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FEAUTURING HOLIDAY TIPS
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This year’s design trends are all about creating spaces that speak to you. With their emphasis 
on shape, personalization, and new uses of color, the season beckons us to play with florals 
as a way to elevate style and our own experience of self and each other. 

Flowers function unlike anything else in our inside spaces. They are uniquely known to create 
happiness, facilitate connection, and improve mental and physical wellness. Florals that 
contribute to your sense of style are a gift to everyone that enters your home or business. 

Here’s our list of the top 8 interior design trends and our tips, curated by the Floracracy 
team, on how you can articulate them through flowers. Our hope is that they will inspire 
beauty, in all its forms, within your spaces. 

Be well,

Sarah-Eva
Founder and Editor

Letter From Our Editor
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1 2020’s top design trend calls for uniqueness, authenticity, and 
anything that’s “you.” As Christina Coop, co-founder of Hygge and 
West, notes about 2020: “People are designing their homes to reflect 
their personalities and creating spaces that tell their story.” Not 
only does this impact what people design; it’s dramatically changing 
how people shop and buy. William Morris, a British textile designer 
who lived inthe 19th century once said, “If you want a golden rule 
that will fit everything, this is it: Have nothing in your houses that 
you do not know to be useful or believe to be beautiful.” How did he 
put this into action? He invited friends to paint murals of Arthurian 
legends on his furniture. 

OLD WORLD

 

2020 is a year for everything 
functional and beaut i fu l 
in  order to  enhance our 
spaces the way inspiration 
calls us to. See top interior 
design trends in florals now 
updated with  holiday tips 
for every trend we have 
fallen in love with this year.
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2Floracracy Trend Tip 

The secret to getting flowers that are personalized to your style is to know what the floral version even 
is. At Floracracy, we use the Design Compass, which outlines the 6 key floral styles that are possible 
within floral design.  Each one has unique characteristics. When you combine across these styles, you 
create an even more nuanced look. The styles that are next to each other on the compass are the most 
alike. Those that are across from each other on the compass are the most different. 

After finding your personal style on the compass, select a design style based on that. For the most 
coherent look, stick with the same style or an adjacent as the rest of your interior. For the look with 
the most contrast, include a floral style across the compass from your personal style.

Modern
1. many flower types
2. unique and 
asymetrical structure
3. locally sourced 
flowers mixed with 
tropical ones Structured

1. few flower types
2. flowers with tropical 
origins
3. s-curve and ikebana 
influence 

Romantic
1. garden flowers
2. warm reds and pinks
3. flowers with 
romantic meanings

Playful
1. yellow or orange
2. cresent shape
3. association with 
fairies or mischievous 
meanings

Natural
1. small in size
2. naturally mixed 
arrangement
3. earthy and close to 
home feel Traditional

1. lots of foliage
2. flowers that were 
popular during the 
Victorian era
3. unique flowers and 
pattern schemes 3Copyright 2020 © Floracracy, Inc.



Accent Rugs2
In 2020, rugs of unique shapes and sizes are big. Jenny 
Kaplan, co-founder of Pieces by An Aesthetic Pursuit 
says, “An irregularly shaped rug can instantly make a 
statement in a room, similar to a focal piece of artwork.” 
Similarly, founder of Aurore Martial, Domus Venus 
connects the origin story of this unique trend to the 
company cc-tapis with its funky shaped rugs by Patricia 
Urquio.” cc-tapis, an Italian company that originally 
began in France, has designed hand-knotted rugs in 
Nepal for over 18 years. To try this trend in your own 
home, start with brands like cc-tapis and Pieces by An 
Aesthetic Pursuit who lead the tailored rug revolution.

Floracracy’s Trend Tip: Flowers as a 
Uniquely Shaped Accent. 

A custom alternative to the rug, add a floral arrangement 
that introduces unique shapes into the space. Play with 
different colors and seasonal textures. To emulate 
this emerging trend, we recommend aligning both the 
textures and color palette of your space with your plants 
and flowers. A larger Bohemian arrangement, known 
for its tendency to depart from conventional standards 
on how flowers should be combined, exhibits charming 
pinks, corals, burgundies, roses, and violets. Utilize the 
unique shapes and lines of a Minimalist arrangement, 
introducing unconventional floral shapes like the protea, 
fritillaria, parrot tulips, spider mum, and iris.  

