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Build Newsletter 14-03-13 Happy St. Patrick's Day

March 13, 2014         Happy St. Patrick's Day!

 
We're Goin' to Branson, June 12-14
Artie Almeida and Denise Gagne's 5th Annual Summer Symposium!!!    * Great location - bring 
your family! * Lots of Entertainment options for the evenings.   * Very inexpensive hotels!  ($62/night) 
  Register early - only 150 spaces.   Joining Artie and Denise will be Tracy King, Dan Fee and Karen Stafford!
To register for this 3 day workshop, visit  www.musicplay.ca
 
 

St. Patrick's Day Jig
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes & Variations

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax

1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  
tvinfo@telus.net
 

www.musicplay.ca
 

Theme
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Game 
Direct
ions: 
Have 

the class form a circle. Choose one child to be a leprechaun. The leprechaun 
marches around the inside of the circle. At the end of the second phrase the 
leprechaun stops in front of a child. They join hands and they “jig” - left heel 
forward, right heel forward, etc. The children in the circle should do a “sailors 
hornpipe” at the same time (fold arms and jig in place). Now two children march 
in the inside circle. They choose two more partners and jig again. Continue with 
four, then eight, until the entire class has had a turn.
 
A video of this game is included in the Musicplay Digital Resources.  For those of 
you who don't have the digital resources, I've posted a video on the Musicplay 
Facebook page.  Here is the link:  https://www.facebook.com/Musicplaycurriculum?
ref=hlhttps://www.facebook.com/Musicplaycurriculum?ref=hl
 
 If you don't do Facebook because of concerns about what your students may see, consider signing up using 
only your first and middle names.  Your students won't find you, you can choose only those people you want 
to connect with, and you'll have access to groups of teachers to share teaching ideas with!  The Musicplay 
Teachers Group is very active, and very helpful for teachers who have joined.  The difference between a group 
and a page is that anyone in a group can post questions, photos, videos etc.  Here is a link to the Musicplay 
Teachers Group: 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/MusicplayTeachers/https://www.facebook.com/groups/MusicplayTeachers/
 
 
This is from Musicplay 2.  There is another St. Patrick's idea in Musicplay 2. 
 
John John the leprachaun
Went to school with nothing on.
Teacher said, “That’s not fair!
Give him back his underwear!”

Join our new Musicplay 
Teachers group on 

Facebook!  It's become 
an active group with 

more than 600 members!
 

The Musicplay Facebook 
Page is also a great 
source of links and 

information.
 
 

Workshop 
Sessions 
Available
 
 Rhythm Instrument Fun   
 This session will give you 
tons of ideas for using non-
pitched percussion to add 
sound effects to stories, to 
enhance listening to classical 
music, and to enhance 
listening skills
 
Apps and Digital 
Resources for teaching 
Recorder  In this session, I'll 
review some of the really 
useful apps for teaching and 
practicing note names, 
rhythms, and for learning to 
play the recorder.  As new 
apps are developed all the 
time, this session is never 
the same way twice.
 
 
Developing the Child's 
Singing Voice  for helping 
children to find their singing 
voice.  Ideas include Melody 
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Suggestions:  Have the children take off one shoe and step the beat while they 
say the leprachaun poem. The foot with the shoe on will make a louder noise, and 
will emphasize that that beat is accented.Have the children take off one shoe and 
step the beat while they say the leprachaun poem. The foot with the shoe on will 
make a louder noise, and will emphasize that that beat is accented.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Ideas to 

Use with a simple poem:
1.  Create an Ostinato:
- Have the students think of an ostinato to say with the poem
For example:  Will you please be fair?  or  Leprechaun had nothing on!
- Choose non-pitched instruments and have half the class play the ostinato on instruments 
while the other half says the poem.
 
