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2015 Workshops 

Help!  I Have to Teach Music!  Your "How to" seminar for 
teaching K-5 music classes!  Red Deer, AB  Aug. 18-19th, 2015 
9:30-3:30
Registration Info
  
Artie and Denise in Houston and Dallas!  Registration Info 

Dallas workshop in Sunday 1-8 and Monday 8:30-4:30
Dallas is getting very close to full - still space in Houston.
Houston 8:30-4:30 both days
  
2015 Back to School Workshops: (click on city for link)
Edmonton, Aug. 21st, King Edward Hall        
Calgary, Aug. 24, Christ Church
Choral Packets are being provided by JW Pepper!  
All in stock Christmas concerts will be at par - pay 
Canadian dollars, not US$   Come and try playing a 
ukulele!
  
Winnipeg August 25th
  
Toronto dates:  Aug. 27-28, 
  
NEW!!!  Learn and Play Recorder Lite is now available for 
iTunes and Google - first 8 songs are free!
LINK TO LEARN AND PLAY RECORDER LITE!

High-Low Manipulatives, Games, 
Songs and Activities

 
In our Kodaly levels classes, Lois Choksy taught that 
children may not be able to pitch match either because of 
production or perception problems.  Production problems 
occur when children get stuck in chest voice or they 
simply haven't experienced head voice.  Perception 
problems require assessment of whether the child can 
"hear" the pitches that they are supposed to match. 
 Checking whether or not children can tell if a sound is 
high or low is one way to assess their perceptive ability.
  
First of all, you need to help the children understand the 
meaning of high and low.  High and loud are often 
confused.  Kids hear parents say, "Turn the TV higher" 
when they mean "Turn the TV louder."
  
In Musicplay K-1 a variety of songs and activities help to 
define high-low.  Song #2, Mountaintop Monster has the 
children rapping in a low voice and then in a high voice. 
The GREAT BIG monster is the low voice and the teeny 
tiny monster is the high voice.  (Teach or review that 
BIG instruments have low voices and small instruments 
high voices)  Experiencing high-low by chanting or rapping 
is a good first step towards perceiving high-low.
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

(Slides are from Musicplay 1 Digital Resources)

Contact  

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax

1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  
tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

Workshops 

  
 Artie and Denise 
2015
July 26, 27, 2015 Dallas
July 31 - Aug. 1, 2015 
Houston
Register 
at www.musicplay.ca
  
2015 Back to School 
Workshops: 
(click on city for link)
Edmonton, Aug. 21st, King 

Edward Hall     
   
Calgary, Aug. 24, Christ 

Church
  
Winnipeg August 25th
  
  
Toronto - Aug.27-28 
Rexdale Alliance Church
Toronto dates:  Aug. 27-28,
  
Choral Packets are being provided 
by JW Pepper!  
All in stock Christmas concerts 
will be at par - pay Canadian 
dollars, not US$   Come and try 
playing a ukulele!
  
SUMMER COURSES
Kodaly Summer 
Institute, U Victoria
July 6-17, 2015
LINK to UVIC INFO

Email prandall@uvic.ca
  
  
Kodaly Level 1 at 
University of Alberta, 
Edmonton  July 6-17
Ardelle Ries and Jody Stark
U of Alberta Summer Music 

Academy Info
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http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-38
http://shop.musicplaytext1.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-31
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-32
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder-lite/id964395964?mt=8
http://www.musicplay.ca/
http://www.musicplay.ca/
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-31
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-32
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/prod/kodaly/index.aspx
http://www.elementaryed.ualberta.ca/MusicAcademy.aspx
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If you don't have the Musicplay 1 Digital Resources, you 
can view the song online at our new online resource: 
www.musicplayonline.com  We are posting the first 5 
songs of each grade level as a "sample" of what is going 
to be offered on this website. The log-in is "guest" and 
the Password is 1234.  About 60% of the content is now 
posted, so come back often to see the site grow!
  
