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Build Newsletter 16-08-28 Musicplay 1, Lesson 1

16-08-28 Musicplay 1 - Lesson Plan 1
  
New at www.musicplayonline.com - Song Activities for songs 1-20 have been 
uploaded.  The song activities include the songs notation and many lesson suggestions. 
 (Remember that Musicplay is a menu - not a script!  You choose the song to teach, then 
choose the activities to do.  It's not expected to teach everything in the guide!)
 

Musicplay 1 - Sample Lesson 1
by Denise Gagne

This lesson will be posted as a PDF file at www.musicplayonline.com 
on Monday.

 
When I talk to teachers about how to use the Musicplay PreK-6 curriculum, I 
like to compare Musicplay to a menu.  Some curriculums have a scripted 
lesson, and it's suggested that teachers use all activities in the lesson. 
 Musicplay is a menu of choices.
  
Choose the song(s) to use in your lesson.
I can't create a lesson plan that will work for every situation.
Lessons vary from 20-100 minutes.  Yes - I met a teacher this summer who 
will be teaching 100 minute blocks.  Some teachers have a full Orff 
instrumentarium, and some teachers have nothing.
  
In the current teacher's guides, the song possibilities for each week are 
listed, along with the concepts that they are intended to teach.  We're 
duplicating some of the material from the teacher's guides at 
www.musicplayonline.com, but I hope to eventually edit all the lessons and 
provide teachers with a sample lesson for each week of the year.
  

 
I'm also providing a list of the Interactive activities that are available 
atwww.musicplayonline.com
  
   
In the online lesson plans, the next page is a sample lesson.  The song 
notation is not included in the plan - it's in the movies, it's in the song 
activities, it's in the concept slides, and it's in the teacher's guides.  If you 
choose to print the sample lesson, you'll print a little less without the song 
notation.  (I did include notation for activities that aren't notated elsewhere.)
This song list leaves out song 3.  If you have the 100 minute music block, 
use it, or if you have a second lesson teach it, but there's lots of content 
without it.  The first part of the lesson is for the first day of school - notes to 
suggest making a seating plan, and to go over safety rules.
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Next, is the Listen to the Rhythm Poem.  This poem is included to help you 
learn names, to help your students develop steady beat, and to begin 
introducing unpitched instruments to your students.  It's intended that you'll 
use this poem every lesson for the first part of the year.
 

 
Song #1 is Dooby Doo, and #2 is Mountaintop Monster.  Notation isn't 
included, but there are teaching notes.  The important concept to teach in 
Mountaintop Monster is high/low, so I follow the song with a high/low 
movement activity.
  
   
Another concept in both song 1-2 is singing/speaking voice.
This lesson includes the 1-2-3-4 poem using singing, speaking, whisper, 
shouting and thinking voices.
   
 
Sam the Robot Man is a fun movement activity.  The song reinforces beat 
and uses the word beat.
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Suggested activities are included if you do have two lessons/week.
  

  
For the first 14 songs of Musicplay One, I've written Center activities for Play based 
learning.  I hope to be able to write these for all 256 lessons in Musicplay, but it will be 
some time until they are completed.  I'd really appreciate feedback from teachers who 
try out the center activities - please let me know which centers are the biggest hit!
  
 
I'm currently editing the song activities and concept slides for all 811 songs in 
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Musicplay.  I thought that since the writing was done it would go quickly, but 
it's taking much longer than I thought.  Part of the reason it's taking so long, 
is that my teaching practice has changed, and I keep thinking up new ways 
to use the songs, especially using the songs as the inspiration for children to 
start creating their own music.  I'm also developing new interactive activities 
as I work through each song activity, and these will be amazing to have, but 
it all takes time.
  
I've got song activities PDFs#1-20  posted for each grade at 
www.musicplayonline.com now, and have completed #1-70 of kindergarten, 
and # 1-50 of Grade one.  This covers September-October lessons for all 
grades, and I'm editing in every spare minute that I have to get more of them 
completed.
  
