxes on all sales 
originating in Delaware if your LLC is registered in Delaware.

Advantage #4. Looks More Legitimate

Here in the United States, many companies and consumers have a negative feeling towards Delaware 
LLCs and Delaware corporations. The majority of credit card companies and mass marketing 
companies are based in Delaware, and they send hundreds of pieces of unsolicited “junk mail” to 
American households every year. This has caused many Americans to dislike and mistrust companies 
based in Delaware.

Now that we’ve discussed the reasons we recommend registering your LLC in the state of Idaho, let’s 
walk through the steps to actually do it.

Step 1. Get an Idaho Registered Agent

Since you’re not actually located in Idaho (i.e. you don’t live in Idaho OR have an offce in Idaho), you 
will need to use a Registered Agent to act as your "business location” in Idaho. A Registered Agent 



basically acts as your “representative” in Idaho. Registered Agent services typically cost anywhere from
$50 to $100 per year. Click here to see Idaho’s list of companies that are registered with the state of 
Idaho.

Registered Agent services typically cost anywhere from $50 to $100 per year. Some companies offer 
the service for free for the 1st year, but then they charge heftier fees (closer to $100) for subsequent 
years. Here’s a list of Registered Agents that charge just under $50 per year...

• https://www.49dollaridahoregisteredagent.com/signup.html
• http://www.idahoregisteredagent.com
• http://www.idaho-registered-agent.info

Note: Many Registered Agents also offer the service of preparing and fling the Certifcate of 
Organization (coming up in the next step) for you. You certainly could hire them to do this for you if 
you’d like to, but flling out the form is quite easy and we’ll walk you through it in the upcoming steps.

Step 2. Fill Out the Certifcate of Organization Form

To create your Idaho LLC, you simply need to fll out and submit this
form to the Idaho Secretary of State’s offce.

Here are line-by-line instructions for flling out the form…

Line 1 - Enter the name of your LLC. Before you enter a name, make
sure to search Idaho’s business database to make sure the name (or a
substantially similar name) isn’t already registered in Idaho. If you’re
concerned that the name you’d like for your LLC is too similar to an
existing business, you can certainly call the Idaho Secretary of State’s offce at (208) 334-2301 and 
ask. The name of your LLC must contain 1 of the following words at the END of the business name:

• LLC (this is the most common & what we recommend)
• L.L.C.
• Limited Liability Company
• Limited Company or L.C. (not common)

http://www.accessidaho.org/public/sos/corp/search.html?ScriptForm.startstep=crit
http://sos.idaho.gov/corp/2015/LLC%20Cert%20org%202015%20FILL.pdf
http://sos.idaho.gov/corp/2015/LLC%20Cert%20org%202015%20FILL.pdf
http://sos.idaho.gov/corp/2015/LLC%20Cert%20org%202015%20FILL.pdf
http://www.idaho-registered-agent.info/
http://www.idahoregisteredagent.com/
https://www.49dollaridahoregisteredagent.com/signup.html
http://www.sos.idaho.gov/CORP/registered_agents.html


Line 2 - On the top line (for ‘Street Address’), enter your Registered Agent’s address. You must enter 
an Idaho address on this line. (Your Registered Agent should provide this address to you when you 
purchase their services.)

On the bottom line (for ‘Mailing Address’), enter YOUR mailing address (i.e. home address). It’s fne 
for this address to be a non-Idaho, non-US address.

Line 3 - Enter the name and address of your Registered Agent. (Again, your Registered Agent should 
have provided this to you when you signed up for their service.)

Line 4 - Enter your name (on the left side) and your full mailing address (on the right side). It’s fne for 
this address to be a non-Idaho, non-US address.

Line 5 - Enter your mailing address (i.e. home address). It’s fne for this address to be a non-Idaho, 
non-US address.

Line 6 - Leave this feld blank (unless you want your LLC to not be registered until a future date).

