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Build Newsletter 15-05-27 Report Card Comments

15-05-27 Report Card Comments
2015 Workshops 

Help!  I Have to Teach Music!  Your "How to" seminar for 
teaching K-5 music classes!  Red Deer, AB  Aug. 18-19th, 2015 
9:30-3:30
Registration Info
  
Artie and Denise in Houston and Dallas!  Registration Info 

Dallas workshop in Sunday 1-8 and Monday 8:30-4:30,
Houston 8:30-4:30 both days
  
2015 Back to School Workshops: (click on city for link)
Edmonton, Aug. 21st, King Edward Hall        
Calgary, Aug. 24, Christ Church
Choral Packets are being provided by JW Pepper!  
All in stock Christmas concerts will be at par - pay 
Canadian dollars, not US$   Come and try playing a 
ukulele!
  
Winnipeg August 25th
  
Toronto dates:  Aug. 27-28, 
  
NEW!!!  Learn and Play Recorder Lite is now available for 
iTunes and Google - first 8 songs are free!
LINK TO LEARN AND PLAY RECORDER LITE!

Report Card Comments
Some or our American teachers will be finishing school this week, but 
for many teachers you are into the home stretch and looking forward 
to the end of the school year.
Report cards are not anyone's favorite job, but it's important to 
communicate how the students have progressed in music.  If we don't 
assess, evaluate and report on what we've taught, it's possible that 
parents will look at music as a "frill" or "something extra" that we do 
if we have time, and not as a subject area that's really valuable to our 
students.
  
A teacher in the Musicplay Teacher's Group on Facebook asked for 
samples of report card comments, so I've gathered some samples for 
you to peruse.  Every district (and sometimes every school) has a 
different reporting policy.  Some allow and encourage lengthy 
comments, and some limit you to just 1-2 sentences.  Here are some 
categorized comments:
  
Attitude
The student:

is an enthusiastic learner who seems to enjoy music class.

exhibits a positive outlook and attitude in the music classroom.

is a positive influence on other students in music class.

participates with enthusiasm when singing

participates with enthusiasm when playing instruments

shows enthusiasm for music classroom activities.

volunteers ideas and suggestions in musical activities

strives to always do their best in music class.

is committed to doing their best in music class

enjoys problem solving and challenges in music class.

takes responsibility for their learning in music class.

Behavior

Contact  

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax

1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  
tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

Workshops 

  
 Artie and Denise 
2015
July 26, 27, 2015 Dallas
July 31 - Aug. 1, 2015 
Houston
Register 
at www.musicplay.ca
  
2015 Back to School 
Workshops: 
(click on city for link)
Edmonton, Aug. 21st, King 

Edward Hall     
   
Calgary, Aug. 24, Christ 

Church
  
Winnipeg August 25th
  
  
Toronto - Aug.27-28 
Rexdale Alliance Church
Toronto dates:  Aug. 27-28,
  
Choral Packets are being provided 
by JW Pepper!  
All in stock Christmas concerts 
will be at par - pay Canadian 
dollars, not US$   Come and try 
playing a ukulele!
  
SUMMER COURSES
Kodaly Summer 
Institute, U Victoria
July 6-17, 2015
LINK to UVIC INFO

Email prandall@uvic.ca
  
  
Kodaly Level 1 at 
University of Alberta, 
Edmonton  July 6-17
Ardelle Ries and Jody Stark
U of Alberta Summer Music 

Academy Info

Theme
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http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-38
http://shop.musicplaytext1.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-31
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http://www.musicplay.ca/
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http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?productid=W-32
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/default.aspx
http://www.uvcs.uvic.ca/prod/kodaly/index.aspx
http://www.elementaryed.ualberta.ca/MusicAcademy.aspx
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The student:

cooperates with the teacher and other students.

participates appropriately when playing musical games

transitions easily between musical activities without distraction.

is courteous and shows good manners in the classroom.

follows music classroom rules.

conducts themselves with maturity.

responds appropriately when corrected.

remains focused on the activity.

resists the urge to be distracted by other students.

is kind and helpful to everyone in the classroom.

sets an example of excellence in behavior and cooperation.

shows respect for teachers and peers.

treats the instruments with care and respect.

