
Subject: Transition of cannabis oil products to new regulations 

 

September 8, 2020 

 

To: Cannabis Licensed Producers and Licensed Retail Stores 

Please be advised that Health Canada has issued written clarification for the transition of cannabis oil 
products to new regulations. Based on this clarification, the BC Liquor Distribution Branch (LDB) will be 
taking the following steps to facilitate market transition: 

 Effective October 17, 2020, the LDB will no longer accept the delivery of “cannabis oils” that 
are non-compliant with the new regulations. 
 

 Effective December 14, 2020, the LDB will put on hold any remaining non-compliant cannabis 
oil inventory in the LDB distribution center. This inventory will be returned to licensed 
producers for credit. 

Please note that licensed cannabis retail stores will be responsible for managing purchases leading up to 
the deadline and for auditing store inventories to ensure that non-complaint cannabis oil inventory is 
not sold after March 31, 2021. 

Excerpt from the communication issued by Health Canada on August 28, 2020: 

Section 73 of the Regulations Amending the Cannabis Regulations - Removal of “cannabis oil” as 
a class of cannabis  
 
As per the Order Amending Schedules 3 and 4 to the Cannabis Act, on October 17, 2020, 
“cannabis oil” will be deleted as a class of cannabis that an authorized person may sell under 
Schedule 4 to the Cannabis Act.  
 
After this date, federal licence holders and provincially or territorially authorized distributors and 
retailers are not permitted to sell any cannabis products belonging to the “cannabis oil” class. 
However, given the operational challenges posed by COVID-19 for cannabis businesses, Health 
Canada will temporarily adjust its approach in its administration and enforcement decisions 
related to this requirement until March 31, 2021. This means that Health Canada will not take 
enforcement action should holders of a federal processing licence, a federal licence for sale for 
medical purposes, or provincially or territorially authorized distributors and retailers continue to 
sell or deplete inventory up to March 31, 2021.  
 
Please note that this adjustment in approach by Health Canada does not prevent the 
Department from taking actions to address activities that may pose a risk to public health and 
safety. In addition, despite these unprecedented circumstances, Health Canada encourages 
regulated parties to continue to make best efforts to comply with these upcoming changes. 

 



 

To learn more, please see the Health Canada notice attached. For any questions related to the Health 
Canada communication, please reach out to the contacts provided in the attached document. 

We hope this facilitates a smooth transition of cannabis oil products to the new regulations. 

Regards, 

<signature> 

 

 

 

 


