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Build Newsletter 16-06-26 Summer Reading for Music Teachers

16-06-26 Summer Reading for Music Teachers
  
August 2016
Back to school workshops will give you lessons, ideas and inspiration for the 
new school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for 
the workshop, and Denise is giving SubTub Plans for K-6 that are part of your 
workshop handout.
LINK to Register      Edmonton: Aug. 19       Calgary: Aug. 23         Toronto: 
 Aug. 25-26  (K-3 on the 25th and Gr. 4-6 on the 26th)
  
New at www.musicplayonline.com - many new interactive activities have been 
added this week!  Lesson plans for weeks 1-8 of Musicplay 1 are online as are 
the song activities for songs 1-25 of Musicplay 1.  Piano accompaniments for 
all songs in Musicplay K-2 have been posted!
  
Types of Voices - find this with song #2 

Mountaintop Monster in Musicplay 1 - 

Interactive Other 

Interactive Locomotor 
Movement Word Wall

Interactive non-locomotor 
Movement Word Wall

Drag the snail to show how the melody goes.  All 
Gr. 1 reading songs have this activity!

Choose instruments to accompany a song!

  

Summer Reading for Music Teachers
School is nearly done for our Canadian teachers, and summer holidays are 
beginning.  Here's an excerpt from "Taming the Anthill" by Jean Spanko to give 
you some fun reading to do this summer.
  
Taming the Anthill, by Jean Spanko
If you've never read this book, you should.  If you have read it, read it again. 
It's been around for a while, but the experiences of this teacher who got thrown 
into Junior High General Music will speak to you, whether you're a brand new 
teacher, or have been teaching 30 years.
Click to Link to Canadian Site               Download Book from US SITE
  
Chapter 3 -  LISTENING OVERVIEW

I Heard That Before
  
IT’S BORING!
  
Beethoven was a musical genius whose music touches our very souls. Yet eight 
out of ten junior high/ middle-schoolers will tell you that his music is boring. 
Why? The answer is complex, but it probably is infl uenced
by all the stuff muddling around in kids’ heads.
“I’ll bet everyone notices my nose.”
“I’ll just die if dad makes me get my hair cut.”
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“I wonder if we’ll beat Hillside today?”
“I’m starved. Oh yuk, this is pizza-dog day.”
Some texts suggest making the initial presentation of a listening lesson an 
uninterrupted playing of the music. I did. I also refereed a jabbing match, 
confiscated enough cosmetics to start my own discount store, and watched 
helplessly as The Flying Dutchman Overture lost to the fidgets. Bad idea.
It’s unfair to yell at your students for not listening properly if you don’t help 
them learn how to listen. Test yourself first. Play a recording of an unfamiliar 
piece in a style you are not terribly fond of. See how long you can sit perfectly 
still and concentrate. How long before your mind drifts and your body needs to 
move? Divide that by five and you’ll be close to the attention span of your 
students.
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On the first day you plan to present a listening lesson, have some music playing 
at a moderate volume as the class comes in. Anything middle-of-the-road will 
do. You’ll hear a few questions or remarks, but play deaf. Later in the period, 
when you’re ready to begin the listening lesson, ask a few questions about the 
music.
“Did it have a synthesizer bass or an electric guitar bass?”
“Can you hum the melody?”
“What instruments were featured?”
  

Let them sweat for a few seconds then announce that 
they were listening correctly; they were 
listening casually. The music was just a background 
for whatever they chose to do--visit, get out books or 
look out the
window. Ask the class to give examples of situations 
in which they listen casually. (Talk on the phone, 
do homework, ride in the car, shop at the mall.) Does 
it matter what song plays on the radio as you have 
your teeth worked on? Not really. Casual listening is 
barely listening at all. It is more a sound blanket to 

make us feel OK.
  

  
MOOD LISTENING
  
“Can you think of some situations where the music is designed to get us in a 
specifi c mood or feeling?”
  
Answers may come a bit slowly, but before long your list will include TV shows, 
movies, dancing, skating, maybe even church! We may not know it, but we are 
listening more carefully to this kind of “mood” music. If we weren’t, we wouldn’t 
get the variety of feelings we do from these activities.
  
Now it’s time to ask:
“What are some of the things music can do to give us different feelings as we 
watch TV, dance or attend a church or temple service?” Make a list of the 
answers for later use. Don’t announce it, but make your list in categories such 
as tone color, dynamics and tempo. Demonstrate mood
listening/feeling/responding by playing a march. Tell students to “let your
fingers do the marching--on your desk, not on your neighbor, thank you.” After 
a half minute of this tell them, “Let an arm and a foot join in.” Then, “Let’s see if 
your whole body can follow the beat.” Lead a spirited single fi le march around 
the room. (Be prepared to escort the fi rst few students out of their seats.) As 
the march nears the end lead students back to their seats. Follow with a 
discussion about why this was good march music.
  
