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Treble Trouble

Preparation:
1.  Pass out a playing piece to every student. You can use buttons, pennies, small round bingo 
chips or any small object that fits in the spaces.

2.  This game is played in pairs.  Pass out one die to every pair of students.

Instructions:
1.  Find a partner for every student.  Player 1 rolls the die and moves their game piece the number 
shown on the die.  Player 1 and 2 alternate turns.

2.  If the players land on the same space, or the same symbol, the first player to say “Treble 
Trouble” can remain on the space.  The other player must go back to the start.  

3.  The first player to make it to the finish line is the winner.

*Student Instructions for the Treble Trouble Center and optional worksheet are found on the 
pages that follow.

Optional:
1.  Pass out a Treble Trouble worksheet to every student.

2.  When a student lands on a music symbol, they write the name of the symbol and its definition 
on their Treble Trouble worksheet.  The worksheets are completed individually.

3.  When finished, students can correct their worksheets with the cheat sheet.

For students who are unfamiliar with the music symbols, use the music symbol cheat sheets that 
are included with this kit.  Photocopy one cheat sheet for every board game.
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Student Instructions for Treble Trouble

1.  Player 1 rolls the die             and moves the number shown on the die.  

2.  If the players land on the same space, or the same type of symbol, the 
first player to say “Treble Trouble” can remain on the space.  The other 
player must go back to the start.  

3.  Take turns with your partner.

4.  The first player to make it to the finish line is the winner.

Optional:
1.  When you land on a music symbol, write the name of the symbol and its 
definition on the worksheet.  The worksheets are completed individually.

2.  When finished, you can correct your worksheet with the cheat sheet.
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Treble Trouble Symbols
Name:  ______________________  Class: ________________

Instructions: Name the symbols you land on in Treble Trouble and write the definition.

1.      _____________ - ___________________________________________________________

2.     _______________ - _______________________________________________________ __

3.     _____________  note - _______________________________________________________

4.      _______________ - _________________________________________________________      

5.      __________________________ - ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

6.      ____________________ - ____________________________________________________

7.       _______________ - ________________________________________________________

8.      ________________ - ________________________________________________________

9.      _________________  note - __________________________________________________

10.      ____________  note - _______________________________________________________

11.       ____________  rest - _______________________________________________________

12.       ______________________ - _________________________________________________

13.      _______________ rest - _____________________________________________________

14.      _________________  note - __________________________________________________

15.       ________________- _______________________________________________________
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Andante - __________________________________________________
       
Allegro - ______________________________________________________      

Largo - _____________________________________________________        

Vivace - _____________________________________________________      

Presto - ___________________________________________________       

Adagio - ____________________________________________________ 

Moderato - _____________________________________________________      
  
Prestissimo - ______________________________________________________       

Accelerando - __________________________________________________

Ritardando - __________________________________________________

Bonus Question 1:  Which tempo term from the above list has the fastest tempo?
(1 point)                  ________________________

Bonus Question 2:  Which tempo term from the above list has the slowest tempo?
(2 points)                ________________________

Bonus Question 3:  The term  ___________________  is faster than presto and vivace.
(3 points)

Bonus Question 4:  Are the tempo terms written in French, Italian or German?
(4 points)                 _________________________
        
Bonus Question 5:  Write the tempo terms from fastest to slowest.
(5 points)
  _________________ ,  _________________ ,  _________________ ,    _____________

  ________________ ,  ________________ ,  ________________ ,  ________________

Tempo Twister - ANSWER KEY

Bonus Questions:

VERY QUICKLY

QUICKLY

QUICKLY, LIVELY AND BRIGHT

FAST AND LIVELY

MODERATELY

SLOW, AT A WALKING PACE

VERY SLOW AND BROAD

GRADUALLY GET FASTER

GRADUALLY GET SLOWER

PRESTISSIMO

LARGO

PRESTISSIMO

ITALIAN

 PRESTISSIMO                     PRESTO                                VIVACE                              ALLEGRO             

MODERATO                       ANDANTE                          ADAGIO                                LARGO

SLOWLY

Instructions:  Spin the dial and write the definition for the term you land on.  If you have already 
written a definition for the term, answer the bonus questions for extra points, beginning with 
Bonus Question 1.   When finished, check your answers on the answer key.  You will receive points 
for every question you answer correctly.

Each of the following definitions is worth 1 point:

Name:  _______________________  Class: _________________
Total Points  _____________
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sharp raises the pitch of the note one half step
flat lowers the pitch of the note one half step

natural cancels a sharp or flat
treble clef circles the note G and is used for higher notes
bass clef circles the note F and is used for lower notes

whole note receives 4 beats in 4/4 time
half note receives 2 beats in 4/4 time

quarter note receives 1 beat in 4/4 time
eighth note receives half of a beat in 4/4 time
quarter rest a rest that receives 1 beat of silence in 4/4 time
eighth rest a rest that receives half of a beat of silence in 4/4 time

4/4 time signature The top number tells us that there are 4 beats in a measure.  The 
bottom number tells us that a quarter note receives a single beat.

repeat means to repeat all or part of the music again
accent emphasize the note

coda an added passage, when you see the sign skip to the coda

Music Symbol Cheat Sheets
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Music Symbol Dice

Name:  ______________________  Class: ________________

Instructions:  This game may be played individually or in partners.  Roll a pair of dice.  Find the 
box with the number shown on the dice and name the music symbol  If the number rolled has 
already been answered, you may roll once more and then it will be your partner’s turn.  Alternate 
turns and the first player to correctly complete all the questions wins.  

3.  9.  7.  

4.  8.  10.  

6.  11. 2.  

5.  12.  
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 _________   note        ________  note

 _________   note        ________  note

__________________ __________________

__________________ __________________ __________________

__________________ __________________ __________________

__________________ __________________
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