“An irregularly shaped 
rug can instantly make 
a statement in a room, 
similar to a focal piece 
of artwork.”
-Jenny Kaplan

 

 

For a holiday twist, bring in gold 
accents such as foliage or branches. 
This gives the arrangement a pop 
of color while adding a natural flare 
that is ideal for centerpieces. 
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Bohemian

Whimsical

Bohemian
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High Contrast3
Two of the biggest expressions of this 
trend are the move from all-white 
kitchens to two-toned ones as well as 
accent walls, especially using high 
contrast materials like bold wallpapers. 

High contrast design is making a comeback. We 
are again seeing the revival of the classic white 
and black duo and Art Deco patterns. In a Forbes 
article, several interior design experts share their 
tips on these top trends. Alessandra Wood, Vice 
President of Style at Modsy and design historian, 
reveals why Art Deco-inspired designs will not 
go out of style--ever, and explains much of this 
has to do with elements of high contrast. Two of 
the biggest expressions of this trend are the move 
from all-white kitchens to two-toned ones as well 
as accent walls, especially using high contrast 
materials like bold wallpapers.John McDonald, the 
founder and CEO of Semihandmade says, “From 
clients, we’re seeing a pretty even mix of two colors 
(black base and white uppers is common), along 
with blending wood with color to either lighten 
what otherwise might be a rustic feel, or to add a 
bit of pop (like on an island).”  While color can be 
easily contrasted, other interior design elements 
to contrast in 2020 include the texture and shape 
of furniture, wallpaper, and decor. You can even 
achieve this look adding vases and decorative 
elements of the same color, but making sure they 
vary.

Garden
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 GARDEN

Copyright 2020 © Floracracy, Inc.

Maximize the Holidays with Contrast

Burgundy flowers create a naturally striking 
contrast in white spaces. It also pairs well with light 
and dark grays as well as turquises. We recommend 
sourcing florals and decor in this shade because of 
its deeper significance than the traditional red. Red 
has long symbolized love, especially passionate love. 

Meanwhile, burgundy is a hue that goes beyond 
words and traditional romance. Its boldness that 
strays from convention speaks the season this year.



Floracracy Trend Tip: Utilize Florals 
as a Contrast

The floral take on this high contrast look is to 
use flowers to create different contrasting feels 
within your home. A two toned arrangement 
offers a contrast with the flowers themselves.  
You can also choose to contrast your floral 
arrangement with your home’s interior. For 
example,  foreground dark gray and black spaces 
with a white and light floral arrangement. Pair a 
stunning Old World design, where white flower 
options and complex foliage are prevalent. 
White, cream, and light gray spaces call for an 
invigorating mixture of dark reds, pinks, and 
purples, embodied by the Bohemian design.

If your room uses blues or shades of gray, bring in 
pinks (another top trend of 2020 we’ll explore). We 
even recommend contrasting pinks with naturally 
blue flowers. The evolution of pinks has brought 
us soft and muted tones that elevate a calm 
environment in the home, and these hues prove 
to be a stunning contrast when set alongside dark 
and bold designs. 

Minimalist
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4 Minimalism
Minimalist kitchens are becoming increasingly popular in 2020, especially concealed kitchens where all 
appliances are hidden by cabinetry. No house has more famously branded this look than Kim Kardashian 
and Kanye West’s house in Los Angeles, California.  In describing the process of designing their home for 
Architecture Digest, Kardashian says, “The one thing Kanye and I had in common was our preference 
for a neutral palette. I love the simplicity of the design. Everything in the outside world is so chaotic. 
I like to come into a place and immediately feel the calmness.” This seems like it might be the apex of 
years of interiors going more and more minimalist, until the goal now is to see almost nothing at all 
and to create a sanctuary in the purity of it overall. 