CONCENTRATED LISTENING
We can also listen to music to enjoy it all by itself. Just listen. (This will come as 
a revelation to a few.)
Listen to what?
Start simply, no Beethoven yet. Name a Top 40 song and ask the kids to write 
as many of the lyrics as they can remember. (Offer a plus to any kid who brings 
in the complete lyrics the next day.) Next, play the fi rst verse
and chorus of the song and watch the concentration as they scribble away!
Here’s another approach. Play an excerpt from Tomorrow from the musical 
Annie. Ask the kids to count the number of times “tomorrow” is sung.
“That’s not very musical,” you say. True. We’re taking it in very small steps. But 
look what’s next.
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Play Tomorrow again. Ask students to draw the melodic contour of each 
“tomorrow” they hear. (Show them how.) When the excerpt is over, ask them 
which “tomorrows” have the same shape and which ones are
different. Ask if the difference was caused by the pitch or the rhythm or both. 
Now we’re getting somewhere.
  
Here are a few follow-up projects to go with your introduction of casual, mood 
and concentrated listening.
Casual
Carry a note pad around with you for one day. Make a list of every casual 
listening event that happens. Note the approximate length of each event.
Mood
Choose two events that will have mood music. Give examples of how the music 
helped you to have the specific feelings or moods you had.

Concentrated
Listen to two radio stations you do not 
usually listen to--fi fteen minutes each. 
List the names of the stations, the 
names of the pieces and the style of 
each (country, gospel, classical, rock, 
pop or jazz, for example).
Give three reasons you think the 
pieces are in the styles you say they 
are.
  
TIPS FOR SUCCESS
• Make your first listening session 
thirty seconds long. Have students 
time it.

• Keep the focus on musical sounds. A little historical perspective goes a long 
way in junior high.
• Make the “pleasure connection.” Connect listening sessions to a recall of 
pleasant and familiar feelings
whenever possible:
“I heard one of those on MTV last night.”
“That bass line goes just like the one in . . . .”
“They play that on the TV-5 weather. What is it?”
“It sounds like Star Wars but not quite. What’s different?”
• Do a few selections in depth. A big attraction of pop music is its familiarity. If 
Sam listened to Mozart as often as he does Van Halen, Mozart wouldn’t sound a 
bit strange. Choose a few quality pieces and use them several times each, with 
differing focus. By the end of the term these selections will be settled in.
• Beware of overload. When the papers start rattling, the desks begin to squeak 
and the noise level crescendos, stop! Don’t preach your favorite sermon, just 
stop. Switch to some other activity and resolve to make the next listening 
lesson shorter and clearer.
• Avoid the rock versus classical debate like the plague. You’ll lose. When 
they’re ready, the debate is one of preference for and comparison between rock 
and classical (or gospel or country or anything).
• Troubleshoot your disasters. Be honest. Had it been a rotten day anyway? 
Were you fully prepared or did the class have a chance to get distracted while 
you hunted for the record or sent Jane dashing to the office to run off 
worksheets? Junior high/middle-schoolers are little noted for their unmerited 
respect of the teaching profession. If you ask for trouble, they’ll give it to you! 
You can fool some of the people some of the time, but never an anthill full of 
seventh or eighth graders

COMING UP
The next three chapters feature examples of concentrated listening preparation 
and listening projects focused on tone color, form and style. Most of the 
worksheets are based on music from the RCA Adventures In
Music series, not because I think this is the ultimate collection, but because 
most of your districts have the records. Among other things, I am practical and 
realistic. I know you won’t be able to run out and buy $100 worth of
records featuring exotic listening experiences, no matter how profound the 
lessons might be.
  
Worksheets may be photocopied and used as is, but their primary purpose is to 
give you samples of the simple yet involving approaches to listening my 
students have prospered on in their fi rst concentrated listening experiences. 
Correct responses are printed in bold type next to the answer blanks or at the 
bottom of the form. If you photocopy the charts be sure to cover the answers 
first.
  
Click to Link to Canadian Site               Download Book from US SITE
  
  
New at musicplayonline.com!
- piano accompaniments for songs in Musicplay K-3 have been posted
- solfa tone ladders for all reading songs
  
Coming This Week to musicplayonline.com:
- lessons on accented beats
- Types of Voices lessons
- Show How the Melody Goes for Gr. 1 reading songs
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Coming Soon:
- lesson plans, song activity PDF files
- arrangements (piano are being posted this week, guitar, ukulele, Orff, 
Boomwhacker) for all songs:  right now only Little Tommy Tinker has 
arrangements posted.
  
