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New Mexico Social Studies Standards 2009 
 
Note: On February 10, 2022, New Mexico adopted new social studies standards that will be 
implemented in 2023/24. The updated standards lead the way to culturally and linguistically 
responsive classroom practices and curriculum, as well as provide updates for historical events 
and accuracy since the last revision. For more information on the new social studies 
standards, visit the NMPED website.  
  
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/NM-Standards-508.pdf 
 
Strand: History – Social Studies Standards, Grades 9-12 
Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to 
analyze significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in New 
Mexico, United States and world history in order to understand the complexity of the 
human experience. 
 
9-12 Benchmark I-A – New Mexico: Analyze how people and events have influenced the 
development of New Mexico since statehood. 
  
9-12 Benchmark I-B – United States: Analyze and evaluate major eras, events and individuals 
in United States history since the civil war and reconstruction. 
  
9-12 Benchmark I-C – World: Analyze and interpret the major eras and important turning 
points from the age of enlightenment to the present, to develop an understanding of the 
complexity of the human experience. 
  
9-12 Benchmark I-D – Skills: Use critical thinking skills to understand and communicate 
perspectives of individuals, groups and societies from multiple contexts. 
 
Strand: Geography 
Content Standard II: Students understand how physical, natural, and cultural processes 
influence where people live, the ways in which people live, and how societies interact with 
one another and their environments. 
 
9-12 Benchmark II-A: Analyze and evaluate the characteristics and purposes of geographic 
tools, knowledge, skills and perspectives and apply them to explain the past, present and future 
in terms of patterns, events, and issues. 
 
9-12 Benchmark II-B: Analyze natural and man-made characteristics of worldwide locales; 
describe regions, their interrelationships and patterns of change. 
 
9-12 Benchmark II-C: Analyze the impact of people, places and natural environments upon the 
past and present in terms of our ability to plan for the future. 
  
9-12 Benchmark II-D: Analyze how physical processes shape the Earth’s surface patterns and 
biosystems. 

https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/NM-Standards-508.pdf
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9-12 Benchmark II-E: Analyze and evaluate how economic, political, cultural and social 
processes interact to shape patterns of human populations and their interdependence, cooperation 
and conflict. 
  
9-12 Benchmark II-F: Analyze and evaluate the effects of human and natural interactions in 
terms of changes in meaning, use, distribution and importance of resources in order to predict 
our global capacity to support human activity. 
 
Strand: Civics and Government 
Content Standard III: Students understand the ideals, rights, and responsibilities of 
citizenship and understand the content and history of the founding documents of the 
United States with particular emphasis on the United States and New Mexico constitutions 
and how governments function at local, state, tribal and national levels. 
 
9-12 Benchmark III-A: Compare and analyze the structure, power and purpose of government 
at the local, state, tribal and national levels as set forth in their respective constitutions or 
governance documents. 
  
9-12 Benchmark III-B: Analyze how the symbols, icons, songs, traditions and leaders of New 
Mexico and the United States exemplify ideals and provide continuity and a sense of unity. 
  
9-12 Benchmark III-C:  Compare and contrast the philosophical foundations of the United 
States’ political system in terms of the purpose of government, including its historical sources 
and ideals, with those of other governments in the world. 
  
9-12 Benchmark III-D: Understand how to exercise rights and responsibilities as citizens by 
participating in civic life and using skills that include interacting, monitoring and influencing. 
  
Strand: Economics 
Content Standard IV: Students understand basic economic principles and use economic 
reasoning skills to analyze the impact of economic systems (including the market economy) 
on individuals, families, businesses, communities, and governments. 
  
9-12 Benchmark IV-A: Analyze the ways individuals, households, businesses, governments and 
societies make decisions, are influenced by incentives ( economic and intrinsic) and the 
availability and use of scarce resources, and that their choices involve costs and varying ways of 
allocating. 
  
9-12 Benchmark IV-B: Analyze and evaluate how economic systems impact the way 
individuals, households, businesses, governments and societies make decisions about resources 
and the production and distribution of goods and services. 
  
9-12 Benchmark IV-C: Analyze and evaluate the patterns and results of trade, exchange and 
interdependence between the United States and the world since 1900. 
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Title of Unit 
Leaving Home 
 
Strands 
History, Geography, Economics 
 
Grades 
9-12 
 
Purpose 
To build and expand the Manito Migration narrative as an integral voice in New Mexico’s 
history and enable the student to explore, compare, contrast, and analyze how these histories 
inform familial, community, state, national and world narratives. 
 
Key Ideas/Essential Questions 
 

1. Explain how the Manito Migration fits into the framework of knowledge and skills within 
which to understand the complexity of the human experience. 

2. What role did the Manito Migration contribute to the changing demographics of 
traditional communities both in New Mexico and nationally? 

3. What geographic, economic, and cultural factors impacted Manito Migration during the 
Industrial Revolution? 

4. How do the oral histories of Manito families contribute to 20th century historical analysis 
of social, political, geographic and economic issues and how can this be applied to 
understand current issues? 

