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New Online Resources!  Musicplay is becoming an 
online resource.  While we still have a lot of areas 
to complete, we're so excited about this resource 
that we're inviting you to use it for free!
Register and get free access until the 
construction is complete - new activities and 
resources are being added daily! 
www.MusicplayOnline.com
  

  Differentiation in the Music Class
by Denise Gagne

Integration of special needs students into the regular classroom is 
the norm today.  We can have a wide range of abilities and 
behaviors in every class that we teach.  Most districts now require 
that we include options for differentiation in our lessons.
  
Some areas of music learning are easier to provide differentiation 
than others.  In the Orff ensemble, the child with limited abilities 
can be given an easier part to play, or an instrument that isn't as 
crucial to the ensemble as the bass part.   In written work, the 
child with special needs could have an aide scribe for them, or 
could be assigned fewer questions.  Many special needs children 
love to sing and move and little differentiation is needed for these 
activities.
  
The one activity that will challenge teachers is teaching the 
recorder.  The Recorder Resource Kit (or the Learn and Play 
Recorder App) is sequenced for student success.  

The notes are introduced:  BAG ED 
C'D' F C.  Most kids are successful 
reading and playing BAG, but as more 
notes are introduced, invariably you 
lose a few.  As a teacher, watch for the 
student who is looking at another 
child's fingers instead of looking at the 
notation.  This is the indicator that 
they are no longer keepin up with the 
class.  When that happens, consider 
giving them the "Kids notes" version 

of the songs to play - the letter names are embedded on the note 
heads.  

This accommodation 
makes it possible for 
your struggling 
readers to keep up 
with the class.  It's 
much better than 
allowing them to 
pencil in letter 
names.  If they pencil 
in letter names all 
they read is the 

letters.  With the "kids notes" they see the placement of the note 
on the staff and read the rhythms.

I had a down syndrome student from Gr. 1-5 and he was a 
wonderful singer.  But the fine muscle co-ordination needed to 
play the recorder was really difficult for him.  If I taped the 
thumb hole at the back of the recorder closed, he was able to play 
Just B, Just A and Just G.  But reading and changing fingers was 
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Workshops 

  
Denise Gagne does many 
workshop sessions each 
year!   Some of her sessions 
include
Dollar Store Diva - Hands 
on learning engages, inspires 
and motivates children as 
well as providing assessment 
opportunities for teachers. In 
this session, Denise will 
share her favorite “toys” for 
teaching music, and mini-
lessons using the toys. Come 
and be playful with puppets, 
rhythm bags, flash cards, 
hand staff, floor staff, 
melody bags, pointing 
pages, cookie sheets, 
skipping ropes, chopsticks, 
paper plates, bugs, and 
more. Digital resources and 
APPs as teacher visuals in 
conjunction with student 
manipulatives will also be 
shared. Music literacy is fun!
  
Centers in the Music 
Room
In this session, participants 
will get to try activities that 
work well as centers in the 
music room. Activities to 
teach rhythm, dynamics,
tempo, note names, 
recorder, composing and 
listening
will be included in this 
session. You’ll see how 
children
can be engaged and 
directing their own learning.
Suggestions for assessment 
will be included in this
session.
  
  
Favorite Storybooks in the 
Music Classroom:
Music can be used to 
enhance and accompany 
children’s
stories. You’ll have a lot of 
fun dramatizing the stories
and creating 
accompaniments for 
children’s classics.
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too much.  After the class moved past Just G, I filled a tub with 
interesting non-pitched instruments:  finger cymbals, triangles, 
cabassa, guiro, tone blocks, etc.  My student could read rhythms, 
so we'd choose a non-pitched instrument for him to play while the 
rest of the class played recorders.  Most classes, one of the more 
advanced students would play with him - they enjoyed the change. 
 Sometimes if a student forgot their recorder, they'd play non-
pitched for the day.
  
Projecting the notation is another way to accommodate students. 
 When you project, you can help students track the notes ensuring 
that they are correctly following the music.  The Recorder Kit 
PowerPoints (Digital Resources) include PowerPoints, PDF files 
and movies of the music.  Choose the format that works the best 
in your classroom and project your notation!

  
  
  
  
 
Recently I received 

an email from a teacher who had a combined 
grade 4/5 class.  The grade 5 students were 
excellent recorder players and the grade 4 
students were just beginning.  So, my assistant 
and I worked on duet parts for the Recorder 
Resource Kit and emailed her the duet parts.  Part 
2 is more challenging for the grade 5 students, 
and Part 1 is the melody line that is currently in 
the Recorder Resource Kit.  I posted this on the 
Musicplay Teachers Group on Facebook, and have 
sent the duets out to teachers who emailed me a 
photo of their Recorder Resource Teacher's guide. 
 (the cover is shown above)  If you own the 
Recorder Kit and you'd like to receive the duet 
parts, send me an email 
(denisegagne1@gmail.com) with a photo of your 
Recorder Kit and I'll send you the duets.  

