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Experience & Achievements
Nov 2021 - Design for The Tommy Tiernan show

I was invited to designed and create the Season 6 
stage lights for the Tommy Tiernan Show on RTÉ. 

2021 - GSOI Keep well Glass Quilt 

As a board member of the GSOI I helped plan 
and organise this project. I ran online and 
technical support for members, I created 
practical demos and managed the website page 
for the project. I arranged the transport 
logistics for the quilt on its travel to 
NMI Mayo. I also attended the launches and 
exhibition of the quilt in Venice Glass Week, 
at Dublin Castle, Áras an Uachtaráin and NMI 
Mayo to date.

Jan 2021

Made Vice Chair of Glass Society of Ireland

Having spent many years on the board of the GSOI 
running social media and then the website, I 
was asked by the Chair Roisin de Buitlear to 
be her Vice Chair. This has given me a lot of 
confidence and opened up many opportunities 
for me to be a leader in our community.

Oct 2020

Irish Made Awards - Home category. 

These awards are run by Irish Country  
Magazine and are voted on by the public. 
After a successful social media campaign  
I was awarded runner-up in my category.

Nov 2018 – Jan 2021

Joined the Glass Society as a Board member 

My first role in the GSOI was Social media rep. 
The GSOI didnt have an active presence online 
so I put together some strategies and grew 
the social media platforms. I then moved to 
the role of  Website Rep and with some funding 
from the DCCI i worked with a website developer 
to give the whole website a revamp, create a 
membership area behind a paywall and automate 
the membership subscriptions. 

March 2017

ARTzheimers group exhibition

I created a Stained glass panel Of an eye for 
this exhibition to raise awareness around 
Alzhimers. In this piece the light behind the 
large eye flickers on and off in an incoherent 
manner, illuminating memories vivid and in 
focus before suddenly shutting off, breaking 
that link to their memories.

I am one of the New Generation 
of Glass Artist working 
predominantly in
Stained Glass, fusing and
flameworking. 

I produce a range of bespoke 
jewellery, innovative 
giftware and lighting.

I am interested in 
introducing a new tribe of 
people to glass work and to 
that end I run short classes 
for local communities and 
individuals so they can  
experience and develop
their own personal projects 
using stained glass 
techniques.

My studio is based in Block T, 
an artist collective in
Dublin 8.

My skills include: 
Teaching, advocacy, 
Copper foil Stained glass, 
Flameworking, Fusing & 
casting, Cold Working, Mold 
Making, Mixed Media, social 
media and web work. 

Alison Byrne
T: 085 8223932
E: hello@wildbirdstudio.com



Jan 2016

Founded WildBird Studio

I returned to Ireland after 10 years of 
travelling and learning to set up my own glass 
studio. Beginning in my shed I started making 
Stained Glass pieces to sell at markets, after 
a year i moved to Block T, expanded my range 
and got my first stockist. I have since grown 
the studio to include teaching, Fusing and 
Flameworking. I have had lost of press coverage 
in various online and print media including: 
The Irish Times, The Irish Independent, House 
and Home mag, The Gloss and Irish Country 
Magazine.  

Feb 2010 - Jun 2011

Assistant glassblower, Liquid Glass - UK

As an assistant Glassblower I would mainly 
support the gaffer by bringing hot bits, 
turning the blow pipes, prepping colour etc. 
but i would often make some of the production 
pieces. I was also in charge of loading kilns, 
emptying and loading the furnace, turning the 
furnace on, teaching beginner workshops in 
glassblowing, fusing and flameworking. 

2000-2005

Assistant to Angelika De Barra - Stained Glass 

Artist

Angelika took me on as an assistant when I 
was 16. She trained me in the copper foil 
technique of stained glass and this is where  
my career began. I worked with Angelika for  
5 years helping her to create her products  
and commissions.  

March 2017 - ARTzheimers group exhibition 

Jan 2010 – Solo exhibition in Lucan Library

Jun 2009 – New Designers London

May 2009 – Degree Show Wolverhampton

Nov 2009 – Group Exhibition, Edenderry

Exhibitions

2018

Barefoot Yoga

200hr Yoga teacher 
training

2016 

Back to Work Enterprise 

Allowance

Through the Social Welfare 
I signed up for the BTWEA 
scheme to get the help 
and guidance to set up my 
studio successfully. 

2015

Ballyfermot FAS centre - 

Start Your Own Business

Knowing I wanted to set up 
my own studio I began by 
attending a SYOB course to 
get a foundation in how to 
properly run a business.

2009-2010

The Bournemouth and Poole 

College, UK -  Hot Glass 

Techniques - Distinction

A one year BETC diploma 
where I trained with Rob 
Marshall to further my 
glassblowing skills.

2005-2008

University of 

Wolverhampton, UK - 

BA(Hons) Glass - 2.1

I studied glassblowing, 
fusing, slumping, hot 
& cold casting and cold 
working glass with Stuart 
Garfoot, Elaine Sheldon, 
Simon Eccles, Jo Newman, 
Sara Squire.

2004-2005 

Ballyfermot Collage - Art, 

Graphics and Printmaking

1 year FETAC course to 
build my portfolio.

Education & 
Training


