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Build Newsletter 14-03-01 Jazz on Recorder ?

Feb.4, 2014  Jazz on Recorder
 

We're Goin' to Branson, June 12-14
Artie Almeida and Denise Gagne's 5th Annual 
Summer Symposium!!!    * Great location - 
bring your family! * Lots of Entertainment options 

for the evenings.   * Very inexpensive hotels! 
 ($62/night)   Register early - only 150 spaces.
To register for this 3 day workshop, visit 
 www.musicplay.ca
 
 

Jazz on Recorder 
 

 Have your students been busy working on 
recorder karate belts?  In the Recorder 
Resource 1, the belt tests that I use are:
White belt Song #8, Hot Cross Buns (theme 
or variation)
Yellow belt Song #17, Skin and Bones
Blue belt Song #24, Hush Little Baby
Green belt Song #29, Ode to Joy
Black belt Song #35, Jingle Bells
 
In the Recorder Resource 2, I choose 4-5 
songs of increasing difficulty levels for my 
belt tests.
 
As students learn to play the recorder and to 
read music, it's important to also have them 
create their own music using the recorder.  In 
the Recorder Resource 1 (or the Learn and 
Play Recorder App) students begin creating 
early!  In Song #8 Hot Cross Buns, they are 
asked to create variations.  Students can 
improvise rhythms with Just B and can 
improvise simple melodies as soon as they 
know 2 or 3 notes.
 
A template is given in the Recorder Kit 1 to 
have students compose their own melodies. 
 I've had Grade 4-5 students successfully 
compose using this template.  
 
1.  Have the children write a 4 bar rhythm 
pattern using the top part of the template. 
Limit the students to using ta, ti-ti and rest in 
their rhythm.  This will ensure that their 
melody is playable. Encourage them to have 
their rhythm end with ta rest or ta ta so it has 
a final point.  
 
2.  Have them improvise using BAG E on their 
rhythm pattern using the recorder.  They 
must end on E or G.  I don't want students 
just writing letters - I want them to be 
creating a melody that they can play!  When 
they have an idea, they should write the 
letter names under the rhythms, and bring it 
to the teacher to check.  I play it and if it 
sounds great, they can notate it.  As their 
music editor, I might make some suggestions 
to make their melody sound better, but I try 
to let them have the final decision on edits.
 
3.  Students notate the rhythm on the staff.
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www.musicplay.ca
 

Join our new Musicplay Teachers group on 
Facebook!  It's become an active group with more 

than 600 members!
 

The Musicplay Facebook Page is also a great 
source of links and information.

 
 

Workshop Sessions Available

 
 Rhythm Instrument Fun    This session will give you tons 
of ideas for using non-pitched percussion to add sound 
effects to stories, to enhance listening to classical music, and 
to enhance listening skills
 
Apps and Digital Resources for teaching Recorder  In this 
session, I'll review some of the really useful apps for 
teaching and practicing note names, rhythms, and for 
learning to play the recorder.  As new apps are developed all 
the time, this session is never the same way twice.
 
 
Developing the Child's Singing Voice  for helping children 
to find their singing voice.  Ideas include Melody the 
Elephant, Three Little Monkeys, Seven Es, Posture 
reminders, to some fun and easy vocal warmups, you'll get 
your students matching pitch!
 
Listening Fun In this session you'll get tons of ideas for 
encouraging active, silent and intercom listening to jazz, 
blues and classical music.  I'll include quick and easy ideas 
that you can do with any piece of music, and ideas that will 
take several lessons to develop.  This is an active session 
with lots of participation.
 
Sensational Singing Games  Children LOVE singing 
games!  In this session, you'll learn singing games that 
teach many concepts, that will have your students engaged! 
 Games for your youngest students AND games for your 
older students will be included in this session.
 
Dollar Store Diva  What did teachers do before there were 
dollar stores???  In this session, some of Denise's best finds 
at the dollar stores will be used in several lessons that you 
can take back to your school and teach right away.
 