Sign your name on the ‘Signature' line and type your name on the ‘Typed Name’ line. (Only 1 of the 
signature blocks is required. You can leave the 2nd signature block blank.)

See the example form on the next page, which illustrates how the form should be flled out…





Step 3. Submit the Certifcate of Organization Form (with Payment)

Once you’ve completed the form, you simply need to submit it (along with payment) to the Idaho 
Secretary of State’s offce. Page 2 of the Certifcate of Organization form provides information about 
how to submit the form and pay the fling fee.

Idaho's fling fee is $100.00 USD. You can choose (it’s optional) to pay an extra $20.00 USD for 
expedited service (1 business day). If you don’t pay the expedite fee, it can take up to 3-5 business 
days for your LLC to be set up.

This page specifes that you should NOT pay with cash. You can pay with a check or money order, but 
most people will prefer to pay by credit card (which must be a Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American 
Express credit card). Note: There’s a minimal $1.00 USD non-refundable fee to pay by credit card.

To pay with a credit card, simply download and complete the Credit Card Transmittal Form. For the 
‘Authorized Charge’ amount, you should enter:

• $101.00 if you’re NOT paying for expedited 1-day service OR
• $121.00 if you ARE paying for expedited 1-day service

You have 2 options for submitting the Certifcate of Formation (along with a check/money order OR 
the Credit Card Transmittal Form)…

• Mail them to the address shown on Page 2 of the Certifcate of Formation form (which, at the 
time of this writing, is: Offce of the Secretary of State, 450 N 4th Street, PO Box 83720, Boise, 
ID 83720-0080) OR

• Fax them to this number: (208) 334-2080 (obviously, faxing the documents is only an option if
you are paying by credit card rather than check/money order)

If you have any questions or need help, you can call the Secretary of State’s offce at (208) 334-2301.

Depending on whether you paid the $20 expedite fee or not, your Idaho LLC will be set up within 1-5 
business days. You can search Idaho’s business database for your business’s name every day or two 
until it shows up. Eventually, Idaho will mail a paper copy of your approved Certifcate of 

http://www.accessidaho.org/public/sos/corp/search.html?ScriptForm.startstep=crit
http://sos.idaho.gov/general/cc_transmittal.pdf
http://sos.idaho.gov/general/payment.html
http://sos.idaho.gov/corp/2015/LLC%20Cert%20org%202015%20FILL.pdf


Organization to the mailing address you provided.

Obtaining an Idaho Seller’s Permit

First off, let me say that you may not need an Idaho Seller’s Permit. But if 
you’re trying to set up a dealer account with a supplier who requires you to
have a Seller’s Permit (also known as a Sales Tax Permit, Sales Tax 
Certifcate, or Sales Tax Exemption Certifcate), you will need to obtain one.

A Seller’s Permit is basically a document (issued by the state of Idaho) that offcially establishes you as 
a “reseller” of products, which means 2 things…

• You can purchase products from manufacturers or wholesale distributors WITHOUT having to 
pay sales tax, since you are a “middle man” (i.e. reseller) of the products (as opposed to being 
the end customer who actually “consumes” the products).

• As a reseller, you will be required to collect sales tax from customers in your state and then 
“remit” (i.e. pay) those taxes to the Idaho State Tax Commission. (Note: You are only required 
to collect sales tax from customers located in the state of Idaho, which should statistically only 
be about 0.5% of US customers. Idaho’s sales tax rate is 6%, which is among the lowest of the 
50 US states.)

As explained on this page on the Idaho State Tax Commission’s website, you can obtain an Idaho 
seller's permit by flling out the IBR-1 online. By answering "yes" to the question(s) that ask about 
whether you will sell tangible goods to consumers, you will be telling Idaho that you want a Seller’s 
Permit.

When you fll out the IBR-1, make sure to answer the questions about employees very carefully (i.e. 
make sure to state that you do NOT have employees and will NOT be paying a salary or wages to 
ANYONE, including yourself). This will ensure that Idaho does not expect you to send in state tax 
withholdings, get a worker's compensation policy, or pay in state unemployment insurance taxes.