Participation
The following comments are leveled.
1 - Developing

Beginning to participate appropriately and actively in music class.  Requires 

frequent teacher reminders.

2 - Satisfactory

Sometimes participates appropriately and actively in music class.  Requires 

teacher reminders. 

  
3 - Proficient

- Participates appropriately and actively in music class.  Occasionally requires 

teacher prompts.

  
4 - Excellent

Participates appropriately and actively in all music classes.

Skills
The following comments are leveled.
1 - Developing

Beginning to perform some instrument and singing parts with teacher support

2 - Satisfactory

Can perform some instrument and singing parts with teacher support. 

3 - Proficient

Can perform instrument and singing parts.  Requires prompts from the 

teacher.

4 - Excellent

Can perform all instrument and singing parts independently. 

  
Concepts
The following comments are leveled.
1 - Developing

With teacher support, beginning to read, write, and identify some grade level 

beat and rhythm concepts.

2 - Satisfactory

With teacher support, reads, writes, and identifies some grade level beat and 

rhythm concepts. 

3 - Proficient

With teacher prompts, reads, writes, and identifies all grade level beat and 

rhythm concepts. 

4 - Excellent

Independently reads, writes, and identifies all grade level beat and rhythm 

concepts.

  
  
  

  
Scholarships are 
available for Kodaly 
courses!
LINK TO SCHOLARSHIP
  
Information on Orff courses

Resources 

What else is new at 
Themes?
  

Ea
sy 
Mu
sic 
Th
eo
ry 
is a 
mus
ic 

theory book for beginning 
band, choral, general music 
classes or for teachers who 
teach private lessons.  A 
class set of 25 is only $100 - 
$4 each.  You can't 
photocopy a set of theory 
worksheets for $4!  The 
teacher's guide includes 
multiple choice tests that 
correlate to the sections of 
the student books - your 
assessment is done for you!
 
  
Easy Guitar Songs - 
Teacher's Guide and 
Student Books

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The Easy Guitar 
Teacher's Guide and 
Student Book  
is a great song collection to 
teach young beginners to 
sing and strum on the 
guitar.  The teacher's Guide 
includes introduction to 
guitar, music, lyrics, chords 
and chord charts. It 
includes 25 folk songs with 
perf/acc CD, Digital 
Resources.  Kids want to 
play pop songs - so we've 
included  links to 25 very 
easy pop songs on YouTube 
that your students can play 
with.  Order a classroom kit 
for $100 that includes a 
teacher's guide and 25 
student books.  The student 
books/CD are only $5  ~ 
you couldn't copy the 
book/CD for that!
  

Know Your Note 
Names

Learning the letter names 
of the notes is a very 
helpful skill for students 
who are beginning the 
recorder.  
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OTHER FAREWELL SONGS
For a teacher farewell, the song "Teacher" in Sing 
and Play on Special Days is touching, and 
appropriate.  For students leaving, the song, 
"Without Dreams" is a lovely farewell song. 
  

  
This is a versatile collection of 
67 singing games, rounds, 
poems, songs with Orff 
accompaniments, and unison 
and 2 part /piano songs for 
special days in the school year. 
Whether you are looking for a 
song to perform at an 
assembly, or for classroom 
teaching materials, you will 
find this book/CD a valuable 
resource! 

Song Categories: 

Organizers   Fall   Thanksgiving   Halloween
Remembrance/Memorial Day    Christmas
Hanukkah    New Years   Chinese New Year
Groundhog Day   Valentine's Day  
St. Patrick's Day    Earth Day   Easter
Mother's Day   Father's Day   Volunteers
Teacher Retirements, Leaving and Graduation
School Song (the school name is left out so you can insert 
your school's name!) 

