
Things to Consider  
When Choosing a Circular Needle Set

A set of circular needles is a very handy thing to have, but before you invest in one it is best to consider what sort of 
knitting you generally do and your personal preferences so that you can pick the set that’s right for you.

Join Mechanism.  The two types of joins we stock are the “twist & click” used by the Addi brand and the screw-on 
mechanism used by the others (they are not interchangeable brand-to-brand).  
• The “twist & click” is fast to accomplish once you get the hang of it, and it doesn’t require any tool for tightening.  It 

creates a small step (i.e., the join isn’t perfectly smooth) that can be felt when moving from the cord to the tip of the 
needle (not an issue the other direction).  New set option has one Turbo tip and one Rocket tip.

• The screw-on tips create a very smooth join.  They require a little tool for tightening, but in my experience it isn’t 
difficult to keep one tool with the set and one in your knitting bag so they are always handy.  The hole used for 
tightening can also be used for attaching a lifeline.

Size Range.  Not all sets contain the same diameters and lengths.  Some allow you to purchase just the small half of the 
range or just the large half, so you can customize your selection based on the sort of knitting you generally do.  Some 
include extra short tips and cords for making 8- to 10-inch circulars. 

Tip Style.  Just like fixed circulars, you can get sets with different points and made from different materials.  Some 
brands allow you to mix and match with add-ons (although your initial set investment must be all of the same type).

Tip Length.  Generally knitters are used to about a 5” tip length on circular needles, but 4” tips are necessary on 20” and 
16” circular needles.  Most sets come with the a length of about 4.75”, which becomes about 5” when combined with the 
tip of the cord.

16” Options.  Some sets that come with 5” tips also make 4” tips available to purchase separately, along with 8” cords, so 
that you can make 16” and 20” needles.  Some brands sell entire sets with 4” tips, (e.g., Knitter’s Pride calls them 
“Special”).

Extras.  The sets come with different sorts of cases plus accessories such as stitch markers and stoppers (for using the 
cables as stitch holders).  



Suggestions for Narrowing the Options 

Determine what sort of join you would like the set to have and eliminate the sets that don’t use this 
mechanism.

Decide what sort of tip and material you use most often and cross out any that you aren’t interested in.

Consider whether there are brands you would eliminate because of your experience with the brand.

How often do you use 16” circulars?  If you make a lot of hats and don’t care to start them on double 
points, then make sure the set you choose has a 16” option.  Or consider HiyaHiya or Addi Click Lace, 
which have a separate set of entirely 4” tips with short cords.

How much flexibility do you want?  If you tend to use the same type and size you may be happy with a 
set that can’t be added to or mixed with another type of needle.  If you want maximum flexibility, look 
for a set that allows you to add to it.
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