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16-11-26 Holiday Songs for 
Recorder - Free Resource

New at www.musicplayonline.com
 Our programmers have been hard at work building activities for the online 
resource!  Watch for the following new activities next week:
- Rhythm Erase and Rhythm Sort for all reading songs in Musicplay 4
- Solfa and Letter Name Challenges for reading songs in Musicplay 1 - there 
were 6 reading songs that didn't have these activities, now all should be 
complete!
  
If you would like to try out the site, create an account and you can use the site for free 
for three months!  If you would like to continue using the site, but can't afford the full 
subscription, send me an email and I'll send you a discount code.  denise@musicplay.ca
  

Holiday Songs for Recorder
Free Resource and Updates

 
I wrote Holiday Songs for Recorder a long time ago.  The 
original version had several different covers and was 
packaged in a plastic folder.  The newest version is a printed 
book, with green cover with the kids playing recorders.  We 
updated the recordings several years ago, and this past year, 
we added the following to the product:
- piano accompaniments as a PDF file on the disk
- projectables to use with a SMART Board or 
computer/projector. The projectables include the 
performance tempo (fast), practice tempo accompaniments 
(slow), kids notes.
- we also added SSA arrangements - if you want to add Alto 
recorder, you have the choice of real alto fingerings or 
transposed notes.  With the transposed notes for alto, 
students can play an alto recorder but use soprano 
fingerings. 
  
I like to start recorder in January of 4th Grade, and then do a 
review of recorder starting in January of 5th grade, using the 
Recorder Resource Kit 2 which has 2 part soprano and 
optional alto.  If my classes were working on the holiday 
program, I wouldn't actually teach these arrangements in my 

class time.  I'd make copies of the songs for my 5th grade students who'd played the 
year before, and give them to any students that wanted them.  Because the songs are 
familiar, the students were motivated to learn to play them, and feedback from parents 
indicated that many of the students were practicing.  (Yay!)  I asked the students who'd 
taken the copies home if any of them wanted to perform as a prelude to the holiday 
concert, and had a few groups  The student who played Silent Night, was a beautiful 
player and the audience loved it!
  
This week's free resource is Jingle Bells from Holiday Songs.  Your free resource 
includes
- projectable Slow version (audio is embedded)
- projectable Kids Notes  (audio is embedded)
- piano accompaniment
- SSA version. 
- I'm also including the Jingle Bells printable
  
We make our projectables large and easy to read - we reformat to fit the screen!
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In this collection, and in our Recorder Resource Kit 2, we offer the option of transposed 
alto parts - use soprano fingerings on an alto recorder.

 The piano accompaniments are much nicer to use in performance than acc. tracks.
  
 
14 Songs are included in this resource:
Songs Include:

Jolly Old St. Nicholas
Jingle Bells
Joy to the World
Silent Night
Joseph Dearest
O Come Little Children
Jesus Our Brother

African Noel
Hanukkah Song
Christmas Chopsticks
Over the River and Through the 
Woods
Away in a Manger
Good King Wenceslas
We Wish You A Merry Christmas

 
FREE RESOURCE - Jingle Bells from Holiday Songs for Recorder
  
If you purchased an earlier edition of Holiday Songs for Recorder and would 
like to have the projectables, piano accompaniments, and SSA parts, all you 
have to do is send me an email with Holiday Recorder Updates in the subject 
line and a photo of your old copy of the collection, and I'll send you a link to 
download the newest version. (for free)  denise@musicplay.ca
  
If you purchase a download of the product for the low price of $18, you get 
all of the above, plus the book with reproducible regular notation and kids 
notes.  (letter names imprinted on the note)  You also get a folder with all 
the MP3s.
Purchase Download Canadian Teachers
or     
Purchase Download USA Teachers
(An SATB version of Holiday Songs is available separately - download only)
  
Who doesn't like free?  Last week, I offered a free PDF file of African Noel 
from Christmas Music Lessons to project for Ukulele and Recorder  - and 
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the free PDF file includes the audio!  Here's the free 
resource: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/kvnc4wr8rcr9d24/Christmas%2
0Lesson%20Free%20copy.pdf?dl=0 
  
Christmas Music Lessons:  This is a collection of lessons 
and activities based on 9 familiar Christmas carols. Each 
song is notated for vocals, soprano recorder in two parts, 

Boomwhackers in two parts, a variety of percussion instruments, and with 
chords provided for ukulele (or guitar). All parts can be used together and 
also work in any combination.
Download the Complete Product    Canadian Teachers  OR  USA Teachers
  

www.musicplayonline.com
  
Musicplayonline.com is an exciting new product.  If you would like to try out the 
site, create an account for a free 3 month trial!    If you've already tried the site, and 
really want to subscribe, but have a zero music budget, I'm happy to help you by giving 
you a discount code to continue to use the site at a reduced cost.  Email 
denise@musicplay.ca with your request.
  
If you are a music supervisor and would like free trial codes for the teachers in your 
district, send Denise a list of names and email addresses, and I'll send codes to the 
teachers in your district.
 
I really appreciate your feedback!  email denise@musicplay.ca or join the 
Musicplay Teacher's Group on Facebook!
  
Link to Poster Packs on Canadian Site - WWW.MUSICPLAY.CA
Link to Poster Packs on USA Site - MUSICPLAY.CA
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Contact Us 
Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax   1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

Musicplayonline.com 
More is being added each week to 
our online resource.  This week, 
look for Musicplay 4 Reading Songs 
- we're adding Rhythm Erase and 
Rhythm Sort activities.
  
We've also built the Solfa Note 
Challenge and Note Name 
Challenge activities for the reading 
songs in Musicplay 1 that didn't 
have them.  
  
Suggestions are welcome!  Email
denise@musicplay.ca  

http://musicplayonline.com/ 
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Apps and Digital Resources 

Apps 
We've created SIX great apps for iPad or Google devices.  If you have a class 
set of iPads, volume purchasing is available for these apps.  LINK INFO
 

Note Name Smash!  New note naming app!  Only .99 USD
In this app, you choose the notes to practice.  Each note 
correctly named breaks a hole in the wall.  Name them all and 
the wall breaks!
  
Link to Note Name Smash in iTunes

Rain Rain Story -  is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem for students to 
accompany.  This app includes ear training activities 
and instrument exploration.   
  

Rain Rain Story - iTunes                Rain Rain Story - Google   
  

Note Name Match Game -  10 levels of Memory to match 
notes with their letter names.  Great for recorder students, 
piano lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match Game - iTunes            
 Note Name Memory Game - Google    

 
Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir 

This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler. The warm-ups in this collection are 
organized into five sets.  Each set includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of mid-
range warm-ups. 
  

Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - iTunes  
Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - Google 
  

Learn and Play Recorder has everything that you need for 
your beginning recorder classes.  
 Learn and Play Recorder - iTunes       Learn and Play 
Recorder - Google   
 

Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available for iTunes and 
Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs for two part 
soprano with optional alto. Naming notes is reviewed, now 
with interactive practice!  Counting music is reviewed, with 
an interactive name the note value activity. The full score 

with both regular alto and transposed alto for teachers to project is included. 
 
Learn and Play Recorder 2 - iTunes    Learn and Play Recorder 2 - 
Google 
 

Workshops 
  

Workshops with Denise are always fun and full of ideas!
email denise@musicplay.ca to request a workshop!
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