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Summer Reading for Music Teachers 

AUGUST WORKSHOPS 

I know you don't want to think about going back to school now, but I've 
had to organize locations and dates for my August workshops.
August 13    Winnipeg
August 18-19  Red Deer - Introduction to Musicplay K-3, Gr. 3-6
August 20  Edmonton  Back to School Fun!
August 25  Calgary - Back to School Fun!
August 27-28  Toronto  K-3 Ideas, Gr. 4-6 Teaching Ideas
Sept. 21-22 Toronto
Oct. 24  Langley, BC  Langley Fundamental School
More information on the workshops and online registration 
can be found at this link:  Musicplay Workshops
  

Summer Reading for Music Teachers 

All the Canadian teachers have finally joined their American friends on 
summer holidays!  It's time to relax, unwind and read some fun books. 
 If you like to include some reading about music teaching, here are a 
few books that you will enjoy.
  
Taming the Anthill by Jean Spanko
This is an oldy but a goody.  I've read this book several times and each 
time I realize how much truth there is in everything that she writes 
about.  Here's an excerpt from Chapter 1.
  
  
Hello, I’m Your Music Teacher
  

  
     Why didn’t someone warn me?  There I stood, waiting innocently for 
my first class of eighth graders, knowing they would share my 
enthusiasm for music.  Quietly  they would file into my room and await 
my wise instructions.  Gently, but firmly, I would guide them through 
the intricacies of a Beethoven symphony.  The few uncertain singers 
would match pitches with me and be thankful for my assistance.  We 
would marvel together at the genius of Mozart and easily create our own 
masterpieces on classroom instruments.
  
  
     “Begin with a familiar song,” said the methods book.  “Let’s see; you 
all know America, right?” 
Wrong!
  
 
  
“It’s too high!”
  
“I hate that song!”
  
“I’ve never heard it!”
  
     “Well, let’s give it a try anyway,” I pleaded.  Two or three kids made 
a feeble attempt which was lost amid the giggles of the rest.
  
     “Maybe a little louder?”  Everyone yelled. 
  
     Shaken but determined, I introduced the listening lesson.  “Switch 
topics if your presentation bogs down,” said the methods book.  The 
tone arm slipped out of my sweaty hand and skidded across the record 
with a rasp.  The class howled.  Time crawled.
  

  
I hereby apologize to those students who were victims of my first 
clumsy years of teaching.  They were left with a gaping void in their 
music education.  But, on the second thought, maybe they deserve their 
lack of culture in return for sabotaging so many of my lesson plans.
  
     It is now twenty years later.  I’m still teaching music and I actually 
enjoy it (except on Mondays).  Taming the Anthill is a collection of 
games, contests, discipline techniques (oops -- classroom management 
skills), and practical suggestions for introducing fundamental skills of 
singing, listening, music reading, composing and keyboard.  Oh yes, 
there are a few alka-helpers thrown in to help preserve your mental 
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Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
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Workshops 

Winnipeg, MB
Aug. 13, 2014
Fun for K-6 Music Classes
Location:  Victoria Inn
Time:  9:30-3:00
Session Topics:
1.  Get Them Singing
2.  Sensational Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Rhythm Instrument Fun
5.  Choir Music

International Hutterite 
Conference
Winnipeg, MB
Aug. 14th, 2014
Topics:
Fun for Music Classes

Cheyenne, WY
Orff Chapter Workshop
August 15-16, 2014
Topics Day 1:
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
Energizers
2.  Singing in Tune
3.  Sensational Games
4.  Listening Fun
5.  Rhythm Instrument Fun
6.  Introducing Recorder
7.  Reproducible Choral 
Music
Topics Day 2:
1. Vocal Warmups and 
Energizers
2.  Favorite Storybooks
3.  Explore Cultures 
through songs and games
4.  Dollar Store Diva
5.  Assessment Made Easy
6. Apps and Digital 
Resources
7.  Choreographed Wiggling 
or Choral
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health.  Some of the ideas in the book were developed from seeds 
planted by teachers older and wiser than I.  Other strategies have 
evolved in my classroom through trial and error, tears and love.
     You may possess but the newest piano in your district or the state’s 
finest stereo system, but until you create an environment in which the 
kids become your allies in the battle of musical wills, no plan of 
insurrection can truly flourish.  You’ve got to tame the anthill.
  
Here's a link to the book on the Canadian site - a download will also be 
available very soon!     TAMING THE ANTHILL
US Site:  TAMING THE ANTHILL (US)
  
  
  
The Artist within Me by John Jacobson
Published, Hal Leonard
This is a collection of short reflections - one for each day of the year. 
 Here is the reflection for June 27th:
Don't do it alone.
The very thing that makes us human is our interaction with other 
humans.  Seek out human beings who have similar needs (that would 
be all of them) and desires (that would be other artists, at least) and 
make them partners in your quest to rediscover your artistic self.
  
I guarantee that you are not alone.  In the end, yes, your art is personal 
and unique.  But the journey has been made before, all the way until 
the very end.  That's why we study the masters.  Follow in the footsteps 
of those artists who have gone before you, who do almost what you'd 
like to do.  Walk arm in arm with others in your generation who are on 
their journey.  At some point, and you will know, you sense the time for 
you to forge your own path and be the unique artist you are.  If life is 
500 miles, the first 499 are laid out for you.  That's when we learn. 
 That's when we have fellow travellers.  It's what you do with that last 
mile that will distinguish you.  But you don't have to rush to the finish.
This book is available from Amazon:  THE ARTIST WITHIN ME
  

Hope everyone has a wonderful summer!
  

