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16-07-03 Musicplay Online
  
August 2016
Back to school workshops will give you lessons, ideas and inspiration for the 
new school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for 
the workshop, and Denise is giving SubTub Plans for K-6 that are part of your 
workshop handout.
LINK to Register      Edmonton: Aug. 19       Calgary: Aug. 23         Toronto: 
 Aug. 25-26  (K-3 on the 25th and Gr. 4-6 on the 26th)
  
New at www.musicplayonline.com - many new interactive activities have been 
added this week!  Lesson plans for weeks 1-8 of Musicplay 1 are online as are 
the song activities for songs 1-25 of Musicplay 1.  Piano accompaniments for 
all songs in Musicplay K-2 have been posted!
  
Types of Voices - find this with song #2 

Mountaintop Monster in Musicplay 1 - 

Interactive Other 

Interactive Locomotor 
Movement Word Wall

Interactive non-locomotor 
Movement Word Wall

Drag the snail to show how the melody goes.  All 
Gr. 1 reading songs have this activity!

Choose instruments to accompany a song!

  

Musicplay Online
The new resource, www.musicplayonline.com has been generating a  lot of interest since 
we've made it available to teachers to use.  New activities are being added each week, and 
it's becoming a teaching tool that is incredibly useful.   In this newsletter I'd like to share 
how this resource has evolved.
  
I started writing Musicplay in 1995 as part of the final project of my Level 3 Kodaly course.   
For the next 5 years, I tried to plan my lessons in a way that would help me organize my 
teaching, and in the end it turned into Musicplay.   I spent way too many days of summer 
vacations writing and recording,  and gained way too many pounds spending my days in 
front of a computer.  It’s been a family project, with all three of my children and husband 
involved in the recording and production of the program.  It’s been my hobby and my 
work.  Instead of making quilts or baking cookies, I’ve made books.  I’ve especially loved 
the opportunity to meet teachers from all over Canada, the US, Australia and Asia and 
share some of my teaching strategies with them in workshops.  I’ve done workshops in 
every Canadian province and territory, 49 states, and 5/6 states in Australia.

I taught with just the teacher’s guides and CDs very successfully for years.  In the 
preschools where I now teach I still have no technology, and the lessons work well.  (But 
they would be better with a Smartboard!)    When schools started to get technology to 
project PowerPoints and movies, I realized how helpful that would be, and started making 
the digital resources in 2007.  Three years of work by a dedicated team of teachers, 
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designers and editors (Denise, Stacy, Allyson, Joline, Priscilla, Carley, Shauna) resulted in 
the release of the Musicplay Digital Resources in 2010.  I have loved using the movies and 
PowerPoints in my teaching.

We started work on musicplayonline.com in 2014 with the help of an Irap grant. We have 
had a large team ~ Denise, Morgan, Heebo, Alex, Elvis, Shae, Carey-Lyn, Catherine ~ 
working on various aspects of the site. The new online resource may eventually replace the 
Digital Resources.  With the site, all the content is now available in one place, and it’s easier 
to use than ever.  If your internet is slow, you may still prefer the Digital Resources instead 
of waiting for a movie to stream, but for 99.9% of schools, the online site is amazing.  It 
greatly enhances the content that is in the digital resources .  The digital resources included 
song movies and kids demo movies of the action songs and singing games and included 
slides to teach all the concepts.  The site adds many, many interactive tools - games, pop 
quizzes, form tool, staff tool, rhythm composition, note name and solfa name challenges for 
reading songs,  tone ladders, beat/rhythm teaching tools --- and more are being added 
weekly.  The site includes material that isn’t in Musicplay:  guitar unit, ukulele unit, 
recorder 1-2 units, solfa practice movies and rhythm practice movies.  The Listening 
resources are now really easy to use as movies.  Level 1 is complete, and the other levels 
will be added this year.  The site is device friendly, so can be used on a computer or on your 
smart phone. 

The site can be used without teacher’s guides, (lesson plans and song suggestions are being 
posted) but the print resource will enhance the use of the site.  I really like being able to flip 
through the guide to quickly see what the lesson is about and where I might adapt it.  The 
site is meant to complement the teacher's guides (just as the digital resources complement 
them).  So, a previous purchase of teacher's guides only does not entitle the teacher or 
school to a free subscription. The website development has been expensive, and needs the 
programmers to maintain and continue to add activities to it. Unfortunately, the site can’t 
be given for free to anyone who has ever purchased a Musicplay teacher’s guide.

I have been trying to come up with pricing for musicplayonline.com  that is fair and 
affordable for teachers and at the same time ensure the sustainability of the site. 
  
We will give a pro-rated credit for a subscription to schools that have the digital resources 
(not the teacher's guides). The credit is based on how many grade levels the school has and 
how many years they’ve been using the digital resources.  So - if a school purchases a 
Teacher’s Guide + digital ($250) today, we’ll give them the use of the site for one year.  The 
yearly subscription would be $150 US, and they paid $125 USD for the Digital resource.  
Giving them the year’s access to the site equals the cost of the digital resource --- and they 
get to keep and use the digital resources forever, even if they decide not to continue the 
subscription.   If you’ve had the digital resources for several years already, the length of the 
free subscription will be reduced by the number of years that you’ve already used them.  To 
request your free subscription, go to www.musicplayonline.com and download the request 
form, fill it out and email it along with a photo of your Musicplay Digital Resources. We'll 
base your free subscription on this table:

The mission of 
Themes & 
Variations has 
always been to 
provide quality 
materials at an 
affordable price.  
The cost of a 
subscription allows 
an entire school to 
use the site.  If the 
kindergarten 
teacher wants to 
use songs from the 
site as a movement 
break in the day, 
they can.  If your 
PE teacher wants to 

use the folk dances (when they get posted) they can.  If the Grade 3 teacher wants songs 
from Ghana, they can use the site to enhance their social studies.   If every teacher in the 
school has to teach their own music, they can all use the site. All the students in the school 
can log in to the student area and do the quizzes or note name challenges, or practice their 
recorder online as part of the school subscription.   For $150-200 this is a great deal.