2.  Create an Accompaniment for the Poem with Word Highlights:
1. Teach the poem.
2. Play the poem on non-pitched percussion instruments. (Play the rhythm of the poem as 
shown above.)
3. Review families of classroom instruments: metals, woods, drums, shakes and scrapes Try 
playing the poem on each instrument family. Try playing one line 1 on metal, 2 on woods, 3 on 
drums, etc.
4. Have the class circle or underline words in the poem that they feel are the most important. 
In your class, students could use different colored markers to underline words.
5. Choose rhythm instruments, found sounds or body percussion for each highlighted word. 
Play and say the poem using all the rhythm instruments that you’ve chosen.
6. Just play the poem - think the words.
7. Decide on a final form. You could say the poem, say the poem with all instruments, say the 
poem with highlighting instruments, just play the poem with the highlighting instruments. The 
creators should decide on the form. As an extension to this activity, create a simple song using 

the Elephant, Three Little 
Monkeys, Seven Es, Posture 
reminders, to some fun and 
easy vocal warmups, you'll 
get your students matching 
pitch!
 
Listening Fun In this 
session you'll get tons of 
ideas for encouraging active, 
silent and intercom listening 
to jazz, blues and classical 
music.  I'll include quick and 
easy ideas that you can do 
with any piece of music, and 
ideas that will take several 
lessons to develop.  This is 
an active session with lots of 
participation.
 
Sensational Singing 
Games  Children LOVE 
singing games!  In this 
session, you'll learn singing 
games that teach many 
concepts, that will have your 
students engaged!  Games 
for your youngest students 
AND games for your older 
students will be included in 
this session.
 
Dollar Store Diva  What 
did teachers do before there 
were dollar stores???  In this 
session, some of Denise's 
best finds at the dollar 
stores will be used in several 
lessons that you can take 
back to your school and 
teach right away.
 
Assessment Made Easy - 
Quick, practical ideas for 
assessment in the 
elementary music 
classroom. In this session, 
Denise will present ways to 
assess the national 

Exit Fullscreen

Preview

Save

Save &
Schedule/Send

Back



1/29/2018 MNB | Genie Template Editor

https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/my/newsletters/createnew 4/6

the lyrics. When students have tried either rhythm ostinatos with a poem or word highlighting a 
poem as a class, it will be easier for them to try doing this with a group
 
 
 
Class set of iPads?  You can get discounted prices on apps!
 
Paid apps and free apps on the App Store and Mac App Store are available for purchase in 
volume through the Volume Purchase Program. The client who would like to purchase the 
apps needs to enroll in the Volume Purchase Program. For more information please review the 
following link: https://developer.apple.com/programs/volume/
 
 
Music APPS for iPhone, iPad and Android !!!
 

Note Name Match Game - new app for iPhone, iPad and Android.  There are 10 levels 
of note names in treble clef and in bass clef.  Treble clef Level 1 is notes in spaces, Level 2 is 
notes on lines, Level 3 is notes on lines and spaces, continuing to get more challenging. 
 Players are timed to see how quickly they finish a level.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/note-name-match-game/id693109355?mt=8
 

 
Rain Rain Story - for iphone, ipad or android devices.  This is a sound story book that uses 
the Rain Rain Go Away song, and a poem that your students can create sound effects to 
accompany.  After many repetitions of the Rain Rain song, students can play an interactive 
game where they listen to short melodic fragments from the song and identify the melody 
map that best represents it.  They can try out different non-pitched instruments with the 
chant, and they can learn to play the melody of Rain Rain on a xylophone.  Students love 
this story and the related activities!

https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-rain-rain-story-app/id638746145?mt=8
 

Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or Choir
We are thrilled to announce that 
our second app is in the itunes store!   This app is based on the warmups book, "Strictly 
Warmups" by Kerry Heisler.  The warm-ups in this collection are organized into five sets.  
Each set includes a physical warm-up, breath awareness, then five minutes of a variety of 
mid-range warm-ups. A vocal model with a male and female vocalist to accompany the 

singers for the first exercises, then you or your group continue until the end of the exercise.  This is a great 
collection of warmups useful for elementary, middle school or high school choirs, or for solo singers.  This app 
is available for ipad, iphone and android.
 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/vocal-warm-ups-for-singers/id597200553?mt=8&ls=1
 
 

standards. Songs, games 
and activities that your 
students will enjoy that can 
be used as assessment 
opportunities will be part of 
this session.
 
Literacy through Music 
Build vocabulary, fluency, 
pre-reading skills and more 
through music. In this 
session, you’ll learn 
fingerplays, action songs 
and singing games that are 
fun, and you’ll learn ways to 
use them to enhance 
language learning!
 