Assessment Made Easy - Quick, practical ideas for 
assessment in the elementary music classroom. In this 
session, Denise will present ways to assess the national 
standards. Songs, games and activities that your students 
will enjoy that can be used as assessment opportunities will 
be part of this session.
 
Literacy through Music Build vocabulary, fluency, pre-
reading skills and more through music. In this session, you’ll 
learn fingerplays, action songs and singing games that are 
fun, and you’ll learn ways to use them to enhance language 
learning!
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4.  Project the compositions and have all the 
students in the class play their new melodies. 
 If they end on G, accompany with G and D 
on a bass xylophone or metallophone.  If they 
ended on E, accompany with E and B.
 
This is a sample of a 4th Grade composition.
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Another way to approach composition is to have the 
students begin to improvise.  Jazz Cats Recorder and 
Blues Cats Recorder have authentic jazz and blues 
pieces with opportunities to improvise.
 

In Jazz Cats Recorder 
there are six pieces in 
different jazz styles. 
 Students have opportunities 
to improvise in each of the 
pieces using either a very 
simple set of notes (BAG) or 
a more complex scale - this 
is differentiated learning at 

it's finest.
 
 Dizzy’s BAG uses rhythms from the swing era of jazz 
(1930s and 1940s). The song is presented as an echo 
song, however, the echo can be replaced by individuals 
improvising on B A G. More advanced students may 
add low D E Bb and high D. 
 
Bossa Cat is in the style of a bossa nova. The Brazilian 
bossa nova became popular with jazz musicians in the 
early 1960s. The beginning soloists should use B A G 
while more advanced soloists can incorporate C and D.
 
Simba Samba is in the style of fusion jazz of the 
1970s and 1980s.  Beginners should use B A G and 
focus on rhythms more than moving melodic lines. 
More advanced students may add low D E Bb high D.
 
Dixie Cat is in the style of the first style of jazz 
Dixieland (1900-1930). The melody adds E to the B A G 
already learned. 
 
Winka Cat is a 12 bar blues done in the big band 
swing era style of the 1930s and 1940s.  The 
improvisation section is a good vehicle for practicing 
the B flat.
 
Cat Walk is in the style of the gospel influenced funky 
jazz style sometimes called rhythm and blues jazz of 
the late 1950s and 1960s. The rhythm is borrowed 
from the 1950s rock and roll. The solo section again 
features the B flat minor third blues.
 
Find samples from Jazz Cats Recorder at 
www.musicplay.ca
 

 Blues Cats Recorder has nine 
pieces in a variety of blues styles, 
again with opportunities to 
improvise.
 
1.  Cat's Meow uses just BAG in 
the melody.  It's a minor blues in 
the style of 1930s – 1940s swing 
era jazz.
 

2. Groove’s in the BAG uses BAG.  It's in the style of 
a blues rock shuffle.
 
3. Blue Moon Risin' adds low E - BAG E are used.  It's 
also in the style of a blues rock shuffle.  A beginner 
soloists uses BAG E.  The advanced soloist improvises 
using D E G A Bb B D'.
 
4.  Cat Mandoo is in the style of a blues rock shuffle. 
 The melody uses BAG E. The advanced solo uses 
DEGABbBD'.
 
5.  Rockin Blues Cat is a hard rock blues that uses G 
A B C in the melody and the beginning solos.  Advanced 
soloists use D E F G A B C' D' E'.
 

Centers in the Music Room In this session, participants 
will get to try activities that work well as centers in the 
music room. Activities to teach rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 
note names, recorder, composing and listening will be 
included in this session. You’ll see how children can be 
engaged and directing their own learning
 
Favorite Storybooks in the Music Classroom Music can 
be used to enhance and accompany children’s stories. You’ll 
have a lot of fun dramatizing the stories and creating 
accompaniments for children’s classics. (Mortimer, Up Up 
Down, Mmm Cookies, Rain Rain story, Loud/Quiet)
 
Favorite Songs for Classroom Singing In this session 
Denise will teach songs that kids in preK-Grade 3 classrooms 
love to sing. Songs will include action and fun songs, songs 
for holidays and some singing games and dances. This 
session is intended for classroom teachers, but music 
specialists are welcome to attend. Have fun moving and 
singing!
 