In the Listening Kit 1, environmental sounds are played 
and the children try to identify them and decide if they 
are high or low.  The Listening Kit 1 Digital Resource 
gives you really nice projectables to do this activity with 
the students.

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
To assess individual students ability to tell if a sound is 
high or low, you could give the students responders, play 
the sounds (in the Listening Resource Kit 1) and have 
them hold up the "high" responder if the sound was high 
and the "low" responder if the sound was low.  I'm going 
to copy my responders on different colored cardstock so 
that the high is one color and low a different color. 
 However, this photo of responders shows how easy it is 
to make them.  I'm going to post a PDF file of the high-
low responder template in the Musicplay teacher's group 
on Facebook.  
  
Responder Example        High~Low Responder Template

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

(You can email for the template if you don't have facebook. 
 I'm in Banff, but will answer emails!)  
  
  Our new site, www.musicplayonline.com will have many 
games and interactive activities to teach concepts.  When 
you log in (guest, 1234) select Grade 1, then the song 
"Mountaintop Monster."

  
 
  After you've taught the song, play the HighLow game! 
 If your students have iPads, they can play the game on 
iPad.  If you don't, you can play the game at your IWB, 
and students can hold up their high/low responder so you 
can assess if they are understanding the concept.
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Scholarships are 
available for Kodaly 
courses!
LINK TO SCHOLARSHIP
  
Information on Orff courses

Resources 

What else is new at 
Themes?
  

Ea
sy 
Mu
sic 
Th
eo
ry 
is a 
mus
ic 

theory book for beginning 
band, choral, general music 
classes or for teachers who 
teach private lessons.  A 
class set of 25 is only $100 - 
$4 each.  You can't 
photocopy a set of theory 
worksheets for $4!  The 
teacher's guide includes 
multiple choice tests that 
correlate to the sections of 
the student books - your 
assessment is done for you!
 
  
Easy Guitar Songs - 
Teacher's Guide and 
Student Books

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The Easy Guitar 
Teacher's Guide and 
Student Book  
is a great song collection to 
teach young beginners to 
sing and strum on the 
guitar.  The teacher's Guide 
includes introduction to 
guitar, music, lyrics, chords 
and chord charts. It 
includes 25 folk songs with 
perf/acc CD, Digital 
Resources.  Kids want to 
play pop songs - so we've 
included  links to 25 very 
easy pop songs on YouTube 
that your students can play 
with.  Order a classroom kit 
for $100 that includes a 
teacher's guide and 25 
student books.  The student 
books/CD are only $5  ~ 
you couldn't copy the 
book/CD for that!
  

  
 

APPS 

We've created SIX great 
apps for iPad or Google 
devices.  If you have a 
class set of iPads, volume 
purchasing is available for 
these apps.  LINK INFO
 
Vocal Warm-ups for 
Singers or Choir
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http://www.musicplayonline.com/
http://kodalysocietyofcanada.ca/events/scholarship-grants/
http://www.orffcanada.ca/teacher.html
https://volume.itunes.apple.com/ca/store
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Eac
h 
of 
the 
ga
me
s 

has a different theme.  In this game, each time you get 
an answer right, the boy gets another balloon.  If you 
get all the answers right, the boy floats away.
  
Summer is a great time to make manipulatives for the 
upcoming school year!  Summer newsletters will feature 
lessons using manipulatives to make for your classroom. 
 If you get an email requesting confirmation of your 
subscription, please click CONFIRM to continue to receive 
these great ideas and resources!
  
Denise
  
What's New?
FREE APP!   Learn and Play Recorder Lite will be in the iTunes and 
Google stores this week!  Your students can download the app for free, 
and play along with the first 8 songs of the Recorder Resource.
- a "next" button has been added to each song, so you don't have to go 
back and then select the next song.  This feature has been added to the 
Learn and Play Recorder App, so update your app!
- We've added an interactive note naming exercise and note value 
exercise to both Learn and Play Recorder app and Learn and Play 
Recorder Lite.  Update your app to add this feature.
  
