
 
 
 
 
 

Some Needle Know How...  
 
Working to finish your latest quilt is an exciting time.  After all that work and planning and cutting and piecing 
now is the time that it is important to make sure you are using the right needles both hand and machine so that 
you can be confident that you have used absolutely the best techniques to produce a great quilt.  After all that, 
it is a good thing to remember that quilting isn't always just pushing a needle through three layers of fabric to 
hold it together.    
 
Why settle for a needle that will only produce big ugly holes, or cause your thread to break too many frustrating 
times, when using the right needle for the right job can make all the difference in the world?  Adding texture 
and finesse to our pieced squares can be a completely thrilling time when using the right needle to do so.  
 
The only myth you need to de-bunk for yourself is that you have to use the same kind of needle that came with 
your machine.  Most machines, it must be said, are shipped with a "universal" needle to make it quicker and 
easier to pack up the machines as they are produced in the "sewing machine factory" whichever that one is.  
 
Many needles can and have been used for more than one kind of project, and I have found myself, that some 
needles work better with my machine than other needles do.  
 
Don't let this put you off, it is simply something to keep in mind.  After all, you have bought a very nice machine 
and if you compare the cost of your machine and the expense of a different needle set to ease your quilting, it's 
is worth trying.  
 
Microtex needles have very sharp points that make these one of the most recommended needles.  The slender 
shaft is especially great for quilting cottons, batiks and some fleeces.  
 
Quilting needles have a rather fine point that is tapered when designed so that it will stitch easily through 
multiple layers of cotton and batting.  This is also generally suggested for piecing your quilt and also for quilting.  
 
Top Stitch needles have a bigger shaft. This bigger shaft helps to reduce the needles' flexing as it goes through 
heavier fabrics.  The eye of this needles is larger and rectangular which helps the movement of heavier threads 
when sewing.  
 
Embroidery needles again, have a fine sharp point with a larger eye.  The deeper scarf on these needles help 
the loop formation on fine threads.  The needle was designed to allow stitches to be sewn closely together 
without causing the threads next to them to be damaged.    
 
Metallic needles have a fine sharp point but an elongated eye and a larger scarf than most needles.  A deeper 
groove in these needles is designed to protect some of the fragile metallic threads used when quilting.  It should 
be remembered that the needles need to be changed often as a groove may be formed in the needle itself from 
the constantly rubbing of some metallic threads. 
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