Floracracy Trend Tip: Add an Ikebana Arrangement

For those of us that still appreciate the simplicity and functionality of the Minimalist trend, an ikebana-
inspired arrangement with its s-curve shape is perfect for the scene. Ikebana, the Japanese art of floral 
arrangement stemming back to the 6th century, emanates a simple look but challenging geometric 
form. One of Japan’s most influential modern ikebana practitioners, Toshiro Kawase, speaks to the 
power of the language of flowers, and combats what some might define as sparsity with: “the whole 
universe is contained within a single flower.” Having an arrangement of a single flower variety with 
neutral tones, or a vase full of foliage like baby blue eucalyptus or Italian ruscus, plays well with the 
effortless minimalist appearance. These shapes are available within our Minimalist, Bohemian, and 
Rustic looks. 

 

Simple and Functional Holiday Decor

The Minimalist design provides a natural and clutter-less display with its tall line flowers like allium, 
roses, and calla lilies. When it comes to decorating minimalist spaces for the holidays, having various 
small items can start to feel cluttered, so choose fewer decorative items, but go larger. Picking mass 
flowers like roses makes for a clean and consistent design. However, for a more eclectic selection of 
flowers, bring in the Bohemian with its naturally mixed design. 
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Ikebana-inspired 
arrangment with 

fritillaria.  

Arrangement with 
purple allium and 

bupleurum.

Arrangment with 
butterfly ranunculus, 
peony, and pampas 

grass.

B o h e m i a n
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Maximalism5
  

While we won’t forget about our clean and simple 
minimalist spaces just yet, a top 2020 design 
trend begs us to heavily accessorize with eye-
catching decor. Elle Decor writer Sadie Stein 
articulates her thoughts on the ongoing style: 
“One should not need stuff to feel anchored to 
the world, perhaps. But is it a crime to like it? To 
let the patterns and things and textures around 
you do a bit of the talking, sometimes?” This style 
features bold wallpapers and striking patterns, 
but it’s certainly not about clutter. Going back to 
Morris’ quote on the beauty of each item present 
in a room, the 2020 maximalist trend offers 
each item space to tell its own story, which is 
ultimately your story. 

Floracracy Trend Tip: Maximize 
Your Arrangement

Our take on a more maximalist floral 
arrangement involves a decadent arrangement 
with statement flowers naturally clumped 
together. Patterns that lure your eye to wander 
to different flowers are key to maximizing it. 
A mixture of tropical flowers, as displayed by 
our Bohemian arrangement is ideal, although 
Whimsical, Garden, and Old World are all 
capable of creating a maximalist tapestry. 
With its tall line flowers and crescent form, the 
Whimsical arrangement adds to the magicalness 
of maximalist spaces.
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Holiday Magic with Maximalism

Even if you aren’t a maximalist decorator at heart,  
the holidays are all about celebrating and being 
grateful for family and friends. Add various green 
foliages for a traditional Old World look. For 
example, eucalyptus promotes relaxation and can 
even relieve cold symptoms. Whatever earthy greens 
you select this year, it’s a beautiful expression of 
bringing the outdoors in. 
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6 Muted Pinks
Pink interiors and accessories for your home 
are back with a fresh, sophisticated look. 
Muted and soft pink shades, a top 2020 design 
trend, foster a calming environment. Interior 
Designer Caleb Anderson shared his tips on 
how to add pink to every space, revealing that 
if you are hesitant to commit to remodeling 
your home with a lot of pink, one can always 
add “pink elements in small ways, including 
fresh flowers and tableware.” We’re leaving 
millennial pink and rose gold behind, stepping 
into a resurgence of muted pink interiors that 
pair well with mid-century interiors. Pink 
trim, wallpapers, and splashes of pink decor 
invite a playful and sweet aura to a room. 

Floracracy Trend Tip: Light Pink 
Arrangements as Decor

Flowers are a fantastic way to add a soft natural
pink hue, especially if you’re not ready to 
marry the color in the form of furniture or 
paint. Some of our favorite shades of soft pinks 
include peonies, zinnias, and ranunculus for a 
more garden feel. Larkspur is a beautiful tall 
flower that comes in the softest shade of pink. 
Blush hues of roses, particularly garden roses, 
can leave you breathless. Adding in touches 
of cool-toned foliage into the mix, such as 
astrantia, silver dollar eucalyptus, and pink or 
white hypernicum berries, can also subdue the 
pink a little. Go Rustic or Garden for a more 
classic play or play up the monochromatic 
with a Minimalist or Bohemian design. 
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Want to change up your traditional holiday decor?