The US companies offering online music curriculum are $1000-1500/year - 5 to 10 times the 
cost of musicplayonline.  There are music magazine subscriptions that give you 5 issues for 
$125 - with the site you get so much more for roughly the same cost.  We may be offering 
monthly subscription rates in August when we have this end of the site programmed.  But 
until then, if you want to continue using the site without interruption, please subscribe. 
  
  
Click to Link to Canadian Site               link to  US SITE
  
  
Denise Gagne
denise@musicplay.ca

Fullscreen

Preview

Save

Save &
Schedule/Send

Back

http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=605
http://shop.musicplaytext1.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=600


1/28/2018 MNB | Genie Template Editor

https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/my/newsletters/createnew 3/5

(blog) www.denisegagne.com
  

Contact Us 
Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax   1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

K Graduation

We Did it! 
Do you need a very cute song for 
kindergarten graduation? 

Single Song Kits include piano/vocal 
score, vocal reproducible and mp3s 
of performance and 
accompaniment.  The Single song 
kit for We Did It! also includes a 
class book to use for early literacy.
Link to Canadian site
Link for USA teachers
  

Artie & Denise 7th Annual 

Shakin it Up in Chicago! 
 July 6-8, 2016  Chicago 

Join Artie Almeida, Thom Borden, 
Dan Fee and Denise Gagne for a 2 
day elementary music conference 
that will give you ideas and 
inspiration for teaching your 
elementary music classes.  
Join Artie and Denise for the 7th 
annual summer symposium!  Two days 
of fabulous workshops and a day of 
sightseeing.   Click to Register Online
  

Musicplayonline.com 
More is being added each week to 
our online resource.  This week, 
look for Listening Resources Level 
1.  This will include movies of 40+ 
examples.  There are 1-5 movies 
for each example:  Composer, 
Concepts, Movement Ideas, Create 
Movement and Instrument Play 
Along.  I used several movies from 
the Carnival of the Animals this 
week with Grade 1 and 3, and the 
kids LOVED them!  

http://musicplayonline.com/ 

Apps and Digital Resources 

Apps 
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We've created SIX great apps for iPad or Google devices.  If you have a class 
set of iPads, volume purchasing is available for these apps.  LINK INFO
 

Note Name Smash!  New note naming app!  Only .99 USD
In this app, you choose the notes to practice.  Each note 
correctly named breaks a hole in the wall.  Name them all and 
the wall breaks!
  
Link to Note Name Smash in iTunes

Rain Rain Story -  is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem for students to 
accompany.  This app includes ear training activities 
and instrument exploration.   
  

Rain Rain Story - iTunes                Rain Rain Story - Google   
  

Note Name Match Game -  10 levels of Memory to match 
notes with their letter names.  Great for recorder students, 
piano lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match Game - iTunes            
 Note Name Memory Game - Google    

 
Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir 

This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler. The warm-ups in this collection are 
organized into five sets.  Each set includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of mid-
range warm-ups. 
  

Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - iTunes  
Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - Google 
  

Learn and Play Recorder has everything that you need for 
your beginning recorder classes.  
 Learn and Play Recorder - iTunes       Learn and Play 
Recorder - Google   
 

Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available for iTunes and 
Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs for two part 
soprano with optional alto. Naming notes is reviewed, now 
with interactive practice!  Counting music is reviewed, with 
an interactive name the note value activity. The full score 

with both regular alto and transposed alto for teachers to project is included. 
 
Learn and Play Recorder 2 - iTunes    Learn and Play Recorder 2 - 
Google 
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Workshops 
August 2016
Back to school workshops will give you ideas and inspiration for the new 
school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for the 
workshop - it's always a fun day with lots of ideas to start your year!
LINK to Register
  
Edmonton: Aug. 19       Calgary: Aug. 23         Toronto:Aug. 25-26
Southern Florida Orff Chapter - Saturday, Aug. 27th
  
Tuesday, September 13, 2016
Delaware MEA.   This will be the 50th state where Denise has presented a 
workshop!
  
Sept 17th
Atlanta Orff Chapter
  
Sept. 21-22-23
Mississippi MEA

Monday, October 10, 2016
NJSMA Elementary Music Division
Sessions to be chosen from the following:
1. Rhythm Instrument Fun
2. Sensational Singing Games
3. Listening Fun with Scarves, Tennis Balls and More!
4. Vocal warmups and energizers
5.  Developing the chld's singing voice
  
Thursday, October 13th
Halifax Kodaly/Orff Chapters
The focus of this day will be on the new streamlined curriculum, and fun 
activities to meet the outcomes in the new document.
  
Workshops with Denise are always fun and full of ideas!
email denise@musicplay.ca to request a workshop!
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