  
If you don't have the Kit, it's 
one of the best teaching 
tools you'll find!
Link to Order Canada
  
Link to Order USA
  
 
 

The 
Student 
Recorde
r 
package 
is still 
$10! 
(With 
drop in 
Cdn 

dollar, this may change next year) This includes 
the student book, CD to practice with and a 
Handel 2 piece recorder.  Students practice more 
and practice more effectively with the 
accompaniment, either by using the CD or by 
downloading the Learn and Play Recorder App. 
 Parents are less likely to make the kids practice 
in the garage or in the bathroom if they are 
playing with accompaniment!
 

The book, Music in the 
Inclusive Classroom gives 
additional ideas and 
strategies for 
accommodating special kids 
in your music classes.
Link (Canada)
  
Link (USA)
 
If you have more ideas for 
accommodating special 

needs students, please share in the Musicplay 
Teacher's group on Facebook or send me an 
email!
(denisegagne1@gmail.com)
  

Resources 

What is new at 
Themes?
  
EASY UKULELE 
SONGS
  

Easy 
Ukulele 
Songs 
Teacher’s 
Guide (C) 
is an 
excellent 
song 
collection 

to teach young beginners to 
sing and strum on the 
ukulele. The collection 
includes 32 folk songs with a 
performance/accompaniment 
CD, projectables, chord 
charts, reproducible student 
lyrics pages, and links to 
easy pop songs to play along 
with.  The first 15 songs use 
just one chord.  The next 15 
songs are very easy two 
chord songs, and there are 
two songs that use three 
chords. #EUKETG  $25/$30
  
  
FESTIVALS AND 
HOLIDAYS
  

Festivals 
and 
Holidays 
is a 
musical 
revue 
exploring 
celebratio
ns around 
the world. 

The songs are unison or easy 
two part suitable for 
classroom or choir, and 
staging is simple. Perform all 
12 songs, or use just a few. 
Songs include They’re 
Celebrating Next Door, 
Oshogatsu (Japan), Carnival 
(Brazil), The Festival of 
Lanterns (Korea), Alleluia 
(Spain), 
Oktoberfest/Kinderpolka 
(Germany), St. Lucy Day 
(Croatia), Happy Diwali 
(India), Hanukkah, the 
Festival of Lights, December 
6 is a Holiday (Belgium), 
Christmas in Greece is a 
Joyful Time, It’s Christmas 
Time in a Country Way 
(Nashville). The book/CD 
includes 
performance/accompaniment 
tracks, piano/vocal score, 
reproducible script and 
vocals, and projectable PDF 
with audio links. $25/$30
http://musicplay.ca/
 
  
CHARACTER TRAITS

Character 
Traits is a 
musical 
revue that 
teaches 
about 
character 
through use 

of magical hats.  Jennifer 
Lynn finds herself in the 
mysterious maze of “Life 
Situations”. By her side is a 
hat maker who has a box of 
magic hats. Each hat 
represents a positive human 
character trait that, when 
worn, empowers the wearer 
to demonstrate that 
particular trait. At the end of 
the maze she realizes she 
doesn’t really need to wear 
all six hats to be a better 
person. It is the character 
traits in her heart that 
matter most.  Songs include 
Responsibility, Courage, 
Integrity, Kindness, Self-
Discipline and Perseverance. 
 
The book/CD includes 
performance/accompaniment 
tracks,  piano/vocal score, 
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In the collection, “Shake it Up!” by 
Susie Davies-Splitter and Phil Splitter 
there is a great song to have 
children move to high and low sounds. 
It’s called “Let’s Get you Moving.”  
LINK to DOWNLOAD CANADA
LINK TO Shake it Up!   USA
  
Another great activity for exploring 
high and low with movement is to 
teach the children the dance, 
“Seven Jumps.” There is a great 

recording of this on iTunes by the Shenanigans.
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
Link to 

Poster Packs on Canadian Site - WWW.MUSICPLAY.CA
Link to Poster Packs on USA Site - MUSICPLAY.CA
 
I'd love to have your comments and suggestions of ways to stay 
healthy this school year.  Please join the Musicplay Teacher's 
Group on Facebook and post your suggestions.  Facebook Group  
 This is a supportive group of 2200+ music teachers who have 
great ideas!  Stay healthy and have a great school year!