There is no fee to obtain an Idaho Seller’s Permit. But please be advised that by flling out the IBR-1 
and obtaining a Seller’s Permit (i.e. sales tax ID number), you will be required to a) collect sales tax 
(6%) on sales that you make to residents of Idaho, and b) remit (pay) the sales tax you collect from 

https://labor.idaho.gov/ibrs/ibr.aspx
http://www.tax.idaho.gov/i-1049.cfm


Idaho customers periodically (it may be quarterly or annually... the letter you receive from the Idaho 
State Tax Commission will specify). Along with remitting (paying) the sales tax, you will also be 
required to fll out a form (again, either quarterly or annually) that reports how much sales tax you 
collected and paid. Failure to fll remit taxes and submit this form (all of which can be done online) will
result in fnes/penalties.

Obtaining a US Tax ID Number (Federal Employer Identifcation 
Number, or FEIN)

Most product suppliers in the USA will require you to have an Employer
Identifcation Number (EIN) in order to set up a reseller account with them. Just
like obtaining an Idaho Seller’s Permit, obtaining an EIN is free but it does come
with tax fling requirements. (See the FAQs section at the end of this guide for
answers to common questions about tax requirements.)

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) website has an online application for obtaining an EIN. However, 
the automated system on the www.irs.gov website is NOT equipped to handle applications from non-
US residents. So you will need to fll out the form and then either a) mail it to the IRS or b) fax it to the 
IRS. But you cannot use the online application process.

The form you need to fle to obtain an EIN is called Form SS-4. Click here to download the form, and 
click here to download the IRS's instructions. Following are line-by-line instructions for non-US 
residents…

Line 1 - Enter your LLC’s name.

Line 2 - Leave blank.

Line 3 - Enter your full name.

Line 4a & 4b - Enter YOUR mailing address. (It’s okay for this to be a non-US address.)

Line 5a & 5b - Leave blank.

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iss4.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf


Line 6 - Enter the county and state where your Registered Agent is located (example: Ada, Idaho). Your
Registered Agent should provide you with this information when you sign up for their services. If they 
don’t, simply do a Google search for the Registered Agent’s address and you should be able to fnd the
county fairly quickly.

Line 7a - Enter your full name.

Line 7b - Enter the word ‘Foreign’.

Line 8a - Check the ‘Yes’ box.

Line 8b - Enter ‘1’ (assuming you are the only owner of the LLC).

Line 8c - Check the ‘Yes’ box.

Line 9a - Check the ‘Sole Proprietor’ box. Then leave the feld for the Social Security Number (SSN) 
BLANK. It looks a little funny that the box is checked and then the feld is left blank, but that’s how 
you’re supposed to fll it out.

Line 9b - Leave blank.

Line 10 - Check the ‘Started new business’ box. Then enter a brief 2-4 word description about what 
type of business you run (i.e. online retail store).

Line 11 - Enter the date (example formatting: July 17, 2015) that your LLC was offcially approved by 
Idaho.

Line 12 - Enter ‘December’.

Line 13 - Enter ‘0’ for all 3 types (agricultural, household and other).

Line 14 - Leave blank.

Line 15 - Leave blank.



Line 16 - Check the most accurate box (usually ‘Retail’).

Line 17 - Enter a brief 3-5 word description of the type of products or services you sell. It’s okay to be 
pretty vague (i.e. ‘Various consumer products and merchandise’).

Line 18 - Check the ‘No’ box (unless you have previously applied for an EIN before).

Leave all of the ‘Third Party Designee’ felds blank.

On the bottom 2 rows of the form, enter your name and title (i.e. ‘LLC Owner’), phone number, fax 
number (if you have one), and then sign and date the form.

