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People often wear bolo ties around Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. But what is 
the story of these, and what can we learn about them at Millicent Rogers 
Museum? There are beautiful traditional Native crafted pieces in the Millicent 
Gallery. The shop sells many different bolos, both traditional styles and modern 
crafts by Native, Anglo, and Hispanic artisans. How and when did this style of 
neckwear begin? Most historians describe this neckwear as the clasps and slides 
men used to hold their neck bandanas.  

Many years ago, Native horsemen made slides with a backbone piece, called a 
vertebra, from sheep. These have a hole in the center where the spinal cord runs. 
Then someone carved the side bone points to look like the head of a longhorn 
steer, making them popular with cowboys. The Museum shop has a bolo like that. 
Slide rings were also made from various kinds of metal like copper and silver.  

An artist in Arizona named Victor Emmanuel Cedarstaff is credited with making 
the first tie with leather cords in the 1940s. He was first to use the name “bolo” 
which came from the weights on leather ropes that vaqueros used in South 
America to catch cows. In 1947, Hopi artist Willie Coin made a beautiful piece that 
was worn by the director of a museum in Arizona, adding to the recognition of 
bolos. Movie and TV cowboys like Roy Rogers and Hopalong Cassidy wore bolos in 
the 1950s, making them popular with kids and tourists. Nowadays, there are a 
great many interesting shapes with silver, turquoise, and other nice stones. 

Here is one called “Chaco Window”, made in 2019 by a Taos artist, containing 
turquoise and fossil walrus bone. 

 



 

  



Grade 9-12 New Mexico Social Studies Standard: 

STRAND: History 

Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in 
order to analyze significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and 
turning points in New Mexico, United States, and world history in order to 
understand the complexity of the human experience. 

9-12 Benchmark1-A: New Mexico: analyze how people and events of New Mexico 
have influenced United States and world history since statehood. 

Performance Standard 4: Analyze the impact of the arts, sciences and technology 
of New Mexico since World War II (e.g., artists, cultural artifacts…) 

 

Essential Questions: 

How do Math and Science concepts relate to the artistry of Bolo Ties? 

How might you design or make a bolo tie? Draw a diagram of your design. 

Standard Bolo Tie cords are 38 inches long. Why do you think this is? 

Why do you suppose the artist named the tie pictured “Chaco Window” and how 
is this unique to New Mexico? 

Could you invent a better bolo? How? 

What technology is involved in designing, creating, and wearing bolo ties? 

 

Vocabulary: 

Artisan 

Vaquero 

Bolo 

Vertebra 

 


