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Build Newsletter 16-10-09 She's taught for 55 years! Advice for Music Teachers.

16-10-02 Fun in a Minor Key
Monday, October 10, 2016

NJSMA Elementary Music Division   Link for Info:  NJSMA
Sessions to be chosen from the following:
1. Rhythm Instrument Fun
2. Sensational Singing Games
3. Listening Fun with Scarves, Tennis Balls and More!
4. Vocal warmups and energizers
5.  Developing the chld's singing voice
  

Thursday, October 13th
Halifax Kodaly/Orff Chapters
The focus of this day will be on the new streamlined curriculum, and fun 
activities to meet the outcomes in the new document. For more info:
Kodaly Society of Nova Scotia
  

October 21st,  2016  BC Pro-D Day
Back to school workshops will give you ideas and inspiration for the new 
school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for the 
first 50 teachers who register for the workshop - it's always a fun day with 
lots of ideas to start your year!    LINK to Register
BC PRO D Day - October 21st
* vocal warmups, action songs and fun songs  
* play based activities to teach music as outlined in the new BC curriculum  
* fun activities to get your students singing, moving, playing instruments, 
listening, reading/writing and creating   $75 for workshop only/$175 with 
materials
  

New this week at www.musicplayonline.com
Concept Slide Shows have been uploaded for all songs K-6!
Lesson outlines in a new format have been posted for K and Grade 6.  
Staff lesson - is attached to Songs 1-6 in K-6.  It's found in Interactive "Other"

Listening Log movies for Listening 2-3 are now online. 
Listening Kit 4-5 movies coming soon!

If you would like to try out the site, send a request 
to denise@musicplay.ca and I’ll send you a code that you 
can use to access the site for free.  If you would like to 
continue using the site, for can't afford the full subscription, 

send me an email and I'll send you a discount code.
  

Advice for Teachers by a
Veteran Teacher

   
  
I met Joanne Collins when she came to the Artie and Denise Chicago 
workshop in July.  She sat near the front and was an enthusiastic 
participant in all the workshop activities.  I don't remember how it 
came up in conversation but she mentioned that she was going into her 
55th year of teaching. I was doing the calculations in my head to try 
to figure out how old she was - but she didn't look or act anywhere 
near the number that I came up with.  
  
Joanne began teaching in 1961 at St. Francis de Sales School in 
Manistique, Michigan.  She has always taught in Catholic schools, and 
except for 3 subbing episodes has always taught music.  She's taught 
K-3 through Grade 12, and says that each level has it's own special 
challenges and rewards.
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I emailed Joanne this fall to ask her if she'd consider writing down 
some thoughts - some advice that she'd give to music teachers, and she 
has so kindly done this for us.  
  

1. Always be sure the children know that you CARE. I try to know things 
about each one beginning with the child’s name. This is of the utmost 
importance. We play games that test me; when I know who they are 
they are very pleased. Knowing other things about them, such as 
vacations, pets, etc. are also important. This is never to be considered 
time wasted and serves to give adults a chance to LISTEN to the 
children. Hugs, high-fives etc. are great too. (Of course district 
regulations need to be followed.)

2. Staying current with new programs, technology, methods, etc. is 
invaluable. I take classes, attend workshops, do professional reading 
and so forth that keep my methods fresh for me as well as the 
children. Don’t be afraid to try something new. I try to always keep 
things fresh, even when classes may be with me for years 
(Kindergarten through Grade 8).

3. Not one of my favorite things to do is the weekly lesson plans. I know 
some folks who keep their plans from year to year; I believe by doing 
this both the students and the teacher are being short-changed. The 
discipline of writing weekly plans is important to me. I do wish 
principals would comment on them – I’ve had only one who gave 
feedback.

4. As we have all the pupils in a school, it is important to maintain a good 
working relationship with all the teachers. They are our best allies in 
knowing their classes and sharing ideas, etc. as to working with the 
class. Often being the only Music teacher in a school can be very 
isolating if your fellow teachers exclude you; make the extra effort to 
know them professionally and personally. You will be the benefactor.

5. Early in my teaching we were told/advised not to smile until Christmas. 
What a waste of time. Let them see you smile, joke, whatever you are 
comfortable doing. It always thrills me when I see children happy and 
hear them say that something we just did was FUN!

6. Treasure the little things. For example: the three year old, who told me 
“You are the best teacher in the world.” Or the four year old who knows 
me by the name he gave me, “Miss Music Girl”. These will keep me 
going for the next 55 years!

Joanne closed her email with - 
  
Keep a song in your heart until next we meet.
  