On the next page, we've provided an example of what the flled-out Form SS-4 should look like…





To submit the form, you can either mail it OR fax it to the address/number shown on page 1 of the 
Form SS-4 instructions. After submitting the form, you should receive a letter from the IRS within 5-10 
business days containing your EIN along with information regarding IRS tax fling requirements. 
(Note: If you fax the form to the IRS, they may also send you a response via fax containing your 
assigned EIN, in addition to mailing you a letter.)

Getting a US Street Address

First off, let me say that you do NOT need a US mailing address to 
register an LLC in the United States. Your Registered Agent should allow
you to use their mailing address for business registration purposes. The 
only real reason you would need a US mailing address is if you have 
suppliers that refuse to send you invoices, statements, and other 
correspondence via e-mail (which is preferable) or to your foreign 
mailing address.

There are a lot of companies in the United States that offer mail-
forwarding services. Some of these companies hold your mail for a few 

days or weeks (or until you make a request) and then mail everything to you all at once in a single 
shipment. Other companies open your mail, scan the contents into PDF format and then give you 
secure access to log in to an account to view the PDF scans (the hard copies of all your mail are stored 
securely and shredded upon your request). Here's a list of some of our favorite mail-forwarding 
companies...

• US Global Mail
• USA Box
• Mailbox Forwarding
• Mail Link Plus

Getting a US Toll-Free Phone Number

Every store targeting the United States market should have a US toll-free phone number. Even if you 
aren't available to actually answer phone calls as they come in, displaying a toll-free number makes 
your store look much more legitimate and professional and adds a lot of credibility to your business. 

http://www.maillinkplus.com/index.php
http://www.mailboxforwarding.com/
http://www.usabox.com/
https://www.usglobalmail.com/personal/mail-package-forwarding/
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/iss4.pdf


You can have all calls go directly to a voice mail message, and then only return those calls that you 
want to return.

Getting a US toll-free number is much more affordable than you'd
think. You can set up a toll-free number with Phone.com for only
$9.99 per month (after a 1-month free trial). This includes your
toll-free number PLUS 100 minutes per month (additional
minutes in excess of 100 are only 3.9 cents per minute).
You can set up your Phone.com number to automatically forward to any land line or mobile phone 
(cell phone) in almost every country worldwide. So when a US-based customer calls your toll-free 
number, it will ring through to your land line or mobile phone!

Depending on your location (and whether you set it up to ring through to a land line or a mobile 
phone), there may be an additional cost for call forwarding. As explained on this page, if you are 
located in Canada, France, Germany, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Puerto Rico or United Kingdom and 
you are forwarding calls to a land line, there is no additional per-minute charge. (If you're in one of 
those countries and are forwarding calls to a mobile phone, you will have to pay an additional per-
minute charge.) If you're located in some other country, you will likewise have to pay an additional 
per-minute charge. Use the country selector at the top of the page to see how much the per-minute 
charge is for the phone number you want incoming calls to be forwarded to.

Note: When you make outgoing calls from your land line or mobile phone (via your toll-free 
number), you will be charged the same per-minute rates as you are charged for incoming calls.

If you're in a located in a country that has a high per-minute rate, we have a great solution that can 
save you a lot of money. Rather than forwarding calls to your local land line or mobile phone (which 
would incur high per-minute charges), you can get a US-based Skype number for $5/month and have 
calls forwarded to that number instead. Since your Skype number is a US-based phone number 
(which is classifed as a land line), you will not incur ANY per-minute charges by Phone.com for 
having calls forwarded to this number.

When a customer calls your toll-free number, you'll be able to answer the phone the same way you 
answer Skype-to-Skype calls on your computer. Callers will have no idea that your toll-free number 
was forwarded to Skype and that you answered the call from your computer (as opposed to a “normal” 
phone). This set-up is very slick and completely seamless. Customers can call your toll-free US phone 

https://secure.skype.com/skypein/start
http://www.phone.com/international/
http://bit.ly/IRIDMR
http://bit.ly/IRIDMR
http://bit.ly/IRIDMR


number, and you can answer the call using your computer in your home offce on the other side of the
world!