The Musicplay K-6 
Curriculum is 
sequential, 
affordable and 
aligns with state and 
provincial curriculum 
from Texas to 
Ontario!  The 
Complete Digital 
Package includes
- teacher's 
guides/CDs
- Digital Resource
- Listening Resource 
Kits 1-5
- Smart Rhythms 1-2
- Recorder 1-2 
Digital
- Movement Songs, 
Shake it Up, 

Composing with Boomwhackers.
  
To learn more about this curriculum view our webcast: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqjsGcwAXwM 

While Musicplay is affordable, we realize that some schools have 
no budget at all except what the music teacher can fundraise for! 
 Apply for a grant to assist with the purchase of Musicplay!
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/category.aspx?
categoryID=32#grants
  
We've posted sample lessons with audio embedded and video 
links so you can try a weekly lesson for any grade.  We've also 
posted the correlations from Musicplay to the Texas TEKS - 100% 
alignment.
http://shop.musicplaytext1.ihoststores.com/custom.aspx?id=23
  

Great Apps for your Music Classes 

We've created SIX great apps for iPad or Google devices.  If you have 
a class set of iPads, volume purchasing is available for these apps. 
 LINK INFO
 

Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir
This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly 
Warmups" by Kerry Heisler.  The warm-ups in this 
collection are organized into five sets.  Each set includes a 

physical warm-up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of 
mid-range warm-ups.   NEW!!  Lower Price!   $2.99 US
Vocal Warmups - ITunes
 

Learn and Play Recorder has everything that you need 
for your beginning recorder classes.  
Recorder App ITunes
Recorder App Google

  
  

Learn and Play Recorder LITE is now available.  The first 8 
songs are free!
LINK to iTUNES

reproducible script and 
vocals, and projectable PDF 
with audio links.   #C26 
$25/30
http://musicplay.ca/
  
BULLIED

Bullied 
shows 
how 
bullying 
can occur 
everywhe
re, even 
on 

another planet! Bullied can be 
read in the classroom as a 
reader’s theatre or drama activity, 
or, if desired, it can be on stage 
as a scripted reading. Dargo and 
his two buddies are the school 
bullies throwing Jupiter dust in 
Towana’s face. The script 
explores why bullying happens 
and strategies that the bullied 
can use. Songs include It Hurts, 
Alone Is The Game I Play, 
Nobody Likes Me, Everybody 
Hates Me, We Have You By Our 
Side and Confidence Song. The 
book/CD includes 
performance/accompaniment 
tracks, piano/vocal score, 
reproducible script and vocals, 
and projectable PDF with audio 
links.
http://musicplay.ca/
  
  
Easy Music Theory

Easy Music 
Theory is a 
music theory 
book for 
beginning 
band, choral, 
general 

music classes or for teachers 
who teach private lessons.  A 
class set of 25 is only $100 - 
$4 each.  You can't photocopy 
a set of theory worksheets for 
$4!  The teacher's guide 
includes multiple choice tests 
that correlate to the sections 
of the student books - your 
assessment is done for you!
 
  
Easy Guitar Songs - 
Teacher's Guide and Student 
Books
  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
The 
Easy 
Guitar 
Teache
r's 
Guide 

and Student Book  
is a great song collection to 
teach young beginners to 
sing and strum on the guitar. 
 The teacher's Guide includes 
introduction to guitar, music, 
lyrics, chords and chord 
charts. It includes 25 folk 
songs with perf/acc CD, 
Digital Resources.  Kids want 
to play pop songs - so we've 
included  links to 25 very 
easy pop songs on YouTube 
that your students can play 
with.  Order a classroom kit 
for $100 that includes a 
teacher's guide and 25 
student books.  The student 
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LINK TO GOOGLE PLAY
  
  

Rain Rain Story -  is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem for students to 
accompany.  This app includes ear training activities and 
instrument exploration.   Rain Rain Story app  (iTunes)     

  Rain Rain - Google
  
  

Note Name Match Game -  10 levels of Memory to match 
notes with their letter names.  Great for recorder students, 
piano lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match Game (iTunes)                 Note Name 

Memory (Google)
  

 Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available for iTunes 
and Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs for two part 
soprano with optional alto.  Naming notes is reviewed, now 

with interactive practice!  Counting music is reviewed, with an 
interactive name the note value activity.
The full score with both regular alto and transposed alto for teachers 
to project is included.  
 Learn and Play Recorder 2 App (iTunes)     Google Play- Learn 
Recorder 2
 

books/CD are only $5  ~ you 
couldn't copy the book/CD 
for that!
  

  
 

Fullscreen

Preview

Save

Save &
Schedule/Send

Back

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder.lite&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-rain-rain-story-app/id638746145?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.denisappstore.rainraingoaway
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/note-name-match-game/id693109355?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deniseAppStore.notename
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder-2/id850408047?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.recorder.v2