5. What role do the aspen trees play in the Manito Migration narrative?  
6. How did Manito Migration patterns interact with the physical processes of the earth’s 

biosphere?  
7. What social, cultural, political and economic challenges did Manito families face? 
8. How is the Manito experience an example of interdependence and cooperation? 
9. What are the major features of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? How is this treaty 

important in the stories of Manito families? How did this treaty impact resources? 
10. How do governments make decisions? How do people make decisions? How are they 

influenced? 
11. What migration patterns might we see in the future? 
12. How can understanding the Manito Migration impact policy and decision making in the 

future? 
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Activities 
 

1. Students create a family tree. Utilize this as an opportunity to discuss what makes a 
family, and the variety of inclusive definitions of family that exist within societies. 
Differentiation: provide a family tree template; support the understanding of nuances 
of complex experiences that may impact student engagement, and allow for empathy 
building and shared experiences. Include the option for students to make up a fictional 
family. Provide art materials for students to create a mixed media family tree. 
Extension: conduct family research or integrate personal knowledge, photos and family 
memorabilia to create a written narrative and display about your family tree.  

2. Students listen to the oral histories of Manito families on the website listed in the 
resources. Students then Choose/define an era within their family and create an oral 
history project. As a group, students can develop interview questions both general and 
specific to their family experiences .Differentiation: Look up the word era and identify a 
variety of eras. Students have the option of making a personal timeline. Share or display 
personal timelines with the class. Extensions: In small groups, edit oral histories to 
create a video project to share with the class. Students make a chart to analyze the 
social, economic, cultural and political intersections that surface through the individual 
stories of the Following the Manito Trail families. 

3. Students make a map of a mining town or a beet sugar town. What are the cultural, 
social, economic, and political narratives that are present in the physical structure of the 
town? Differentiation: Use teacher created task cards to chunk and guide the process. 
Group students and use Think, Pair, Share strategy. Provide a map template. Extension: 
How does the geography of the town impact the cultural, economic, and political 
experiences of families who live there? Have a student panel discussion to explore these 
questions. Make a poster.  

4. Research the impact of white sugar during the Industrial Revolution /Second Industrial 
Revolution in the United States and Europe. Provide an analysis of the impact on the 
Manito Migration. Differentiation: Provide task cards for research. Provide a list of 
websites. Identify the time periods of the Industrial Revolution/Second Industrial 
Revolution. Allow students to work in pairs/groups. Extension: Expand the project to 
include other areas of industry and or the coming of the railroad.  

5. Research population data and public records. Analyze patterns of work and income, age, 
families, identity, culture, education, and income. Use the analysis to develop a position 
on future migrations of people. Differentiation: Provide screenshots of data reports to 
analyze in small groups. Extension: students create a variety of representations of the 
data, such as bar graphs, pie graphs, and line graphs. 
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RESOURCES: 
 
Following the Manito Trail: families’ oral histories: 
https://www.manitotrail.com/ 
 
 
US census information, resources, and data tools: 
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/topics/data-tools.html 
 
https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html 
 
 
USGS Topo maps and wayfinding activities: 
https://www.usgs.gov/educational-resources/map-mysteries-0 
 
 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (National Archives DocsTeach online tool): 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/guadalupe-hidalgo-original 
 
 
Printable Attachments: 
 
Family Tree Template 
Map of the United States 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: sample page 
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: last page w/ seals 
 
 
 
  

https://www.manitotrail.com/
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/topics/data-tools.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy.html
https://www.usgs.gov/educational-resources/map-mysteries-0
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/guadalupe-hidalgo-original
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Following the Manito Trail Team 
 
Levi Romero, Co-Director, Following the Manito Trail project; Associate Professor, 
Chicana and Chicano Studies, University of New Mexico 
 
Dr. Vanessa Fonseca-Chávez, Co-Director, Following the Manito Trail project; 
Associate Professor, English; Associate Dean of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, 
Arizona State University 
 
Dr. Patricia Perea, Research Scholar, Following the Manito Trail project; Director, 
Manitos Community Memory Project, Instructor, Chicana and Chicano Studies, 
University of New Mexico 
 
Dr. Trisha Venisa-Alicia Martinez, Research Scholar, Following the Manito Trail project; 
Migrations Manager, Manitos Community Memory Project; Post-Doctoral Fellow, 
University of New Mexico-Taos and Southwest Hispanic Research Institute 
 
Jesús Villa, Graduate Research Scholar, Following the Manito Trail project; Ph.D. 
Student, School of Transborder Studies, Arizona State University  
 
Dr. Michelle Lanteri, Exhibition Director, Following the Manito Trail project; Curator of 
Collections & Exhibitions, Millicent Rogers Museum 
 
Karen Chertok, Community & K-12 Programs Director, Following the Manito Trail 
exhibition; Director of Education, Millicent Rogers Museum 
 
Lily Padilla, Media Arts Intern, Following the Manito Trail & Manitos Community Memory 
Project; Media Arts graduate student, New Mexico Highlands University 
 
Natasha Vasquez, Media Arts Intern, Following the Manito Trail & Manitos Community 
Memory Project; graduate of the BFA Media Arts program (Multimedia & Interactivity), 
New Mexico Highlands University   
 
Trevonte “Tre” McClain, Graduate Intern, Following the Manito Trail project; Master of 
Science student, Graphic Information Technology (Internet and Web Development), 
Arizona State University 
 
Vanessa Reynaga, Graduate Intern, Following the Manito Trail project; Master of 
Science student, Graphic Information Technology (Video and Educational Technology), 
Arizona State University 
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