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The Pastel Society of New Mexico (PSNM) pres-
ents their celebrated National Pastel Painting 

Exhibition, returning for the 30th edition, and its second 
year at the Millicent Rogers Museum in El Prado, New 
Mexico. Through September 21, visitors will be privy 
to 66 pastel works by highly talented artists from New 
Mexico and elsewhere in country, as well as approxi-
mately 45 additional pieces by international artists that 
will be displayed on a digital platform as part of the 
“hybrid” program.

“The hybrid format did emerge from the New Mexico 
Pastel Society’s response to Covid, but the hybridity 
of it really functions as a vehicle to showcase work 
by international artists and artists outside of the 
Southwest region,” says Dr. Michelle Lanteri, curator 
of collections and exhibitions at Millicent Rogers 

Museum. “We’re looking forward to bringing together 
all these artists who are pursuing this medium in such 
excellence and innovation.”

Pastel Society show chair, Nicholas Tesluk, shares 
that the mission of the exhibition is to “promote the 
pastel medium and also help the arts community of 
New Mexico.” Tesluk also notes that the exhibition will 
include a variety of genres—landscapes, portraits and 
still life—presented in many diverse styles by both new 
and returning artists.

Examples of such fi ne pastel paintings in the exhibi-
tion include landscape pieces like Echo, by Santa Fe 
artist Paul Murray. The piece depicts a late day scene 
on Lake Powell in northern Arizona. Murray is inspired 
by the Southwest’s warm, luminous light. About the 
painting he says, “There is a crease in the stone escarp-
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30TH NATIONAL PASTEL 
PAINTING EXHIBITION
When: Through September 21, 2022
Where: Millicent Rogers Museum, 
1504 Millicent Rogers Road, El Prado, NM 87529
Information: www.pastelsnm.org

Promoting Pastels
The National Pastel Painting Exhibition returns to showcase brilliant 
pastel works by New Mexico artists and beyond.

SHOW PREVIEW

1
Sarah Blumenschein, 
Sun! owers on My Rock 
Wall, pastel, 20 x 16"

2
Marilyn Drake, He Saw 
the Sea, pastel, 16 x 12"

3
Paul Murray, Echo, 
pastel, 14 x 20"

4
Katherine Irish, Eternal 
Evening, pastel, 16 x 20"
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