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Build Newsletter 14-09-14 More Composition ideas

More Composing Ideas - Creating a Rondo 

WORKSHOP on COMPOSING!
There will be a workshop on Creating and composing in K-6 classrooms 
at the Indigo Hotel in Toronto,
Sunday, Sept. 21st
12:30 - 4:30 - cost is just $50
Register for the workshop at www.musicplay.ca
  

Northern Alberta Workshops
  
Tuesday - Sept 16 - Help!  I Have to Teach my Own Music!
http://www.learning-network.org/programs/register/1163

Wed -  Sept 17 - Music and Literacy
http://www.learning-network.org/programs/register/1157

  

Creating a Rondo
Why is teaching music so important for the students in our 
elementary schools?  One of the reasons (and there are 
many!) is that we can help students develop creative 
thinking in our music classes.  
  
A Rondo is a compositional form where there is a theme 
that repeats, and variations between each repetition of the 
theme.  In elementary classes, you can create a rondo by 
choosing a simple song, then have your students 
individually or in small groups create variations.
  
In Musicplay 2-5 there are songs that are included to use as 
the theme of a rondo.  One that I like to use is Time to Play, 
#16 in Musicplay 2.

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Teach the song by rote if your students are not reading 
music yet.  If they are reading ta, ti-ti and rest, have them 
read the rhythms of the song.  If you have the Digital 
Resources for Musicplay, you can project the song and point 
to the notes.  If you don't have the Digital Resources, write 
the rhythm on the whiteboard and have them read the 
rhythms.  Then have them read the words, or teach the 
words by rote.  
  
If your students can read solfege - la so mi and do - they 
could read the melody for the song.  If they don't read 
solfege, you could have them echo the solfa patterns that 
make up the song and teach them the hand signs.
  
If time is limited, you could divide your class into four 
groups:  woods, metals, drums, shakes and scrapes.  A 
good way to decide on the groups is to put a hula hoop on 
the floor with a basket of wood instruments inside - spoons, 
calves, rhythm sticks, tone blocks, wood blocks.  Send 5-6 
students to the wood section.  (Be sure you have 7 or 8 
instruments in the basket so there is enough for even the 
larger groups).  
  
Another hula hoop would have metal instruments - 
triangles, finger cymbals, cymbals, and tambourines if you 
wish.
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Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax

1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  
tvinfo@telus.net

Website:
www.musicplay.ca

Workshops 

Northeast Alberta
TBA - Sept 16, 17

Detroit Orff Chapter - 
Sept. 20
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
engergizers
2.   Dances and Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Stories and More

Toronto - Indigo Hotel
Creating & Composing
Sunday, Sept. 21
register at 
www.musicplay.ca

Langley, BC
October 24th
Fun for K-6 Music Classes
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
engergizers
2.   Dances and Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Stories and More
5.  Music for Choirs and 
Classrooms

BCMEA
October 25th
Sessions TBA

Early Learning Edmonton
Nov. 3, 2014

LMEA - Lousiana
Nov. 20-22
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Another hula hoop would have 7-8 drums, and another the 
shakes and scrapes - egg shakers, guiro, sandpaper blocks, 
cabassa, tambourines if you wish.
  
  
Have each group improvise for 16 beats as variations.  You 
should keep the beat on a bass xylophone (play an F C 
bordun) or on a drum.  So the form would be:
  
A - Sing the song
B - Woods improvise for 16 beats
A - Sing the song
C - Metals improvise for 16 beats
A - Sing the song
D - Drums improvise for 16 beats
A - Sing the song
E - Shakes and Scrapes improvise for 16 beats
A - Sing the song
  
If you had more time, you could invite the students to 
create and compose their variations using word rhythms or 
note squares.
  
For this song, the word rhythms could come from the 
names of instruments.  Divide the class into groups of 2-4 
students and have each group choose two instruments. 
 They would make up a word chain using the names of their 
instruments.  For example:
  
Drum, drum, shaker, drum
or
Finger cymbals, tambourines,  Finger Cymbals Tambourines
  
If their word rhythm is 4 beats long, they'll say it 4 times. 
 I like the students to say and play - this really helps them 
to understand the concept that rhythm is the "way the 
words go."
  
