
Millicent Rogers Museum Gallery 1 ICON: AMERICAN STYLE 

With New Mexico Language Arts Standards Based Writing Prompts K-12 

What is an icon and what is American Style? These are questions students might ask themselves, and the Millicent 

Rogers Museum begins the expedition into cultural iconography with an introduction to its namesake. In a sense, every 

item curated into a museum setting can be considered an icon; a representation of an era, a people, an art, a 

movement, a place…and the list goes on.  

Born in New York, Mary Millicent Abigail Rogers (1902-1953) came to Taos, New Mexico in 1947. The granddaughter of 

Henry Huttleston Rogers was already an established fashion icon and socialite, as well as a collector of fine art. Prior to 

her arrival in New Mexico, Millicent played an active role in the Medical and Surgical Relief Committee of WWII. She 

assisted with getting supplies out and designed a pin for the committee which was patented. Millicent was no stranger 

to getting the job done!  

But who was she? In what other realms was Millicent Rogers iconic? 

Millicent Rogers was a woman of style and determination, free-spirited and open hearted, strong willed and persistent. 

Suddenly the freedom of the west and the camaraderie of fellow artists opened Millicent’s eyes to the unique landscape 

and rich cultural heritage of Northern New Mexico. This new perspective allowed her engage more deeply in creative 

endeavors, whether dying wool, designing jewelry or appreciating the view of a mountain.  This is shown in the many 

drawings and notes executed by her hand and housed in the museum’s collection.  

 (* Please note the photos are property of the museum and for personal/educational use only and are not to be copied 

or reproduced.) 

     

Surgical and Medical Relief  Designs by Millicent Velvet Skirt and Blouse, Moccasins 

Committee Display      Some of Millicent’s designs/drawings 

 

Vocabulary 

Icon: person or object that symbolizes a larger concept 

Curate: collect, select, and present using expert knowledge  

Era: time period framed by distinct characteristic     

Persistent: to keep trying 

Camaraderie: trust and friendship 

 

 



Writing Prompts Based on NM Common Core State Standards: Foundational Skills/Writing 

Standards for Grades K-12 

K—Make an uppercase and a lowercase “M”. Tell about what you see in the photos. These are some of Millicent’s 

important things. Gather up some of your important things. Make a display. Tell about it.  (Identify) 

1—Write a sentence about your display of important things. (Describe) 

2—Write three sentences telling why these things are important to you. (Explain) 

3—Rewrite and expand your sentences with descriptive words. (Expand) 

4—Research your display. Find out or remember where things came from. Write or type 1 page telling details about 

your display. This is how you interpret your objects. (Research) 

5—Expand your essay. Why did you choose those particular objects? How do they represent a time period of your life, 

an event, or a feeling? Add details. Read your essay out loud. Email your essay to a friend, a relative, or the museum. 

Include a photo of your important object display! (Publication) 

6-12—Range of Writing: Research and write for 30 minutes a day about groups of objects that you create or view online 

or in books. “Curate” the objects you are grouping. Interpret them. Tell their stories. At the end of a week, gather your 

research and write a mini-museum guide. Write an introduction to your museum. Include drawings or diagrams.  

Share your writing with the museum! karen@millicentrogers.org  

Take a quiz at www.quizlet.com search for millicent1902 and choose MRM Gallery1 2020. Sign up is free and you will 

find vocabulary, games, and a quiz! Have Fun! 
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