Denise Gagne
denise@musicplay.ca
(blog) www.denisegagne.com
  

Contact Us 
Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax   1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our phones!)
 
Email:  tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

K Graduation

We Did it! 
Do you need a very cute song for 
kindergarten graduation? 

Single Song Kits include piano/vocal 
score, vocal reproducible and mp3s 
of performance and 
accompaniment.  The Single song 
kit for We Did It! also includes a 
class book to use for early literacy.
Link to Canadian site
Link for USA teachers
  

Artie & Denise 7th Annual 

Shakin it Up in Chicago! 
 July 6-8, 2016  Chicago 

Join Artie Almeida, Thom Borden, 
Dan Fee and Denise Gagne for a 2 
day elementary music conference 
that will give you ideas and 
inspiration for teaching your 
elementary music classes.  
Join Artie and Denise for the 7th 
annual summer symposium!  Two days 
of fabulous workshops and a day of 
sightseeing.   Click to Register Online
  

Musicplayonline.com 
More is being added each week to 
our online resource.  This week, 
look for Listening Resources Level 
1.  This will include movies of 40+ 
examples.  There are 1-5 movies 
for each example:  Composer, 
Concepts, Movement Ideas, Create 
Movement and Instrument Play 
Along.  I used several movies from 
the Carnival of the Animals this 
week with Grade 1 and 3, and the 
kids LOVED them!  

http://musicplayonline.com/ 

Apps and Digital Resources 

Apps 
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We've created SIX great apps for iPad or Google devices.  If you have a class 
set of iPads, volume purchasing is available for these apps.  LINK INFO
 

Note Name Smash!  New note naming app!  Only .99 USD
In this app, you choose the notes to practice.  Each note 
correctly named breaks a hole in the wall.  Name them all and 
the wall breaks!
  
Link to Note Name Smash in iTunes

Rain Rain Story -  is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem for students to 
accompany.  This app includes ear training activities 
and instrument exploration.   
  

Rain Rain Story - iTunes                Rain Rain Story - Google   
  

Note Name Match Game -  10 levels of Memory to match 
notes with their letter names.  Great for recorder students, 
piano lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match Game - iTunes            
 Note Name Memory Game - Google    

 
Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir 

This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler. The warm-ups in this collection are 
organized into five sets.  Each set includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of mid-
range warm-ups. 
  

Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - iTunes  
Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir - Google 
  

Learn and Play Recorder has everything that you need for 
your beginning recorder classes.  
 Learn and Play Recorder - iTunes       Learn and Play 
Recorder - Google   
 

Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available for iTunes and 
Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs for two part 
soprano with optional alto. Naming notes is reviewed, now 
with interactive practice!  Counting music is reviewed, with 
an interactive name the note value activity. The full score 

with both regular alto and transposed alto for teachers to project is included. 
 
Learn and Play Recorder 2 - iTunes    Learn and Play Recorder 2 - 
Google 
 

Fullscreen

Preview

Save

Save &
Schedule/Send

Back

https://volume.itunes.apple.com/ca/store
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/note-name-smash/id1078890184?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-rain-rain-story-app/id638746145?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.denisappstore.rainraingoaway&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/note-name-match-game/id693109355?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deniseAppStore.notename
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/vocal-warm-ups-for-singers/id597200553?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.singsys.vocalwarmups
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder-2/id850408047?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.recorder.v2&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.recorder.v2&hl=en


1/28/2018 MNB | Genie Template Editor

https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/my/newsletters/createnew 6/6

Workshops 
August 2016
Back to school workshops will give you ideas and inspiration for the new 
school year!  JW Pepper is providing choral music reading packets for the 
workshop - it's always a fun day with lots of ideas to start your year!
LINK to Register
  
Edmonton: Aug. 19       Calgary: Aug. 23         Toronto:Aug. 25-26
Southern Florida Orff Chapter - Saturday, Aug. 27th
  
Tuesday, September 13, 2016
Delaware MEA.   This will be the 50th state where Denise has presented a 
workshop!
  
Sept 17th
Atlanta Orff Chapter
  
Sept. 21-22-23
Mississippi MEA

Monday, October 10, 2016
NJSMA Elementary Music Division
Sessions to be chosen from the following:
1. Rhythm Instrument Fun
2. Sensational Singing Games
3. Listening Fun with Scarves, Tennis Balls and More!
4. Vocal warmups and energizers
5.  Developing the chld's singing voice
  
Thursday, October 13th
Halifax Kodaly/Orff Chapters
The focus of this day will be on the new streamlined curriculum, and fun 
activities to meet the outcomes in the new document.
  
Workshops with Denise are always fun and full of ideas!
email denise@musicplay.ca to request a workshop!
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