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Build Newsletter 12-10-23 Bats

Oct. 23, 2012       BATS

Bats
 
Bats are an intriguing creature at any time of year.  You can use the 
Bats song as a Halloween lesson - or just as a fun lesson!  
 

 
 
Process: 1. Teach the bass xylophone part by stepping and saying, 
“Bats.... can.... fly away” using the rhythm of the bass part.

1. Teach the song by rote.  Continue stepping the bass part while 
you teach the song.

2. Invite a few students to play the bass part, and then add the 
sound effects.  The ee ee ee sound at the end of the song is 
made by blowing up a balloon and letting the air out slowly.  
Kids LOVE making the sound!  Choose 4 or 5 students to 
create the sound effects.   If you try to give every child a 
balloon, some will get so excited that they forget to sing.

3. On the words “fly away” the students with balloons let go of 
them and they “fly away.”    This is also where you’ll add the 
glissando on the glockenspiels.

Extensions: If you don’t have a bass xylophone or metallophone, 
accompany the song with an E minor chord on the guitar, or with E 
and B on Boomwhackers.  Play the melody on recorders or teach the 
children how to play the song on barred instruments. If you have any 
barred instruments, have the students set up the instruments in E (la) 
pentatonic. (Take off the F and Cs)  They could improvise a new 
melody in E minor as an interlude between the verses. Create a 
contrasting Section with creepy crawly word rhythms.
Give groups of students a selection of plastic bugs, worms and 
spiders and invite them to create a 4 beat pattern with them.  They 
transfer the words to non-pitched percussion.  The pattern shown 
below would be:  Fly  Caterpillar Lizard Bat
 

They can say and play the 
pattern 2x, then just play the 
pattern 2x on rhythm 
instruments.   You could have 
the students create movement 
to go with the song.
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www.musicplay.ca

New Apps!

 

Learn and Play Recorder
LINK to App

 
We've created a new 
app for iphone/ipad for 
teaching recorder in 
your music classes, 
and for students to 
download and practice 
with at home!  The 
app is based on the 
Recorder Resource and 
includes everything 
that's in the student 
books:  All About the 
Recorder, How to Care 
for the Recorder, How 
Notes are Named, 
Counting Music and 38 
songs with full 
performance.  You can 
start and stop or 
pause the track if you 
need more practice.
 
www.musicplay.ca
 
 

Workshops are available 

with Denise Gagne or with 

Dan Fee (WI - Listening Fun 

with Scarves and Tennis 

Balls) Email 

denisegagne1@gmail.com 

for more information

Workshops
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Bats is in Musicplay 4.  
 
A recording of Bats can be 
found in Sing and Play on 
Special Days.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Orff arrangement is from 
"The Orff Source."
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another extension could be to 
have the students dramatize the 

Ojibway Legend of How the Bat Came to Be.  You can find it on 
several sites by googling.  
http://www.littlewolfrun.net/OjibwaLegends.html
 
Share your Creepy Crawly Compositions!   
Join our discussion group on 
facebook! www.facebook.com/musicplaycurriculum. If you’re not a 
facebook user, email, and I’ll post them and share in the next 
newsletter or post at www.musicplay.ca in the free downloads.  (If 
you’ve avoided facebook for privacy reasons, consider signing up 

withyour first and middle name - your students will never find you!) 
 
 

Nov. 11th is Remembrance Day in Canada and Veteran's 
Day in the US.  We have a new collection of songs, poems and 
quotes for Remembrance Day, Veteran's Day or Memorial Day.
 

We Remember - A beautiful 
collection of songs, poems, and 
quotes for Remembrance Day, 
Veterans Day or Memorial Day. 
 The vocals and the 
orchestrations are really 
beautiful!  Songs by Craig 
Cassils, Beth Jay and Annette 
Kazmierczak include 

In Flanders Field
Take One Minute to Stand
Standing Silently
Why do we Have Remembrance 
Day / Veterans Day  (two 
versions)

May You Dwell in Peace     * Dona Nobis Pacem
Be a Peacemaker               * Unity

http://shop.musicplaytext.ihoststores.com/productinfo.aspx?
productid=C53
 

Dan Fee
Dan Fee is the author of Listening Fun with Scarves and Tennis Balls. 
 Dan lives in Wisconsin, and is available to do workshops.
He just had a great day in North Carolina!
 
 
Are you Doing Workshops? - I'm happy to send out Resource 
Booklets and/or sample materials to anyone who's doing workshops 
for teachers using any Themes & Variations publication.  If you are 
doing a workshop, let me know if I can help you in any way.

Oct 26 - Calgary Catholic 
District PD Day
Sessions will be chosen 
from
- Easy Dances and Singing 
Games
- Smart Recorder
- Jazz it Up!
- Songs and Games around 
the World
- Reproducible Choir 
repertoire
 
 
Nov. 2-3 ECEC 
ConferenceEdmonton, 
Alberta
Friday Sessions
- music and literacy
- dances and singing 
games
 
 
Nov. 2-3 Alberta Music 
Conference, Red Deer
Saturday 10:30 AM Session
- Listening Fun and 
Games
 
 
 
A huge thank you to all 
teachers who supported the 
Rideau Music / Themes & 
Variations Reading Clinics 
in Calgary and in 
Edmonton!
 
 

Musicplay Grant

Apply now to receive 
funding to assist with 
the purchase of K-6 
music curriculum!  
Overview
At Themes & Variations we 
are committed to providing 
quality affordable materials 
for teaching K-6 music 
classes. Our Musicplay K-5 
curriculum with digital 
resources is just $1625, 
however we realize that 
funds may not be available 
for it in high needs 
schools.   We believe that 
all children have the right 
to a musical education, and 
Themes & Variations is 
providing funding to assist 
schools in acquiring the 
Musicplay K-6 curriculum 
for their students. Funding 
to provide 25-100% of the 
cost of the Musicplay 
curriculum will be awarded 
to successful applicants.
 
Guidelines
Schools may apply at any 
time for funding. The 
application may be 
completed by a principal, 
music teacher or classroom 
teacher who teaches 
his/her own music classes.
 
Schools will be notified 
within 30 days of applying. 
Fill in the application.
E-mail to 
tvmusic@telusplanet.net or 
fax the application to 1-
888-562-4647. 
 
Reporting Requirements: 
Schools receiving grants 
must complete a brief 
questionnaire 6 months 
after receiving their 
curriculum.     
 
Grants have been awarded 
to more than 30 schools! 
 (We will post a list online!) 
           
 Applications are 
available 
at www.musicplay.ca

Free Materials

Are you using any of our 
materials (Themes & 
Variations publications) in 
your Holiday Concert, an 
assembly, or in your 
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classes?  If you are 
performing any of Themes 
& Variations songs, send us 
a video of your concert, 
and we'll give you a $25 
credit for materials!  We 
LOVE to see your 
performances of our songs. 
 (We must be able to post 
excerpts on YouTube)
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