
 

August 28, 2020 
 
To: All federal licence holders and persons authorized under a provincial or territorial Act to sell or 
distribute cannabis 
 
Subject: Cessation of transitional provisions in the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations 
(New Classes of Cannabis) 
 
On October 17, 2019, the legal sale of cannabis products belonging to the edible cannabis, cannabis 
extracts, and cannabis topicals classes was authorized under the Cannabis Act. At the same time, the 
Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations (New Classes of Cannabis) came into force to address 
the public health and public safety risks of these new classes of cannabis. The amendments to the 
Cannabis Regulations included new packaging and labelling requirements, and microbial and chemical 
contaminants limits, which took effect immediately for products belonging to these new classes.  
 
In order to enable a smooth transition and to allow licence holders to adapt their processes to comply 
with new regulatory requirements, the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations (New Classes of 
Cannabis) include several transitional provisions. For further information and background on the 
transition period, please refer to the sub-section entitled, “Transitional provisions” under the “Packaging 
and labelling” section of the Regulatory Impact Analysis Statement. 
 
This message is a reminder that certain transitional measures will cease to have effect on October 17, 
2020 and to outline Health Canada’s planned approach to the oversight related to these provisions.  
 
Approach for Cessation of the Transitional Provisions 
 
Health Canada is aware that the COVID-19 global pandemic, and the measures that governments across 
Canada have implemented to manage it, are having an impact on the normal operations of Canadian 
business, including businesses focused on the cultivation, production, distribution and sale of cannabis.  
 
As a result, Health Canada will be temporarily adjusting its approach in its administration and 
enforcement as it relates to the transitional measures in sections 73 and 75 to 80 of the Regulations 
Amending the Cannabis Regulations that will cease to have effect on October 17, 2020. Brief 
descriptions of the relevant transitional provisions and their implications for regulated parties are set 
out below. 
 
Section 73 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Removal of “cannabis oil” as a 
class of cannabis 
 
As per the Order Amending Schedules 3 and 4 to the Cannabis Act, on October 17, 2020, “cannabis oil” 
will be deleted as a class of cannabis that an authorized person may sell under Schedule 4 to the 
Cannabis Act.  
 
After this date, federal licence holders and provincially or territorially authorized distributors and 
retailers are not permitted to sell any cannabis products belonging to the “cannabis oil” class. However, 
given the operational challenges posed by COVID-19 for cannabis businesses, Health Canada will 
temporarily adjust its approach in its administration and enforcement decisions related to this 
requirement until March 31, 2021. This means that Health Canada will not take enforcement action 
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should holders of a federal processing licence, a federal licence for sale for medical purposes, or 
provincially or territorially authorized distributors and retailers continue to sell or deplete inventory up 
to March 31, 2021.  
 
Please note that this adjustment in approach by Health Canada does not prevent the Department from 
taking actions to address activities that may pose a risk to public health and safety. In addition, despite 
these unprecedented circumstances, Health Canada encourages regulated parties to continue to make 
best efforts to comply with these upcoming changes. 
 
Operational changes to federal licences 
 
For federal licence holders who are authorized for the sale of cannabis oil prior to October 17, 2020, as 
of this date, the licences and corresponding conditions on these licences will be updated by Health 
Canada to remove all references to the sale of cannabis oil the next time the licence is either amended 
or renewed.  
 
Operational changes to the Notice of New Cannabis Product (NNCP)  
 
As part of the transition, Health Canada asks that federal licence holders resubmit the information about 
their existing cannabis oil products that are being reclassified as edible cannabis, cannabis extracts, or 
cannabis topicals, in the form of a NNCP via the Cannabis Tracking and Licensing System. It is asked that 
licence holders provide the new class of cannabis for the products previously submitted to Health 
Canada (cannabis oil products) as well as a reference to the original NNCP ID number as this will permit 
Health Canada to cross-reference the new NNCP with the original submission. This will increase Health 
Canada’s efficiency in conducting product reviews and keeping its information up to date. The 
information should be sent to: hc.notice-cannabis-avis.sc@canada.ca. These new notices will not impact 
the initial 60-day timeline, meaning that the date of sale from the original NNCP will still be in effect. 
 
Moving forward, licence holders should use the new classes of cannabis when submitting a NNCP. 
NNCPs for products identified as belonging to the “cannabis oil” class will not be accepted as valid 
notices given that the 60 day notice period extends past the date on which the class of cannabis oil 
ceases to exist. 
 