Dances and Singing Games for Music and PE Classes 
Dance and Singing Games are activities that students really 
enjoy in both PE and Music. In this session Denise will share 
some of her favorites for K-6 music and PE classes.F
 
Help!  I Have to Teach my Own Music!
If the teachers in your school have to teach their own music, 
invite Denise to give a session that will give them strategies 
for success!  You can plan a one day inservice for teachers 
or it may be possible to do this inservice over a period of a 
few days, having Denise work with the students modelling 
how to teach a music lesson.
 
At the end of the 3-5 day inservice, a performance would be 
possible.
 
 
 
St. Louis Orff Chapter, 
March 8th, 2014
 
Do you want a workshop that will inspire and give 
your Orff or Kodaly chapter many new ideas?  Contact 
Denise Gagne at denisegagne1@gmail.com
 
 
 
 

Free Materials

Are you using any of our materials (Themes & Variations 
publications) in your Holiday Concert, an assembly, or in 
your classes?  If you are performing any of Themes & 
Variations songs, send us a video of your concert, and we'll 
give you a credit of $25 to be used towards purchase of the 
Musicplay Digital Resources.    We LOVE to see your 
performances of our songs.  (We must be able to post 
excerpts on YouTube

Musicplay Grants

Apply now to receive funding to assist with the purchase of 
K-6 music curriculum!  At Themes & Variations we are 
committed to providing quality affordable materials for 
teaching K-6 music classes. Our Musicplay K-5 curriculum 
with digital resources is just $1625, however we realize that 
funds may not be available for it in high needs schools.   We 
believe that all children have the right to a musical 
education, and Themes & Variations is providing funding to 
assist schools in acquiring the Musicplay K-6 curriculum for 
their students. Funding to provide 25-100% of the cost of 
the Musicplay curriculum will be awarded to successful 
applicants. GuidelinesSchools may apply at any time for 
funding. The application may be completed by a principal, 
music teacher or classroom teacher who teaches his/her own 
music classes. Schools will be notified within 30 days of 
applying. Fill in the application.E-mail to 
tvmusic@telusplanet.net or fax the application to 1-888-
562-4647.  Reporting Requirements: Schools receiving 
grants must complete a brief questionnaire 6 months after 
receiving their curriculum.      Grants have been awarded to 
more than 150 schools!  (We will post a list online!)   
          Applications are available at www.musicplay.ca 
 
 
Are you Doing Workshops?
 
- I'm happy to send out Resource Booklets and/or sample 
materials to anyone who's doing workshops for teachers 
using any Themes & Variations publication.  If you are doing 
a workshop, let me know if I can help you in any way.  I 
would love to have more teachers presenting workshops on 
our materials!
 
If you live in one of these states, I'd love to come and do a 
workshop and finish my bucket 
list! Arizona, Delaware. Louisiana, Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire, Vermont, West Virginia.
 
Newsletter Suggestions?
 
I'd love to have your suggestions for future newsletters.
 
This newsletter came from an email question, so send me an 
email if you have a topic for me.
denisegagne1@gmail.com
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6.  Tom Cat Blues is a slow shuffle blues with a 12/8 
feel.  It uses G A B C in the melody and the beginning 
solos. Advanced soloists use D E F G A B C' D' E'.
 
7. Heavy Metal Kitty (heavy metal rock style) uses G 
A B C' in the melody and the beginning solo.
 
8.  Blues Mojo is in the style of 1950s – 1960s R & B 
jazz.
 
There are lyrics for all the songs, so you could sing 
them or play them on recorder.
 
 
Additional Supplemental resources for teaching 
recorder provide the teacher with material to use 
"beyond the black belt."
 

11 favorite folk songs for recorder 
solo or duet is a reproducible 
collection to use as a supplement 
to your recorder program, a 
concert program or to give you 
additional material for students 
who have advanced more quickly 
than the class. Piano 
accompaniments and perf/acc CD 
are included. Reproducible!
 

