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Introduction
This collection of easy songs for ukulele is designed to get you singing and playing the ukulele 
in the very first lesson!  The chords used in this collection are introduced through a series of 15 
one chord songs.  Mastering the chords before having to learn to change chords eliminates much 
of the frustration that young beginners face.  After introducing the chords used, 15 easy two 
chord songs are given.  If your students find it difficult to switch chords, divide the class into two 
groups and have one group play one chord and the other group play the other.  Practice changing 
the chords slowly without looking at the fretboard.  When students are able to “feel” where the 
fingers go, changing the chords will be easy.  The last two songs in the collection use three chords.  
A CD with recordings of all the songs is included. 

Students will learn the chords and how to change chords using the folk songs that are given in the 
collection.  In addition to the songs in the collection we’ve given links (in the projectable PDF 
included on the CD) to easy pop songs on YouTube that use the same chords.  Students really 
enjoy playing along with pop songs.  Where possible, links to the original artists’ performance 
and to a video with the chords and lyrics are given.  An inexpensive student book/CD is available 
so your students can play along with all the folk songs and easily access the same YouTube links 
at home.   This collection does not address reading notes and playing melodies - the focus is on 
learning songs to sing and strum.

The ukulele originated in the 19th century as a Hawaiian interpretation of the machete, a small 
guitar-like instrument taken to Hawaii by Portuguese immigrants. Since then, the ukulele has been 
commonly associated with music from Hawaii, where the name roughly translates as “jumping 
flea,” perhaps because of the movement of the player’s fingers. The ukulele gained great popularity 
elsewhere in the United States during the early 20th century, and from there spread internationally. 
It has been popular with performing musicians, and also in music education. Sa
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Parts of the Ukulele

Ukulele is sometimes abbreviated to uke. The ukulele 
is a member of the guitar family of instruments.  
It has four strings that are played by plucking or 
strumming.  Ukuleles are generally made of wood, 
though variants have been composed partially or 
entirely of plastic or other materials.   There are four 
main sizes of ukulele:  soprano (standard), concert, 
tenor and baritone.  The soprano, concert and tenor 
are good sizes for the young beginner.

Tenor Ukulele           Soprano Ukulele
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       Intro 4 bars
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Nobody Likes Me
28. Nobody Likes Me D G 

      Intro 2 bars

29. Wade in the Water Dm 
      Intro 2 bars
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1. Little Tommy Tinker 
C
Little Tommy Tinker sat upon a clinker. 

He began to cry. 

Ma! Ma! 

Poor little innocent guy.

2. Johnny One Hammer 
    C
1. Johnny plays with one hammer, one hammer, one hammer.
    Johnny plays with one hammer, then he plays with two.

2. Johnny plays with two hammers...

3. Johnny plays with three hammers...

4. Johnny plays with four hammers...

5. Johnny plays with five hammers...
    Then he takes a rest.

The teacher is permitted to reproduce this page for students in one school or institution.

C 

C 

3. Funga Alafia

C
Funga alafia. Ahshay, ahshay. 

Funga alafia. Ahshay, ahshay.

Funga alafia. Ahshay, ahshay. 

Funga alafia. Ahshay, ahshay.
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Intro 2 bars

Intro 2 bars
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