Apps 

 
Class set of iPads?  You can get discounted 
prices on apps!
 
Paid apps and free apps on the App Store and Mac App 
Store are available for purchase in volume through the 
Volume Purchase Program. The client who would like to 
purchase the apps needs to enroll in the Volume 
Purchase Program. For more information please review 
the following link: https://developer.apple.com/programs/volume/
 
Music APPS for iPhone, iPad and Android !!!
 

Note Name Match Game - new app for iPhone, iPad 
and Android.  There are 10 levels of note names in 
treble clef and in bass clef.  Treble clef Level 1 is 
notes in spaces, Level 2 is notes on lines, Level 3 is 
notes on lines and spaces, continuing to get more 
challenging.  Players are timed to see how quickly 
they finish a level.

Note Name Match Game (iTunes)                 Note Name Memory 
(Google)
 
 

Rain Rain Story - for iphone, ipad or android 
devices.  This is a sound story book that uses the 
Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem that your 
students can create sound effects to accompany. 
 After many repetitions of the Rain Rain song, 
students can play an interactive game where they 
listen to short melodic fragments from the song and 
identify the melody map that best represents it. 

 They can try out different non-pitched instruments with the chant, and 
they can learn to play the melody of Rain Rain on a xylophone. 
 Students love this story and the related activities!   Rain Rain Story 
app  (iTunes)       Rain Rain - Google

 
Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir
We are thrilled to announce that 
our second app is in the itunes store!   This app is 
based on the warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" by 
Kerry Heisler.  The warm-ups in this collection are 
organized into five sets.  Each set includes a physical 
warm-up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a 
variety of mid-range warm-ups. A vocal model with a 

male and female vocalist to accompany the singers for the first 
exercises, then you or your group continue until the end of the exercise. 
 This is a great collection of warmups useful for elementary, middle 
school or high school choirs, or for solo singers.  This app is available for 
ipad, iphone and android.
 
Vocal Warmups for Singers or Choir (iTunes)        Vocal Warmups for 
Singers or Choir (Google Play)
 
 
If you haven't tried it yet,  our recorder app  Learn and Play 
Recorder has everything that you need for your beginning recorder 
classes.  Use the app to teach in class, and give your students the link 
to download at home and practice!  Coming very soon - Learn and 

Red Deer - Help!  I have 
to teach my own music!
August 18-19
August 18 - K-3
1.  Get Singing!
2.  Singing Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Rhythm Instrument Fun

August 19 - 3-6
1.  Vocal warmups
2.  Rockin' Rhythm
3.  Reading Music
4.  Engaging Listening
5.  Pop Music Ideas
6.  Choral Resources

Edmonton August 20 
Back to School Fun   
Sessions:
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
engergizers
2.   Dances and Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Stories and More
5.  Music for Choirs and 
Classrooms

Calgary - August 25th   
Back to School Fun
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
engergizers
2.   Dances and Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Stories and More
5.  Music for Choirs and 
Classrooms

Toronto - August 27-28
August 27 - K-3
August 28 - 3-6
(same sessions as Red 
Deer)

Northeast Alberta
TBA - Sept 16, 17

Detroit Orff Chapter - 
Sept. 20
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
engergizers
2.   Dances and Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Stories and More

Toronto - TBA
Sunday, Sept. 21
and
Monday, Sept 22

Langley, BC
October 24th
Fun for K-6 Music Classes
1.  Vocal Warmups and 
engergizers
2.   Dances and Singing 
Games
3.  Listening Fun
4.  Stories and More
5.  Music for Choirs and 
Classrooms

BCMEA
October 25th
Sessions TBA

Early Learning Edmonton
Nov. 3, 2014

LMEA - Lousiana
Nov. 20-22

Workshops 
Available 

Denise Gagne has taught 
instrumental, choral and 
classroom music from 
babies and preschool to 
College levels . She has 
degrees in music and 
education, as well as Level 
3 certification in both 
Kodaly and Orff.  Denise 
has authored or edited 
many publications including 
the Musicplay K-6  
elementary music 
curriculum.

Workshops are available 
with Denise.  She presents 
regularly for Orff and 
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Play Recorder for android devices!  We'll 
also have an update for the iTunes version 
with interactive note naming and counting 
music.

 
 Learn and Play Recorder App (iTunes)    
 Coming soon to google play!

 
 Learn and Play Recorder 2 is now available 
for iTunes and Android devices!
This app gives your recorder players 24 songs 
for two part soprano with optional alto.  Naming 
notes is reviewed, now with interactive practice! 
 Counting music is reviewed, with an interactive 
name the note value activity.
The full score with both regular alto and 
transposed alto for teachers to project is 

included.  
 Learn and Play Recorder 2 App (iTunes)     Google Play- Learn Recorder 
2

Kodaly chapters, provincial, 
state, national and 
international conferences.

Denise's workshops are 
always fun and packed with 
ideas for your classroom.

Denise does workshops for 
music teachers and for 
preschool-K conferences 
and for classroom teachers 
who have to teach their 
own music.
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