 
 
 

12 duets for soprano recorder and 
piano will give you a collection of 
easy and medium pieces for your 
students to play. You can use the 
easy selections as part of your 
beginning recorder program. As 
your students progress, you can 
give the students who need more 
challenges, the duets to work on in 
class time or at home. These will 

make really nice performance pieces that can be played 
or played and sung.
 
 
 

This collection of 19 songs 
for recorder using just BAG 
will be useful for your 
beginning recorder students, 
or as a review for your older 
students. Each of the songs 
in the collection is in a 

different style and is named after a different 
kind of bag: Shopping Bag Shuffle, Tea Bag 
Tango, Lunch Bag Lullaby, Golf Bag Boogie, 
etc. Reproducible! Piano accompaniments are 
included in the collection for all selections! If 
you prefer to use a CD, this collection 
includes a performance/accompaniment CD.
 

 View Recorder Resources at www.musicplay.ca
Go to Recorders ~ Teacher Resources

 
Share your favourite recorder lessons 
and  ideas and your written tools on 
the Musicplay Facebook teachers 
group.    Anyone in the group can 
post files. 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/MusicplayTeachers/
 
 
 
Class set of iPads?  You can get 
discounted prices on apps!
 
Paid apps and free apps on the App Store 
and Mac App Store are available for 
purchase in volume through the Volume 
Purchase Program. The client who would 
like to purchase the apps needs to enroll in 
the Volume Purchase Program. For more 
information please review the following link: 
https://developer.apple.com/programs/volume/
 
Music APPS for iPhone, iPad and 
Android !!!
 

Note Name Match Game - new 
app for iPhone, iPad and 
Android.  There are 10 levels of 
note names in treble clef and in bass 
clef.  Treble clef Level 1 is notes in 
spaces, Level 2 is notes on lines, 

 
New Products!
 

Stories and Nursery Rhymes to 
Sing, Rap and Read is part of the 
Making Music Fun series by Christie 
Noble and Tracy Stener.  In this 
collection, they include 14 fun, fun 
songs for kids!  Stories and Nursery 
Rhymes to Sing, Rap and Read will 
help your students learn • nursery 
rhymes in a fun way • fairy tales 
involving listening and adding 
instruments when prompted • left to 

right tracking in preparation for reading • sequencing • 
songs with picture activities that have a literacy focus • 
about spring, farms, oceans, and ponds with stories and 
literacy activities to accompany the songs
 
Stories and Songs Include 1. Body Moves
2. Fairy Tale Rap
3. Three Bears Bop
4. Three Little Pigs
5. Three Billy Goats Gruff
6. Little Red Riding Hood
7. Nursery Rhyme Song
8. Silly Nursery Rhyme Song
9. Is There Room on the Feather Bed?
10. I Can’t Wait for Spring!
11. Alligator Song
12. Spider on the Floor
13. Ocean Song
14. Bluegrass Band 
 
This collection includes a complete ebook of “Is There Room 
on the Feather Bed?” by Libba Moore Gray, illustrated by 
Nadine Bernard Westcott, originally published by Scholastic.
 

 More Listening Fun! provides 
active listening lessons with 
parachutes, paper plates, scarves 
and ribbons that will engage your 
students and get them excited 
about listening to classical music! 
The collection includes an audio 
CD and a Digital Resources Disk 
with PowerPoints to aid in 
teaching the routines and 
concepts, movies about the 
composers and QuickTime videos 
of each activity. The teacher’s 
guide includes lessons aligned to 

national standards, reproducible composer biographies, 
reproducible visuals - listening logs, beat charts, dynamics 
cards, form cards, texture visuals - to aid in teaching 
concepts.
 