Musicplay 5 Digital Resources - updates added!
If you have the Musicplay 5 Digital Resources, we've added solfege 
practice movies and have added a Poison Melody Game.  These movies 
are available for you to download at www.musicplayupdates.com   
You'll need to have your login and key that was on your packaging of 
the Digital Resources.  If you can't find this, email Denise at 
denisegagne1@gmail.com for your key and login.
  
Alphabet Action Songs
If you have a pre-2009 version of the book, send me an email and I'll 
send you new stories and 3 new songs.  I wrote a new song for F - Fin 
the Fish that is super fun!  I also wrote a song for soft G - George the 
Giraffe and a new O song - Ollie Otter.  email Denise at 
denisegagne1@gmail.com and request updates to the Alphabet Action 
Songs
  

The Musicplay K-6 
Curriculum is 
sequential, affordable 
and aligns with state 
and provincial 
curriculum from 
Texas to Ontario! 
 The Complete Digital 
Package includes
- teacher's 
guides/CDs
- Digital Resource
- Listening Resource 
Kits 1-5
- Smart Rhythms 1-2
- Recorder 1-2 Digital
- Movement Songs, 
Shake it Up, 
Composing with 
Boomwhackers.
  

To learn more about this curriculum view our webcast: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqjsGcwAXwM 

While Musicplay is affordable, we realize that some schools have no 
budget at all except what the music teacher can fundraise for! 
 Apply for a grant to assist with the purchase of Musicplay!
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/category.aspx?
categoryID=32#grants
  

This app is 
based on the 
warmups book, 
"Strictly 

Warmups" by Kerry Heisler. 
 The warm-ups in this 
collection are organized 
into five sets.  Each set 
includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then 
five minutes of a variety of 
mid-range warm-ups. 
Vocal Warmups - ITunes
 

Learn and 
Play 
Recorder has 
everything that 

you need for your 
beginning recorder classes. 
 
Recorder App ITunes
Recorder App Google
  
  

Learn and Play 
Recorder LITE is 
now available. 
 The first 8 

songs are free!
LINK to iTUNES
  
LINK TO GOOGLE PLAY
  
  
  

Rain Rain 
Story -  is a 
sound story 
book that uses 

the Rain Rain Go Away 
song, and a poem 
for students to accompany. 
 This app includes ear 
training activities and 
instrument exploration. 
  Rain Rain Story app  
(iTunes)       Rain Rain - 
Google
  
  

Note Name 
Match Game - 
 10 levels of 
Memory to 

match notes with their 
letter names.  Great for 
recorder students, piano 
lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match 
Game (iTunes)               
  Note Name Memory 
(Google)
  

 Learn and 
Play Recorder 
2 is now 
available for 

iTunes and Android devices!
This app gives your 
recorder players 24 songs 
for two part soprano with 
optional alto.  Naming 
notes is reviewed, now with 
interactive practice! 
 Counting music is 
reviewed, with an 
interactive name the note 
value activity.
The full score with both 
regular alto and transposed 
alto for teachers to project 
is included.  
 Learn and Play Recorder 2 
App (iTunes)     Google 
Play- Learn Recorder 2
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqjsGcwAXwM
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/category.aspx?categoryID=32#grants
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/vocal-warm-ups-for-singers/id597200553?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder-lite/id964395964?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder.lite&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-rain-rain-story-app/id638746145?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.denisappstore.rainraingoaway
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/note-name-match-game/id693109355?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deniseAppStore.notename
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder-2/id850408047?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.recorder.v2
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We've posted sample lessons with audio embedded and video links 
so you can try a weekly lesson for any grade.  We've also posted 
the correlations from Musicplay to the Texas TEKS - 100% 
alignment.
http://shop.musicplaytext1.ihoststores.com/custom.aspx?id=23
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