Sections 75 - 80 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations 
 
A brief description of each transitional measure for sections 75 - 80 of the Regulations Amending the 
Cannabis Regulations is outlined below. While the requirements may vary depending on the regulated 
party and the specific wording of the provision, given the operational challenges posed by COVID-19 for 
cannabis businesses, Health Canada will temporarily adjust its approach in its administration and 
enforcement decisions related to the requirements until March 31, 2021, where applicable. This means 
that Health Canada will not take enforcement action should holders of a federal processing licence, a 
federal licence for sale for medical purposes, or provincially or territorially authorized distributors and 
retailers continue to sell or deplete inventory up to March 31, 2021. 
 
Please note that this adjustment in approach by Health Canada does not prevent the Department from 
taking actions to address activities that may pose a risk to public health and safety. In addition, despite 
these unprecedented circumstances, Health Canada encourages regulated parties to continue to make 
best efforts to comply with these upcoming changes.  
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Section 75 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - dried and fresh cannabis – 
microbial and chemical contaminant limits 
 
Dried cannabis and fresh cannabis that are cannabis products – or that are contained in a cannabis 
accessory that is a cannabis product – that have been produced to meet the microbial and contaminant 
limits according to subsection 94(1) of the version of the Cannabis Regulations that was in force prior to 
October 17, 2019 may no longer be sold by the holder of a licence under the Cannabis Act after October 
16, 2020. As of October 17, 2020, these products must meet the requirements of subsection 93(3) of the 
Cannabis Regulations. 
 
Section 76 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Cannabis product packaging – 
more than one immediate container 
 
After October 16, 2020, as per the Regulations, holders of a federal licence for cultivation or a licence for 
processing will no longer be permitted to sell dried cannabis, fresh cannabis, cannabis plants or cannabis 
plant seeds that are cannabis products – or that are contained in a cannabis accessory that is a cannabis 
product – with an outer container that contains more than one immediate container. 
 
Section 77 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Cannabis product labelling – 
Health Warning Messages 
 
After October 16, 2020, as per the Regulations, holders of a federal licence for cultivation or a licence for 
processing will no longer be permitted to sell dried cannabis, fresh cannabis, cannabis plants or cannabis 
plant seeds that are cannabis products – or that are contained in a cannabis accessory that is a cannabis 
product – that are labelled with Health Warning Messages set out in the document entitled Cannabis 
Health Warning Messages, as it read immediately prior to October 17, 2019. 
 
Section 78 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Cannabis product labelling –
statement on quantity of cannabis 
 
After October 16, 2020, as per the Regulations, holders of a federal licence for cultivation or a licence for 
processing will no longer be permitted to sell fresh cannabis or cannabis plant seeds that are cannabis 
products – or that are contained in a cannabis accessory that is a cannabis product – unless they are 
labelled with a dried cannabis equivalency statement in accordance with paragraph 123(1)(g) of the 
Cannabis Regulations. 
 
Section 79 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Cannabis product labelling – dried 
and fresh cannabis 
 
After October 16, 2020, as per the Regulations, holders of a federal licence for processing will no longer 
be permitted to sell dried cannabis or fresh cannabis that are cannabis products – or that are contained 
in a cannabis accessory that is a cannabis product – unless they are labelled in accordance with sections 
124, 124.1, and 125 of the Cannabis Regulations. For example, this means that the concentrations of 
delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabidiol (CBD) that are required to appear on the label of 
these cannabis products must be reported in milligrams per gram rather than as a percentage w/w. 
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Section 80 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Cannabis product labelling – size 
restrictions on a brand element that is an image 
 
After October 16, 2020, as per the Regulations, holders of a federal licence for cultivation or a licence for 
processing will no longer be permitted to sell dried cannabis, fresh cannabis, cannabis plants, or 
cannabis plant seeds that are cannabis products – or that are contained in a cannabis accessory that is a 
cannabis product – if they display a brand element that is an image which is larger than what is 
permitted by subparagraph 130(9)(d)(ii) of the Cannabis Regulations. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
The information contained in this communication only provides an overview of requirements associated 
with the Cannabis Act and Regulations. It is not intended to provide legal advice regarding the 
interpretation or application of the Cannabis Act and Regulations or any other relevant legislation. In the 
event of any discrepancy between the legislation and the content of this communication, the legislation 
shall prevail. 
 
It remains the responsibility of those engaging in activities related to cannabis, cannabis accessories and 
services related to cannabis, to understand and comply with the Cannabis Act and its regulations. Should 
any non-compliance with the Cannabis Act or Regulations be identified, Health Canada will not hesitate 
to take further compliance and enforcement action, if warranted. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Controlled Substances and Cannabis Branch by email at 
cannabis@canada.ca or toll-free at 1-866-337-7705. 
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