Listening examples include:
1. “Bourrée” from the Royal Fireworks by George F. Handel
2. “La Rejouissance” from the Royal Fireworks by Handel
3.  “Menuetto” by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
4. “Overture to Act II” from Swan Lake by Tchaikovsky
5. “Little Red Riding Hood” from Sleeping Beauty
6. Waltz in D-flat majorby Frederic Chopin
7. “Hungarian Dance No. 1” by Johannes Brahms
8. Tritsch-Tratsch Polka, op. 214 by Johann Strauss, Jr.
9. “Gavotte en rondeau” from Ballet du Roi 
10. “Argonaise” from Carmen Suite no. 1 by Georges Bizet
 
 

Listening Resource Kit 1 Digital 
Resources - I've been able to use the 
listening maps, playa longs, and 
composer information for the past year 
as this product has been in 
development.  It is beautifully done, and 
will be a valuable addition to the 
Listening Resource Kits.  It will include 
kids demo movies of many of the active 
listening activities and beautiful listening 

maps for many selections.
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=770P
 
 

Smart Vocal Warmups
Kerry Heisler's vocal warmups 
collection will soon be available as a 
SMART Notebook file for SMART Board 
users, and an interactive PDF file with 
linked audio for teachers with 
computer/projectors.
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.c
om/productinfo.aspx?productid=KH1
 

Come on Dance!
New collection of dance 
and movement pieces 
by Susie and Phil. 
 They'll be sharing 
some of these pieces 
at OMEA in November 
and AOSA in Denver. 

 You'll love the selections.  Includes:
- Beat Street
- Funga Alafia
- Hello (in many languages)
- Move with the Motion
- Come on Dance
- Haida
- Edna the Elephant
- The Dinosaur Rock
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Level 3 is notes on lines and spaces, continuing to get 
more challenging.  Players are timed to see how quickly 
they finish a level.
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/note-name-match-
game/id693109355?mt=8
 
 

Rain Rain Story - for iphone, ipad 
or android devices.  This is a sound 
story book that uses the Rain Rain 
Go Away song, and a poem that 
your students can create sound 
effects to accompany.  After many 
repetitions of the Rain Rain song, 
students can play an interactive 

game where they listen to short melodic fragments 
from the song and identify the melody map that best 
represents it.  They can try out different non-pitched 
instruments with the chant, and they can learn to play 
the melody of Rain Rain on a xylophone.  Students love 
this story and the related activities!
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/the-rain-rain-story-
app/id638746145?mt=8
 

Vocal Warm-ups for Singers or 
Choir
We are thrilled to announce that 
our second app is in the itunes 
store!   This app is based on the 
warmups book, "Strictly Warmups" 
by Kerry Heisler.  The warm-ups in 
this collection are organized into five 

sets.  Each set includes a physical warm-up, breath 
awareness, then five minutes of a variety of mid-range 
warm-ups. A vocal model with a male and female 
vocalist to accompany the singers for the first 
exercises, then you or your group continue until the 
end of the exercise.  This is a great collection of 
warmups useful for elementary, middle school or high 
school choirs, or for solo singers.  This app is available 
for ipad, iphone and android.
 
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/vocal-warm-ups-for-
singers/id597200553?mt=8&ls=1
 
 

If you haven't tried it yet,  our 
recorder app  Learn and Play 
Recorder has everything that 
you need for your beginning 
recorder classes.  Use the app 
to teach in class, and give your 
students the link to download 
at home and practice!

 
 https://itunes.apple.com/ca/a

pp/learn-and-play-recorder/id543660617?mt=8
 
 
 

Coming soon - Recorder Resource Kit 2!

- On with the Show
- My Special Scarf
- Rainbow Rave
Get in the Groove
 
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=SP6
 
 

Looking for a Chinese New Years 
song?  Celebrate Around the World - 
This collection of 10 composed and 
traditional songs could be used as a 
holiday concert or could be used any 
time of year as a multicultural 
celebration.  Songs for Day of Eid, 
Diwali, Hanukkah, Christmas, Winter 
(Snowing), Chinese New Years, 
Kwanzaa are included.  A simple script 
is included as well as an interactive 

vocal PDF to print or to project.  (Includes linked audio)
http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=CEL    (This is the Canadian site - go to 
musicplay.ca for the US site)
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