Do so by accessorizing with pink flowers to soften traditional holiday 
colors for a playful and fresh look.

For an even bolder color pallete, experiment with warm pinks and reds 
to create a harmonious design branded by the Garden style. This look 
features hellebores and roses, which are exquisite winter florals. 

 

M
inim

alistBo
he

m
ia

n 

Copyright 2020 © Floracracy, Inc.



7

 

Classic Blue

Much like the calming effects of pink interiors, shades of blue offer a tranquility with its simple yet 
elegant look. According to a worldwide survey, the world’s favorite color is blue, so it only seems 
fair that Classic Blue was chosen as the Color of the Year 2020. Picked for its relaxing quality, the 
shade offers calm, confidence, and connection as we shift into a new era. According to Leatrice 
Eiseman, Executive Director of the Pantone Institute, Classic Blue is a “solid and dependable blue 
hue we can always rely on.” This particular shade of blue offers quite the striking contrast to the 
neutrals we have seen grow in popularity in recent years. 

Rustic
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Floracracy Trend Tip: Add Blue 
Arrangements 

Blue and flowers have a complicated history, 
largely circling around the centuries old 
effort to create a true blue rose. Despite the 
thousands of hybrids in almost every other 
color, this remains elusive. 

The human failure to achieve a blue rose 
makes flowers that are blue seem all that 
more incredible, and that much more 
impactful in your home. Easy to source 
naturally blue flowers are hydrangea,  
hyacinths, and delphiniums. Tulips are 
often died stunning shades of blue, and 
are a welcome statement in many homes. 

We suggest using deep violets alongside baby 
blue flowers since naturally blue plants are 
rare in the natural world. 

WHIMSICAL
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For the holidays...

Blue is a great holiday color, 
as it means strength. It is 
also beneficial to the mind 
and body. Consider using 
white flowers to mute blue 
arrangements. Some of our 
favorite holiday florals that 
we suggest including in your 
decor this season are roses, 
orchids, lilies, tulips, and 
carnations. 



Antique 
&

 Contemporary8
Tying vintage pieces into contemporary spaces 
receives a spotlight in 2020. The Countryside 
Chic look blends farmhouse rustic with the 
sophisticated. According to Rebecca Breslin 
from Wayfair Professional, “This trend is all 
about mixing patterns, antique with new decor 
as well as paying homage to the countryside with 
botanicals and muted primary tones.” Antique 
furniture and decor adds a sense of nostalgia and 
character to what would otherwise be a sterile 
space. And it’s exciting to give a timeless piece 
a new home.  

Floracracy Trend Tip: Choose Vintage 
Floral Favorites 

We suggest including tropical with some Victorian 
favorites into your arrangement like mixing calla 
lilies or orchids with roses. This blend, available 
in our Minimalist, Bohemian, and Old World 
designs, creates within the piece a mix that is 
both contemporary and hinted with classic feels 
and antique nostalgia. Alternatively, play across 
our design compass. Pair an Old World with a 
modern room or a Minimalist look with a room 
that has more antiques. Our Rustic look also 
brings in hints of the past which soften the lines 
of a modern interior. 

OLD WORLD
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Floracracy Holiday Take 

Our favorite unique flowers that spice up timeless 
spaces include delphinium and calla lilies for 
height and butterfly ranunculus for texture.  

We recommend balancing traditional interiors 
and decor with a modern Minimalist or eclectic 
Bohemian style. 



Floracracy is a female-founded online flower company with the vision of using 
florals as a way of personal expression. Their mission is to offer the world’s most 
meaningful flowers, delivering the first software ever that allows individuals to 
create a personalized arrangement that’s designed in a unique style and with a 
message written into it using ancient floral symbolism. They deliver across the 
lower 48 states in cooled boxes with a 100% happiness guarantee. 

The company was incubated in Chicago (WiSTEM * 1871 * Macy’s National Flower 
Show * Chicago Innovation), and is soft launching in open beta in July 2020 in 
Chicago, IL (with national shipping). It will formally launch in September, 2020. 
For more information, please visit floracracy.com or email info@floracracy.com. 

About Floracracy 
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Chicago Incubated.
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Design a personalized 
arrangement to tell the story of 

your home here: 
https://floracracy.com/.

Copyright 2020 © Floracracy, Inc.