The complete collection is available as a download. 
($18) LINK TO DOWNLOAD IN USA SITE
  
If you're Canadian, LINK TO DOWNLOAD
  
  
What's New?
FREE APP!   Learn and Play Recorder Lite will be in the iTunes and 
Google stores this week!  Your students can download the app for free, 
and play along with the first 8 songs of the Recorder Resource.
- a "next" button has been added to each song, so you don't have to go 
back and then select the next song.  This feature has been added to the 
Learn and Play Recorder App, so update your app!
- We've added an interactive note naming exercise and note value 
exercise to both Learn and Play Recorder app and Learn and Play 
Recorder Lite.  Update your app to add this feature.
  
Musicplay 5 Digital Resources - updates added!
If you have the Musicplay 5 Digital Resources, we've added solfege 
practice movies and have added a Poison Melody Game.  These movies 
are available for you to download at www.musicplayupdates.com   
You'll need to have your login and key that was on your packaging of 
the Digital Resources.  If you can't find this, email Denise at 
denisegagne1@gmail.com for your key and login.
  
Alphabet Action Songs
If you have a pre-2009 version of the book, send me an email and I'll 
send you new stories and 3 new songs.  I wrote a new song for F - Fin 
the Fish that is super fun!  I also wrote a song for soft G - George the 
Giraffe and a new O song - Ollie Otter.  email Denise at 
denisegagne1@gmail.com and request updates to the Alphabet Action 
Songs.

  

The Musicplay K-6 Curriculum is sequential, affordable and aligns 
with state and provincial curriculum from Texas to Ontario!  To learn 
more about this curriculum view our webcast: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QqjsGcwAXwM 

While Musicplay is affordable, we realize that some schools have no 
budget at all except what the music teacher can fundraise for! 
 Apply for a grant to assist with the purchase of Musicplay!
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/category.aspx?
categoryID=32#grants
  
We've posted sample lessons with audio embedded and video links 
so you can try a weekly lesson for any grade.  We've also posted 
the correlations from Musicplay to the Texas TEKS - 100% 
alignment.
http://shop.musicplaytext1.ihoststores.com/custom.aspx?id=23
  

Includes 50 reproducible 
pages of kid-tested 
activities to help your 
students learn their note 
names in the treble and 
bass clef. A wide variety of 
reproducible activities are 
included: create a word, 
matching, silly stories, 
crosswords, games and 
flashcards.
  
$10 Recorder Packages
For our Canadian Teachers, 
we still offer the $10 
Recorder Package - a 
Handel or a Yamaha 
Recorder, The Recorder 
Resource Student Book 
AND CD
- order 10+ Packages and 
we pay the tax and 
shipping.  With the drastic 
change in the US dollar, we 
may have to increase 
prices, but we're hoping to 
keep the $10 package 
available as long as 
possible!
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Link to $10 Package 
- HANDEL GERMAN 
RECORDER 
Link to $10 Package 
- Yamaha Baroque Recorder
Recorders, Books and other 
packages are available! 
Visit www.musicplay.ca and 
select Recorders.
 
 
LINK to FREE 
RESOURCES:  Jan. 25 Free 
Recorder Resources!

APPS 

We've created SIX great 
apps for iPad or Google 
devices.  If you have a 
class set of iPads, volume 
purchasing is available for 
these apps.  LINK INFO
 

Vocal Warm-
ups for Singers 
or Choir
This app is 

based on the warmups 
book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler.  The 
warm-ups in this collection 
are organized into five 
sets.  Each set includes a 
physical warm-up, breath 
awareness, then five 
minutes of a variety of mid-
range warm-ups. 
Vocal Warmups - ITunes
 

Learn and 
Play 
Recorder has 
everything that 

you need for your 
beginning recorder classes. 
 
Recorder App ITunes
Recorder App Google
  
  

Learn and Play 
Recorder LITE is 
now available. 
 The first 8 

songs are free!
LINK to iTUNES
  
LINK TO GOOGLE PLAY
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https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/vocal-warm-ups-for-singers/id597200553?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder-lite/id964395964?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder.lite&hl=en
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Workshops with Denise Gagne are always fun and very practical.  If 
you're coming to TMEA this year, plan to attend the showcase 
sessions with Denise on Thursday/Friday - I'll be sharing different 
 lessons from Musicplay.  I look forward to seeing you there!
  