I hope that this sample lesson plan for Grade 1 is useful to you as you start 
your school year.  I really appreciate your feedback!  email 
denise@musicplay.ca or join the Musicplay Teacher's Group on Facebook!
  
Link to Poster Packs on Canadian Site - WWW.MUSICPLAY.CA
Link to Poster Packs on USA Site - MUSICPLAY.CA
  
How did you do with staying healthy last year?
- I'm on my way today for a 4-8 Km walk on the beautiful trails in Red Deer.
Join the Musicplay Teachers Group on Facebook and share your suggestions for 
staying healthy during the school year!  Facebook Group   This is a supportive 
group of 2700+ music teachers who have great ideas!  Stay healthy and 
have a great school year!  

Contact Us 
Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax   1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

Musicplayonline.com 
More is being added each week to 
our online resource.  This week, 
look for Listening Resources Level 
1.  This will include movies of 40+ 
examples.  There are 1-5 movies 
for each example:  Composer, 
Concepts, Movement Ideas, Create 
Movement and Instrument Play 
Along.  I used several movies from 
the Carnival of the Animals this 
week with Grade 1 and 3, and the 
kids LOVED them!  

http://musicplayonline.com/ 
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Apps and Digital Resources 

Apps 
We've created SIX great apps for iPad or Google devices.  If you have a class 
set of iPads, volume purchasing is available for these apps.  LINK INFO
 

Note Name Smash!  New note naming app!  Only .99 USD
In this app, you choose the notes to practice.  Each note 
correctly named breaks a hole in the wall.  Name them all and 
the wall breaks!
  
Link to Note Name Smash in iTunes

Rain Rain Story -  is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem for students to 
accompany.  This app includes ear training activities 
and instrument exploration.   
  

Rain Rain Story - iTunes                Rain Rain Story - Google   
  

Note Name Match Game -  10 levels of Memory to match 
notes with their letter names.  Great for recorder students, 
piano lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match Game - iTunes            
 Note Name Memory Game - Google    

 
Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir 

This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler. The warm-ups in this collection are 
organized into five sets.  Each set includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of mid-
range warm-ups. 
  

Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - iTunes  
Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - Google 
  

Learn and Play Recorder has everything that you need for 
your beginning recorder classes.  
 Learn and Play Recorder - iTunes       Learn and Play 
Recorder - Google   
 

Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available for iTunes and 
Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs for two part 
soprano with optional alto. Naming notes is reviewed, now 
with interactive practice!  Counting music is reviewed, with 
an interactive name the note value activity. The full score 

with both regular alto and transposed alto for teachers to project is included. 
 
Learn and Play Recorder 2 - iTunes    Learn and Play Recorder 2 - 
Google 
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Workshops 
August 2016
Back to school workshops will give you ideas and inspiration for the new 
school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for the 
workshop - it's always a fun day with lots of ideas to start your year!
LINK to Register
  
Edmonton: Aug. 19       Calgary: Aug. 23         Toronto:Aug. 25-26
Southern Florida Orff Chapter - Saturday, Aug. 27th
  
Tuesday, September 13, 2016
Delaware MEA.   This will be the 50th state where Denise has presented a 
workshop!
  
Sept 17th
Atlanta Orff Chapter
  
Sept. 21-22-23
Mississippi MEA

Monday, October 10, 2016
NJSMA Elementary Music Division
Sessions to be chosen from the following:
1. Rhythm Instrument Fun
2. Sensational Singing Games
3. Listening Fun with Scarves, Tennis Balls and More!
4. Vocal warmups and energizers
5.  Developing the chld's singing voice
  
Thursday, October 13th
Halifax Kodaly/Orff Chapters
The focus of this day will be on the new streamlined curriculum, and fun 
activities to meet the outcomes in the new document.
  
Workshops with Denise are always fun and full of ideas!
email denise@musicplay.ca to request a workshop!
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