To set up a US-based Skype number, log in to your Skype account and then go to this page. Select 
'United States' and then select a state (preferably the same state your US mailing address is in, if 
available, but it really doesn't matter since customers will never actually see this number – they'll only 
see your toll-free number, which is not state-specifc). Next, select a city and then a phone number 
(again, it doesn't really matter what number you get since customers will never see it). The cost is 
$6/month if you pay quarterly or $5/month if you pay for a year in advance.

Your Skype number allows you to take INCOMING calls from customers in the United States, but it 
doesn't allow you to make OUTGOING calls to people in the USA. To do that, we recommend 1 of these
2 low-cost options with Skype...

• Get a monthly subscription for unlimited calls to USA for only $2.99/month (this option is 
more cost-effective if you anticipate more than 130 minutes/month of outgoing calls) OR

• Purchase Skype Credit to “pay as you go” (2.3 cents per minute to calls to the USA).

Getting a US Merchant Account to Accept Credit Card Payments On-
Site

Every online store should accept PayPal Standard. But 
in addition to accepting PayPal, you also want to give
your customers the option to pay with a credit card right
on your website. Many US shoppers don't realize that they don't need a PayPal account to pay with 
PayPal. Plus, some shoppers simply don't like PayPal and refuse to use it (they don't like how they are 
taken OFF your website to make payment and then directed back to your website after completing the 
transaction). And perhaps most importantly, accepting credit cards on-site just makes your website 
look more trustworthy and professional.

If you're located in Canada, you can apply for a low-rate merchant account here. If you're located in 
any other country, see this page for recommended credit card processing options.
Getting a US Debit Card to Pay US-Based Suppliers

https://storecoach.com/international-merchant-account
http://storecoach.com/merchant-account-canada
https://secure.skype.com/en/calling-rates?wt.mc_id=legacy&expo365=bundled
https://secure.skype.com/skypein/start


You don't need to set up a US business bank account in order to pay your suppliers located in the 
United States. In almost all cases, one of the following low-cost, straightforward options will work...

• Option 1. A large percentage of suppliers allow (and even prefer) you to make payments 
through PayPal. Make sure to ask whether you can pay through PayPal. If the answer is yes, 
you can just use your standard PayPal account to pay your supplier (even if you live in a country
where you cannot accept PayPal payments, you should be able to send Paypal payments.)

• Option 2. If your supplier doesn't accept PayPal, they should be willing to accept VISA or 
MasterCard payments (even if the card was issued to you by a non-US bank), which are 
generally accepted worldwide. If you have a VISA or MasterCard issued through your local 
bank, you should be able to pay your supplier using it.

• Option 3. Many suppliers also accept paper checks (such as a cashier's check) and/or bank 
wire transfers. Some may require you to make a lump deposit and establish an account 
balance that can be drawn from as products are ordered and shipped. But others will allow you 
(especially after you establish a good relationship with them) to send a check or wire transfer 
every few weeks to pay for orders that have already been fulflled. Ask your US-based supplier 
if they're willing to accept paper checks and/or bank wire transfers.

• Option 4. Sign up for a Payoneer account, which gives you a
pre-paid MasterCard you can use to pay your suppliers. You
can loan funds onto your Payoneer card by a) charging your
credit card, b) doing a direct deposit from your bank account,
or c) having funds from your 2CheckOut merchant account
(which is our #1 recommended credit card processing solution
for non-US residents in any country other than Canada). Once funds have been added to your 
Payoneer account, you can use your Payoneer pre-paid MasterCard to pay your suppliers. There
are, of course, transactional fees associated with this option. See Payoneer's FAQs Page for 
information.

Frequently Asked Questions

https://payoneer.custhelp.com/
http://bit.ly/1Q7kfbL
http://www.payoneer.com/payment-services/en/


Do I need a US mailing address to register a business (i.e. LLC) and get an EIN?

