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Things to Know

Hamburger Fold-Fold horizontally Hotdog Fold-Fold vertically

Dotted Lines-These are the cutting lines.

Accordion Fold-This fold is like making a paper fan. Fold on the first line so that title is on top. 
Turn over and fold on next line so that title is on top again. Turn over again and fold again on the 
next line so that title is on top. Continue until all folds are done. 

Cover Labels-Most of the booklets that are folded look nicer with a label on top instead of just a 
blank space. They will be referred to as “cover label.”

Folder 1
This placement key tells you the template goes in the first folder at the top 
of the left flap.

How do I know where to place each template in the folder?

Folding a Lapbook Base

Gather the number of folders required for the 
project. Fold them flat as seen here. 

Original fold line

For each folder, fold the left and right sides 
inward toward the original line to create two 
flaps. Crease so that the highest part of each 
flap is touching the original line. It is important 
not to let the two flaps overlap. You may want to 
take a ruler and run it down each crease to 
make it sharper.

Highest part of flap.
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Newspaper

Cooking

Reason

President 
Roosevelt

The New Deal

Coolest 
Thing I 

Learned
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Complete the Scene
Cut on dotted line. Glue to the front of your folder. Using the internet or books, find a picture 

from this time in history. Glue to the front of your lapbook.
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The Great Depression

During the era known as The Great Depression, the average man earned $2.50 a day.

It was very common for the mother to go without dinner so that her husband 
and children would have food.

During this time, the board game Monopoly was the most popular game to 
play. Many said that they enjoyed “dreaming of becoming rich.”

In October of 1929, the stock market in the United States dropped 
rapidly. The drop began an exceptionally low decade in history called The 
Great Depression. People lost large amounts of money and most lost 
everything they had. For countless people, life was a daily struggle. Banks, 
stores, and factories closed and left millions of Americans jobless, homeless, 
and penniless. 

The Depression was extremely difficult on children. Millions of children 
between the ages of 10 -18 had to quit school to work in factories or on the 
family farm. Many people came to depend on the government to provide 
them with food. Soup kitchens opened around the country. People stood in 
long lines to receive one hot meal a day. Powdered milk, dried beans, and 
potatoes were the main staples of a meal for a family. Men were often seen 
fighting over barrels of garbage to collect food scraps for their families. 

The depression left many people feeling defeated. President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt took the initiative to help. His goal was to restore faith and 
confidence as quickly as possible. First, he closed banks for four days, which 
stopped a “run” on the banks, which happens when people rush to take their 
money out of the bank in fear of losing it. Within seven days, most banks had 
reopened, money was circulating again, and things started looking better. 
Finally, by mid-1938, the economy started back on an upward swing.

Click on this link to read more about the Depression.

http://www.kidskonnect.com/subjectindex/16-educational/history/267-great-
depression.html

http://www.freewebs.com/brettmeyer/
monopoly%20board.jpg
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Folder 1

Cut out the booklet. Hotdog fold in the middle. Glue 
into the lapbook.
Directions: Inside of the booklet, write the answer to 
the question.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal

Franklin D. Roosevelt was born in 1882 at Hyde Park, New York. He 
graduated from Harvard University and Columbia Law School. He was married 
to Eleanor Roosevelt and they had 6 children. At the age of 39, Roosevelt was 
stricken with polio. He fought long and hard to regain the use of his legs, 
particularly through swimming. He was the fifth cousin of President Theodore 
Roosevelt, 26th president of the United States. 

In 1910, he won the New York Senate seat. In 1920, he was appointed 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy and was the Democratic nominee for Vice 
President. Franklin D. Roosevelt became the 32th President of the United 
States in November 1932, in the middle of the Great Depression. Roosevelt 
started a program called The New Deal. It was to provide relief to the suffering, 
revive agriculture and businesses and, in general, correct the problems that 
started the depression. He was elected for four terms in office, but died early in 
the 4th term. He is credited with helping the American people to regain 
confidence in themselves during a very difficult time in history. Here are some 
websites that offer more info on The New Deal.

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/new_deal.htm
http://encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/ne/New_Deal
http://memory.loc.gov/wpaintro/intro01.html
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Cut out each piece. Stack on top of each other. Fasten with 
a brad or staple. Glue into the lapbook.
Directions: On the booklet, write what you have learned.

Folder 1

Explain the New Deal
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Folder 1

November 5, 1929

Daily Life Housing

Food Lines Job Wanted:

The Stock Market

For Sale:

Cut out the booklet. Glue into lapbook. 
Directions: Write a newsletter of what is going on in America 
during this time.
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