Centers in the Music 
Room In this session, 
participants will get to try 
activities that work well as 
centers in the music room. 
Activities to teach rhythm, 
dynamics, tempo, note 
names, recorder, composing 
and listening will be included 
in this session. You’ll see 
how children can be 
engaged and directing their 
own learning
 
Favorite Storybooks in 
the Music Classroom 
Music can be used to 
enhance and accompany 
children’s stories. You’ll have 
a lot of fun dramatizing the 
stories and creating 
accompaniments for 
children’s classics. 
(Mortimer, Up Up Down, 
Mmm Cookies, Rain Rain 
story, Loud/Quiet)
 
Favorite Songs for 
Classroom Singing In this 
session Denise will teach 
songs that kids in preK-
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If you haven't tried it yet,  our recorder app  Learn and Play Recorder has everything 
that you need for your beginning recorder classes.  Use the app to teach in class, and 
give your students the link to download at home and practice!

 
 https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
 
 
 

Coming soon - Recorder Resource Kit 2!
 

 
 

 
 

Musicplay Grants
 
Apply now to receive funding to assist with the purchase of K-6 music curriculum! 
 At Themes & Variations we are committed to providing quality affordable 
materials for teaching K-6 music classes. Our Musicplay K-5 curriculum with digital 
resources is just $1625, however we realize that funds may not be available for it 
in high needs schools.   We believe that all children have the right to a musical 
education, and Themes & Variations is providing funding to assist schools in 
acquiring the Musicplay K-6 curriculum for their students. Funding to provide 25-
100% of the cost of the Musicplay curriculum will be awarded to successful 
applicants. 
 
Guidelines
Schools may apply at any time for funding. The application may be completed by a 
principal, music teacher or classroom teacher who teaches his/her own music 
classes. Schools will be notified within 30 days of applying. Fill in the 
application.E-mail to tvmusic@telusplanet.net or fax the application to 1-888-562-
4647.  Reporting Requirements: Schools receiving grants must complete a brief 
questionnaire 6 months after receiving their curriculum.      Grants have been 
awarded to more than 150 schools!  (We will post a list online!)   Applications are 
available at www.musicplay.ca
 
Are you Doing Music Workshops?   - I'm happy to send out Resource Booklets 
and/or sample materials to anyone who's doing workshops for teachers using any 
Themes & Variations publication.  If you are doing a workshop, let me know if I 

Grade 3 classrooms love to 
sing. Songs will include 
action and fun songs, songs 
for holidays and some 
singing games and dances. 
This session is intended for 
classroom teachers, but 
music specialists are 
welcome to attend. Have fun 
moving and singing!
 
Dances and Singing 
Games for Music and PE 
Classes Dance and Singing 
Games are activities that 
students really enjoy in both 
PE and Music. In this session 
Denise will share some of 
her favorites for K-6 music 
and PE classes.F
 
Help!  I Have to Teach my 
Own Music!
If the teachers in your 
school have to teach their 
own music, invite Denise to 
give a session that will give 
them strategies for success! 
 You can plan a one day 
inservice for teachers or it 
may be possible to do this 
inservice over a period of a 
few days, having Denise 
work with the students 
modelling how to teach a 
music lesson.
 
At the end of the 3-5 day 
inservice, a performance 
would be possible.
 
 
 
Do you want a workshop 
that will inspire and give 
your Orff or Kodaly 
chapter many new ideas? 
 Contact Denise Gagne at 
denisegagne1@gmail.com
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can help you in any way.  I would love to have more teachers presenting 
workshops on our materials!
 
Would you like to do workshops?  
 
 
 

Suggestions   I'd love to have your suggestions for future newsletters.   This 
newsletter came from an email question, so send me an email if you have a topic 
for me. denisegagne1@gmail.com   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Free Materials
Are you using any of our 
materials (Themes & 
Variations publications) in 
your Holiday Concert, an 
assembly, or in your 
classes?  If you are 
performing any of Themes & 
Variations songs, send us a 
video of your concert, and 
we'll give you a credit of $25 
to be used towards purchase 
of the Musicplay Digital 
Resources.    We LOVE to 
see your performances of 
our songs.  (We must be 
able to post excerpts on 
YouTube
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