No, you don't. You should be able to use your Registered Agent's Idaho address when fling your 
Certifcate of Organization with the state of Idaho (as outlined in the instructions above). Except for the
top line of Line 4 on the Certifcate of Organization (which must be an Idaho address – this is where 
you'll enter your Registered Agent's address), all other addresses (on both the Idaho Certifcate of 
Organization form and the IRS Form SS-4) can be your foreign (non-US) address.

I'd like to fax the documents for setting up an Idaho LLC, but I don't have a fax number. 
Any suggestions?

If you get a toll-free number through Phone.com (as we recommend in this guide), you can use the 
Internet fax feature included FREE with your account.

What kind of ongoing fling requirements and costs are there for having an Idaho LLC and 
a US tax ID (EIN)?

Unlike most states (including Delaware) that have huge annual taxes/fees for maintaining your LLC, 
the state of Idaho does not charge any tax or fee for keeping your Idaho LLC active from year to year. 
There is no ongoing cost to maintain your Idaho LLC. Idaho’s only annual requirement is to fle an 
“Annual Report” one time per year, which can be done online in about 3-5 minutes. There is no cost or
fee to fle this “Annual Report.”

Once you have an EIN, you will be required to fle a tax return to the IRS each year. The offcial “EIN 
Letter” you’ll receive from the IRS discusses this requirement (i.e. what form to fle and when it is due 
each year). It is our understanding that the United States has “tax treaties” with many countries 
throughout the world that may, based on your circumstances, result in you not having to actually pay 
any tax to the US government (but you will still have to fle an informational tax return). Our 
understanding is that, for many countries’ residents, if 1) you are not a resident/citizen of the USA, 2) 
you don’t have any assets, equipment or property in the USA, 3) you don’t have any “physical 
presence” in the USA, and 4) you don’t have any employees in the USA, then you will not be required 
to pay any taxes to the USA. So the tax return you fle would just be an “informational” tax return 
without any payment due. Our understanding is that you will just report the income to your home 
country‘s tax agency and pay taxes to your home country.

http://bit.ly/IRIDMR


You will also need to fle an annual tax return to the state of Idaho. Again, the letter you receive from 
Idaho after setting up your LLC will specify which form to fle and when it is due each year.

What kind of ongoing fling requirements and costs are there if I get an Idaho Seller's 
Permit?

If you decide to apply for and obtain an Idaho Seller’s Permit (i.e. sales tax ID number), you will need 
to periodically (usually quarterly or annually) fle reports and remit (i.e. pay) sales tax that you’ve 
collected from customers residing in Idaho. Filing the periodic reports and remitting the sales tax 
you've collected can be done online in only a few minutes. Keep in mind that this isn't really a “cost” 
since you are merely remitting the taxes that you've collected from your Idaho-based customers 
(you're not paying it out of your own pocket).

Do I need a US bank account to do business in the USA?

You really don't, which is a good thing because it is virtually impossible for non-US residents to 
establish a US bank account (either a personal account or a business account) without personally 
visiting a local bank branch in the USA. As recently as a couple years ago, it was possible (not easy, but 
possible) for a non-US resident to set up a US bank account remotely (without coming to the USA). 
But recent changes to banking regulations have caused virtually all US banks to change their account 
set-up policies in such a way that you really have to visit a US bank's branch to set up an account.

The only reasons for setting up a US bank account would be to 1) deposit funds collected from 
customers, and 2) pay US-based suppliers and vendors. But if you follow the steps outlined in this 
guide, there are other good alternatives which really make it unnecessary to try to establish a US bank 
account.

Legal Disclaimer: Please be advised that we are not attorneys or licensed CPAs, so we cannot tell you defnitively what your 
fling, reporting and tax requirements will be or provide tax advice or legal advice on these matters. Please consult with your 
attorney and/or CPA to determine what your fling, reporting and tax requirements will be for your specifc country and 
circumstances. You are solely responsible for fulflling all fling and tax obligations for the business entities and tax accounts you 
choose to set up. Use the information contained in this guide at your own risk.
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