Joanne
  
Thank you Joanne for sharing this with us.  It's Canadian 
Thanksgiving Day tomorrow, and I'm thankful for teachers like 
you, who after 54 years of teaching are still coming to two day 
workshops to get new ideas.  Your students must feel the same 
way.  Wow!  You are an inspiration to us all!

  
  

www.musicplayonline.com
  
Musicplayonline.com is an exciting new product.  We have made the site available 
for free during the construction phase.  We would like to give teachers the 
opportunity to try this new, exciting interactive way of teaching.  
  
If you would like to try out the site, send a request to denise@musicplay.ca and I’ll 
send you a code that you can use to access the site for free for 1 month.  with the free 
month that you'll get when you create an account, you'll have access for 2 months!
  
If you've already tried the site, and really want to subscribe, but have a zero music 
budget, I'm happy to help you by giving you a discount code to continue to use the site 
at a reduced cost.  Email denise@musicplay.ca with your request.
  
If you are a music supervisor and would like free trial codes for the teachers in your 
district, send Denise a list of names and email addresses, and I'll send codes to the 
teachers in your district.
  
If your school recently purchased a Musicplay Digital Resource package, you may 
qualify for additional free access. We've been very generous with grandfathering 
schools that purchased the program before the online site was even thought 
of.
 
I really appreciate your feedback!  email denise@musicplay.ca or join the 
Musicplay Teacher's Group on Facebook!
  
Link to Poster Packs on Canadian Site - WWW.MUSICPLAY.CA
Link to Poster Packs on USA Site - MUSICPLAY.CA
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Contact Us 
Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax   1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

Musicplayonline.com 
More is being added each week to 
our online resource.  This week, 
look for Listening Resources Level 
1.  This will include movies of 40+ 
examples.  There are 1-5 movies 
for each example:  Composer, 
Concepts, Movement Ideas, Create 
Movement and Instrument Play 
Along.  I used several movies from 
the Carnival of the Animals this 
week with Grade 1 and 3, and the 
kids LOVED them!  

http://musicplayonline.com/ 

Apps and Digital Resources 

Apps 
We've created SIX great apps for iPad or Google devices.  If you have a class 
set of iPads, volume purchasing is available for these apps.  LINK INFO
 

Note Name Smash!  New note naming app!  Only .99 USD
In this app, you choose the notes to practice.  Each note 
correctly named breaks a hole in the wall.  Name them all and 
the wall breaks!
  
Link to Note Name Smash in iTunes

Rain Rain Story -  is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem for students to 
accompany.  This app includes ear training activities 
and instrument exploration.   
  

Rain Rain Story - iTunes                Rain Rain Story - Google   
  

Note Name Match Game -  10 levels of Memory to match 
notes with their letter names.  Great for recorder students, 
piano lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match Game - iTunes            
 Note Name Memory Game - Google    

 
Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir 

This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler. The warm-ups in this collection are 
organized into five sets.  Each set includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of mid-
range warm-ups. 
  

Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - iTunes  
Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - Google 
  

Learn and Play Recorder has everything that you need for 
your beginning recorder classes.  
 Learn and Play Recorder - iTunes       Learn and Play 
Recorder - Google   
 

Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available for iTunes and 
Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs for two part 
soprano with optional alto. Naming notes is reviewed, now 
with interactive practice!  Counting music is reviewed, with 
an interactive name the note value activity. The full score 

with both regular alto and transposed alto for teachers to project is included. 
 
Learn and Play Recorder 2 - iTunes    Learn and Play Recorder 2 - 
Google 
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Workshops 
October 21st,  2016  BC Pro-D Day

Back to school workshops will give you ideas and inspiration for the new 
school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for the 
first 50 teachers who register for the workshop - it's always a fun day with 
lots of ideas to start your year!    LINK to Register
BC PRO D Day - October 21st
* vocal warmups, action songs and fun songs  
* play based activities to teach music as outlined in the new BC curriculum  
* fun activities to get your students singing, moving, playing instruments, 
listening, reading/writing and creating   $75 for workshop only/$175 with 
materials
  
  
Monday, October 10, 2016
NJSMA Elementary Music Division
Sessions to be chosen from the following:
1. Rhythm Instrument Fun
2. Sensational Singing Games
3. Listening Fun with Scarves, Tennis Balls and More!
4. Vocal warmups and energizers
5.  Developing the chld's singing voice
  
Thursday, October 13th
Halifax Kodaly/Orff Chapters
The focus of this day will be on the new streamlined curriculum, and fun 
activities to meet the outcomes in the new document.
  
Workshops with Denise are always fun and full of ideas!
email denise@musicplay.ca to request a workshop!
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