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Playing Chords
The Left Hand
• The fingers of your left hand are numbered 1-2-3-4
• The left thumb goes on the back of the ukulele neck
• Press the strings using the tips of your fingers between the two frets

Chord Diagrams
The chord diagram is like a picture or map of the neck of your ukulele.  It shows where to 
place the fingers to play a chord.  The lines down represent the strings and the horizontal lines 
represent the frets.
• The numbered circles show you where to depress a string and which finger to use
• In this example, press down the first string at the third fret
• Use your third finger 

12
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C
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Strings     4        3       2        1
   G        C      E        A
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2. Head and Shoulders Baby

& c ‰ jœ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
Head and shoul - ders ba - by

F

œ Œ œ ‰ jœ
one, two, three,

& œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
head and shoul-ders ba - by

œ Œ œ ‰ jœ
one, two, three,

œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ œ
head and shoul-ders, head and

& œ œ œ# œ œ œ œ œ
shoul - ders, head and shoul - ders, ba - by

œ Œ œ ‰ jœ
one, two, three.

TraditionalSwing

1. Stella Ella Olla

& c œ œ œ œ œ œ
Stel la el la ol la

C

œ œ œ œ œ
clap clap clap sing ing

œ œ œ œ œ
es tee ga tee ga,- - - - - -

& œ œ œ œ œ œ

Tee ga tee ga shack shack.

œ œ œ œ œ œ
Es tee ga tee ga va

jœ œ jœ jœ œ jœ
lo, va lo, va- - - - - -

& œ œ œ œ œ œ
lo, va lo, va lo, va,

‹ ‹ ‹ ‹
one two three four

‹ Œ Ó
five!

Stella Ella
Singing Game

C

F

Intro 1 bar

2. Hips and thighs baby one, two, three, Hips and thighs baby one, two, three, 
    Hips and thighs, hips and thighs, hips and thighs baby one, two, three.

3. Knees and ankles baby one...     4. Find a partner baby one...

Intro 1 bar

Note: For a finger break, play a clapping game!
Game Directions:  Each student should find a partner. On the words “head and shoulders” touch your 
head, then your shoulders.  On the word “baby,” clap your own hands.  On the word “one,” clap right hands 
with your partner.  Clap your own hands on the rest.  On the word “two,” clap left hands with your partner.  
On the rest clap your own hands.  On the word “three,” clap both of your partner’s hands.  Continue in this 
way, touching the body parts that the song names and resuming the clapping pattern in between. 

 C
 /    /     /     / 

 F
 /    /     /     / 
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10. Little Red Wagon 

& b 42 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Bump - in' up and down in my

F

œ œ œ œ œ
lit - tle red wag - on.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Bump-in' up and down in my

C7

œ œ œ œ œ
lit - tle red wag - on.

& b œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Bump - in' up and down in my

F

œ œ œ œ œ
lit - tle red wag - on.

.œ œ œ œ
Won't you be my

C7

œ œ
dar - ling?

F

TraditionalSlight Swing

     F            C7 
2.  One wheel’s off and the axle’s broken. One wheel’s off and the axle’s broken. 
     F             C7      F
     One wheel’s off and the axle’s broken.  Won’t you be my darling?

     F           C7 
3.  David’s gonna fix it with his hammer. David’s gonna fix it with his hammer. 
     F            C7      F
     David’s gonna fix it with his hammer.  Won’t you be my darling?

     F       C7 
4.  Jessie’s gonna fix it with her pliers. Jessie’s gonna fix it with her pliers.
     F       C7           F
     Jessie’s gonna fix it with her pliers. Won’t you be my darling?

     F       C7  
5.  Ryan’s gonna fix it with a glue gun. Ryan’s gonna fix it with a glue gun.
     F       C7      F
     Ryan’s gonna fix it with a glue gun. Won’t you be my darling?

C7F

Note: For a finger break, sing with actions!
 Bumpin’ up and down    bump up and down in your chairs
 One wheel’s off and the axle’s broken  raise one finger and wipe safe on “axle”
 David’s gonna fix it with his hammer    motion hammering
 Jessie’s gonna fix it with her pliers  motion using pliers
 Ryan’s gonna fix it with a glue gun  motion gluing with a glue gun

Intro 2 bars
 C7             F
 /   /   /   /     /   /   /   /
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31. John B. Sails

&
# c œ

We

Jœ œ Jœb œn œ

come on the sloop John

G
.˙ œ

B. My

.œ Jœ œ œ œ

grand - fath - er and

w
me.

&
# .œ Jœ œ œ

Round Nas - sau

G .œ Jœ œ œ œ
town we did

w
roam.

D

œ ‰ jœ œ œ œ
Par - tied all

&
#

w
night.

G

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
Got in - to a

w

fight.

C
œ Œ Œ œ

I

&
# œ œb œn Jœ .œ
feel so break up,

G

Œ œ œ œ œ œ
I want to go

D

w
home.

G

œ Œ Œ Œ

Spiritual

    Chorus:
       G      
    So hoist up the John B.'s sails, see how the main sail sets.
                     D                         G                           C
    Call for the captain ashore, let me go home. Let me go home, I want to go home,
       G                        D                  G
    I feel so break up, I want to go home.

           G 
2. The first mate, he got skunked, broke up the people’s trunk.
            D                            G                                     C
    Constable had to come and take him away. Sheriff John Stone, please leave me a-lone.
        G                        D                 G
    I  feel so break up, I want to go home.

G CD 
Intro 4 bars

 G             D            G
 /  /  /  /   /  /  /  /   /  /  /  /   /  /  /  / 
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