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Museum Mondays: Stories near the Mountain 
 

June 13, 2022 
 
 

 
 
Book: Shaped By Her Hands Potter Maria Martinez 
By Anna Harber Freeman & Barbara Gonzales / Illustrated by Aphelandra 
 
Guest: Barbara Gonzales, co-author of this book and Maria’s great granddaughter. This will be a “picture 
tell” reading of the story for the preschool age group. 
 
Museum Activity: explore Star York Maria sculpture and Maria gallery 
 
Art Activity: Playing with clay. Sensory activities (mixing, rolling coils) 
Supplies:  play-doh and clay, puki bowls, clay and water to mix, samples of pot sherds, pottery coloring 
page (sensory alternative) 
 
Snack Activity: Barbara Gonzales family horno bread; spreading butter on bread (hummus as a non-
dairy option) 
Supplies: bread, small plates, craft sticks, softened butter, hummus, water, cups 
 
Supports the following Essential Indicators within the Domains of New Mexico Early Learning 
Guidelines: Preschool to Kindergarten: 
 
Domain 1: Physical Development, Health, and Well-being 
 
Outcome 1: The child uses gross motor control independently, including balance, spatial awareness, and 
stability. (Whole body movements playing with clay such as standing, pushing, pressing, stirring) 
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Outcome 2: The child independently uses fine motor skills. (Rolling and pinching clay, spreading butter or 
hummus on bread) 
 
Domain 2: Literacy 
 
Outcome 7: The child engages in activities that promote the acquisition of foundational reading skills. 
(Active engagement w/ story) 
 
Domain 3: Mathematics 
 
Outcome 10: The child demonstrates understanding of geometrical and spatial concepts. (Notice patterns 
and shapes in the gallery, roll clay into a ball) 
 
Domain 4: Aesthetic Creativity 
 
Outcome 13: The child demonstrates appreciation for the arts (movement, music, visual, and dramatic). 
(Visual art of the pottery gallery, creating art with clay, coloring) 
 
Domain 5: Scientific Conceptual Understanding 
 
Outcome 14: The child uses the scientific method to investigate the physical and natural worlds and to 
hypothesize and make predictions. (Adult asks: “What happens when you mix water and clay?” “Do you 
think it will change color?” “How do you think clay gets hard like a pot?”) 
  
Domain 6: Self, Family, and Community 
 
Outcome 18: The child demonstrates self- control. (Opportunity to practice transitions between spaces 
(outside and museum galleries), and between activities (reading, clay activity, snack) 
 
Outcome 19: The child demonstrates personal responsibility. (Opportunity to care for a book, help clean 
up after activities) 
 
Outcome 20: The child works cooperatively with other children and adults. (Opportunity for peer 
interactions, museum staff, and UNM Early Childhood intern, Barbara Gonzales and family) 
 
Outcome 21: The child develops relationships of mutual trust and respect with others. (Opportunity for 
peer interactions, museum staff, and UNM Early Childhood intern, Barbara Gonzales and family) 
 
Domain 7: Approaches to Learning 
 
Outcome 25:  The child exhibits imagination and creativity. (Opportunity for role playing during story to 
express feelings such as wonder (the child Maria looks all around at the pueblo) and frustration or 
sadness (the child Maria finds cracked and broken pottery) 
 
 
 
Program supported through a grant from the LANL Foundation. 
Free Books for Children made possible by community member Martha Tallant-Sogol. 
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