If their word rhythm is 8 beats long, they'll say and play it 
2 times.
  
The students could figure out the rhythm of their word 
chain.
Drum Drum shaker drum would be ta ta ti-ti ta
Finger Cymbals Tambourines would be ti-ti ti-ti ti-ti ta
  
If you have note squares, they could use them to notate 
the rhythm that they've chosen.  For the fall, every shipped 
order from Themes & Variations will include 10 sheets of 
note squares, ready to cut out and use in your classroom.
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
A third way to have the students compose variations would 
be to give them packages of note squares, and have them 
create a rhythm for 8 or 16 beats that they would play as 
the variations.
  
These are simple ideas to get your students started 
composing in the K-6 music classroom.  Share your 
students compositions in the Musicplay Teacher's Group on 
Facebook.
Musicplay Teachers Group
  
  

Workshops Available 

APPS 

We've created five great 
apps for iPad or Google 
devices.  If you have a 
class set of iPads, volume 
purchasing is available for 
these apps. 
  

Vocal Warm-
ups for 
Singers or 
Choir

This app is based on the 
warmups book, "Strictly 
Warmups" by Kerry Heisler. 
 The warm-ups in this 
collection are organized 
into five sets.  Each set 
includes a physical warm-
up, breath awareness, then 
five minutes of a variety of 
mid-range warm-ups. 
 
Vocal Warmups for Singers 
or Choir (iTunes)        Vocal 
Warmups for Singers or 
Choir (Google Play)
 

Learn and 
Play 
Recorder has 
everything that 

you need for your 
beginning recorder classes. 
 Use the app to teach in 
class, and give your 
students the link to 
download at home and 
practice!  Now available for 
android devices!  There is 
also an update for the 
iTunes version with 
interactive note naming 
and counting music.  Click 
on the links below for info 
on the apps!
 
 Learn and Play Recorder 
App (iTunes)     Now 
available for Google Play!

Rain Rain 
Story - for 
iphone, ipad or 
android 

devices.  This is a sound 
story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, 
and a poem that your 
students can create sound 
effects to accompany.  This 
app includes ear training 
activities and instrument 
exploration.   Rain Rain 
Story app  (iTunes)     
  Rain Rain - Google
  

Note Name 
Match 
Game - new 
app for iPhone, 

iPad and Android.  There 
are 10 levels of note names 
in treble clef and in bass 
clef.  Treble clef Level 1 is 
notes in spaces, Level 2 is 
notes on lines, Level 3 is 
notes on lines and spaces, 
continuing to get more 
challenging.  Players are 
timed to see how quickly 
they finish a level.
Note Name Match 
Game (iTunes)               
  Note Name Memory 
(Google)
  

 Learn and 
Play Recorder 
2 is now 
available for 

iTunes and Android devices!
This app gives your 
recorder players 24 songs 
for two part soprano with 
optional alto.  Naming 
notes is reviewed, now with 
interactive practice! 
 Counting music is 
reviewed, with an 
interactive name the note 
value activity.
The full score with both 
regular alto and transposed 
alto for teachers to project 
is included.  
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/MusicplayTeachers/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/vocal-warm-ups-for-singers/id597200553?mt=8&ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.singsys.vocalwarmups
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.learn.play.recorder&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-rain-rain-story-app/id638746145?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.denisappstore.rainraingoaway
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/note-name-match-game/id693109355?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deniseAppStore.notename
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Denise Gagne has taught instrumental, choral and 
classroom music from babies and preschool to College 
levels . She has degrees in music and education, as well as 
Level 3 certification in both Kodaly and Orff.  Denise has 
authored or edited many publications including the 
Musicplay K-6  elementary music curriculum.
 
Workshops are available with Denise.  She presents 
regularly for Orff and Kodaly chapters, provincial, state, 
national and international conferences.
 
Denise's workshops are always fun and packed with ideas 
for your classroom.
 
Denise does workshops for music teachers and for 
preschool-K conferences and for classroom teachers who 
have to teach their own music.

 Learn and Play Recorder 2 
App (iTunes)     Google 
Play- Learn Recorder 2
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