  
6th Annual Artie and Denise Music 

Symposium
  

July 26, 27, 2015 Dallas ~ MCM Eleganté Hotel & Suites 
July 26th will be from 1:00-7:00, and July 27th from 9:00-4:30
July 31 - Aug. 1, 2015 Houston ~ Holiday Inn 
Intercontinental Airport
 
Join Artie Almeida and Denise Gagne for a 2 day elementary music 
conference that will give you ideas and inspiration for teaching your 
elementary music classes.   

Clinics will be chosen from:
 
Artie Almeida  
* Sing! Sing! Sing! Song based games & lessons  
* Kid Stix and Drum Fun  
* Exploring the Instruments of the Orchestra 
* Chutes and Ribbons and Scarves, Oh My!  
* Concept Collage (1 and 2)  
* Hooked on Books  
* Singing Fun and Games  
* More Mallet Madness  
* Fun Foundations for Recorder  
* AND MORE!
Denise Gagne 
* Singing Games that Teach! 
* APPs your students will love 
* Sing me a Story - Storybook Fun! 
* Rhythm instrument Fun 
* Ukelele and Guitar is Fun!!! 
* Listening Fun 
* Assessment Made Easy 
* Choral repertoire for Young Choirs 
* Easy dances for the music class! 
* AND MORE!
 
Cost:  $150 for workshop handouts -   Teachers will receive one grade 
level of Musicplay Digital Resources as part of their handouts!  Videos of 
the workshop will be made available to all participants.
 
Register Online at www.musicplay.ca

Recorders 

There's still lots of time to start recorders with your 
students.  Our recorders are still $6 for the Handel and $7 
for a Yamaha.  If you order 10+ we will include the cost of 
the tax and the shipping.
 
Our $10 package includes either a Handel or a Yamaha 
recorder, The Recorder Resource student book and CD.
 

Recorder Resource Kit  - the best 
resource for teaching recorder!  Includes
- reproducible student pages with regular 
notes
- reproducible student pages with kids notes 
--- really helps weak readers
- CD

- note name flashcards
- mad minutes
 
Available as an app for students to use at home!
Learn and Play Recorder APP - iTunes and Google play
 
Piano/Orff accompaniments are available:
 

Recorder 1 Orff & Piano: 
 www.musicplay.ca (Canada)
 
Recorder 1 Orff & PIano: 
 www.musicplay.ca  (USA)
  

  
 
  

This kit includes 24 large (8.5 x 11) fingering 
charts and 20 note name flashcards (4.24 x 
5.5) that can be used with any classroom 
recorder program. The flashcards feature 
Baroque and German fingerings for soprano 
or tenor recorders. The flashcards are on 

  
  
  

Rain Rain 
Story -  is a 
sound story 
book that uses 

the Rain Rain Go Away 
song, and a poem 
for students to accompany. 
 This app includes ear 
training activities and 
instrument exploration. 
  Rain Rain Story app  
(iTunes)       Rain Rain - 
Google
  
  

Note Name 
Match Game - 
 10 levels of 
Memory to 

match notes with their 
letter names.  Great for 
recorder students, piano 
lessons, beginning band.
Note Name Match 
Game (iTunes)               
  Note Name Memory 
(Google)
  

 Learn and 
Play Recorder 
2 is now 
available for 

iTunes and Android devices!
This app gives your 
recorder players 24 songs 
for two part soprano with 
optional alto.  Naming 
notes is reviewed, now with 
interactive practice! 
 Counting music is 
reviewed, with an 
interactive name the note 
value activity.
The full score with both 
regular alto and transposed 
alto for teachers to project 
is included.  
 Learn and Play Recorder 2 
App (iTunes)     Google 
Play- Learn Recorder 2
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colored card stock and can be used as flashcards or 
displayed on a bulletin board. Activities, games, 
reproducible worksheets and a fingering chart are included.
  
Recorder Fingering Charts: 
 www.musicplay.ca (Canada)
 
Recorder Fingering Charts:  www.musicplay.ca  (USA)
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