
1/29/2018 MNB | Genie Template Editor

https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/my/newsletters/createnew 1/3

Build Newsletter 12-07-20 Apps for Ipad and Iphone

July 20, 2012  Apps for Ipad / Iphone Musicplay 
Grants

Summer Workshops
 
Alberta Reading Clinics
Calgary, August 27, 2012  St. David’s United, 3303 Capitol Hill Cres NW  
Edmonton, August 28th, 2012  Taylor College, 11525 - 23 Ave
Rideau Music and Themes & Variations are teaming up for these workshops, which 
will include choral reading, new materials from Hal Leonard, Alfred, Lorenz and 
Themes & Variations AND workshops that will get you inspired for a new school year!
 
Ontario Workshops- August 20-22, 2012
Jubilee United Church, 40 Underhill Drive, Toronto
Monday - K-3 Focus
Tuesday - Focus on 4-6  
Wednesday - Choral reading, Lesson planning
 
John Feirabend will be doing a workshop on Thursday, August 23rd in the same 
venue. For information on John Feirabend’s workshop email 
ksomembership@rogers.com
 

Register online for any of the workshops at www.musicplay.ca
 

 Free Shipping Coupon - We're giving 
our Facebook subscribers a free shipping 
coupon!  Visit us at 
www.facebook.com/musicplaycurriculum

If you're not on Facebook, email 
denisegagne1@gmail.com for the free shipping code. 

 You can use the code for free shipping 
at www.musicplay.ca

  

Apps for Ipad and Iphone
 Summer is a great time to explore new resources and technologies. 
 I've been spending time reviewing apps that are available for Ipad 
and Iphone.  I"ve been posting reviews on the Musicplay Facebook 
Page.  Join the Musicplay Facebook Page at 
www.facebook.com/Musicplaycurriculum
  
The first app I ever used is still one I wouldn't be without - my mini 
piano.  It's so handy to have a keyboard for vocal warmups.  Lots of 
rooms that I teach in, are without a keyboard - this way, my keyboard 
is always with me.  
  
Piano Free with Songs is awesome!  It has many customizable 
features, including the ability to resize the keyboard.  I like the 
keyboard the way it is by default.  You can add note labels to the 
keyboard, and adjust the volume.  It includes a metronome and even 
a pedal.  It’s a pretty amazing tool for a free app.
  
Pro Metronome is a great metronome tool.  The free version includes 
the ability to customize the time signature, to virtually any time 
signature you can think of.  To set the tempo, you scroll around the 
wheel, faster or slower.  It’s easy to set to the tempo that you want.  
(Not all the metronome apps are this easy to set the tempo)  The free 
version only shows the tap which is fine for me.  I don't see any need 
to upgrade to the flash visual. 
  

Themes & 
Variations

Canadian Office
#2-4664 Riverside Drive
Red Deer, Alberta  T4N 6Y5
 
US Office
PO Box 309
Danville, WA, 99121
 
Phone/Fax

1-888-562-4647
(real people answer our 
phones!)
 
Email:  
tvinfo@telus.net
 

www.musicplay.ca

Workshops 2012

Artie & Denise 2012
Nashville, TN  July 
23-25th
Registration is now open at 
www.musicplay.ca !  The 
summer 2012 Artie & 
Denise Workshop is being 
held in music city - 
Nashville, TN
Conference Hotel:  Hilton 
Garden Inn Vanderbilt
Conference 
Location: Scarritt Bennett 
Center
Dorm rooms are available 
for $62/night at Scarritt 
Bennett
Hilton Garden Inn Vanderbilt 
is very close (2 blocks away 
and has a free shuttle)
 
Conference Fee:  $200
Each participant receives one 
grade level of Musicplay 
Digital Resources for FREE!
Lots of free materials and 
great handouts!
 
Presenters include Artie 
Almeida and Denise 
Gagné
Quavermusic.com - 
Quaver Music will present a 
session on their amazing 
online and DVD resources 
for teaching elementary 
music.
Bonnie Rossa and Brad 
Keller - Jazz Cats History 
of Jazz will present jazz 
and blues improvisation on 
recorders and how to teach 
the history of jazz
Dan Fee - Listening Fun 
with Scarves and Tennis 
Balls
 
 
Artie Almeida     Clinics 
will be chosen from the 
following:
* Building a Rhythmic 
Foundation
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IBeat  I still like the old fashioned metronome - a real one with a 
wooden case that you have to wind up.  However, I can’t carry it 
around with me all the time.  There are  lots of apps that have the 
metronome visual.  The one that I like is Ibeat.  It’s free, although it 
has ads and you can upgrade to no ads for 1.99.  To start and stop, 
you tap anywhere on the page.  You scroll the weight up and down to 
set tempo, and it’s easier to set the tempo you want them some of the 
other metronome apps.   You have 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 time signatures or just 
a steady beat.  To change the time signatures you press the gear 
wheel.  
  
Flashnote Derby  .99  This is a good app for practicing letter names.  
There is enough “game” to be appealing, and enough “content” for it 
to be worth spending the time on.  You can set the number of 
questions:  10, 20, 30 and you can select the race speed:  walk, trot, 
canter, gallop. The only thing in this app that I would change is that 
the letter names of the notes are in order from A-G instead of from C-
C.  I’d find it easier to find the note if the notes were ordered from C to 
C and I think C-C  would be a better transfer to reading notes for 
recorder.  The teaching videos that go with the app are painfully slow, 
with no stop or fast forward button.   They do teach the concepts well, 
but the movies could drive me nuts if I had to watch them four times 
for four different classes.
  
Read Rhythm This is a great way for high school instrumentalists to 
practice reading rhythm.  There are 105 exercises.  You can select 
which exercise you want to practise. Only the first 6 exercises are 
really useful for  younger students (Grade 2-3).  These exercises are 
in 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 with eighth notes and no syncopations.  The next 
levels are more appropriate for older instrumental students:

8th notes with syncopations, with rests, syncopations
triplets, no syncopations
16th notes, no syncopations, with syncopations
16th notes, rests, syncopations
less common meters, 8th and 16th notes, rests  (7/8, 
9/8), duplets, quadruplets,2/2, 8th notes, rests, syncopations
swing 8ths, 16th note triplets, quarter note triplets

You can email an exercise to your student so students using this app 
can send you a progress report.  If you had a class set of ipads, all 
could be working at their own pace, and send you their progress at 
the end of class. This app is great, but has only a few exercises (6) 
 that are really useful for K-5 classrooms.  It’s going to be most useful 
for kids in private lessons or more senior instrumental students or 
even for sharpening your own rhythm reading accuracy.
  
Music Dictionary 101 This is an iphone app, and isn’t available for 
ipad.  On the iphone it’s fine, but on the ipad it is still the size that it is 
on iphone, so it’s small.  It’s not fun and doesn’t have any games, but 
the content is good.  It has an audio recording for each of the 
composers, but the audio doesn’t match exactly what is on the page.  
It reads the term, which could help students to learn to pronounce the 
musical terms.  The best part of the app is the instrument 
introductions.  Each instrument is pictured, with a short audio 
examples.  It includes soprano, alto, tenor and bass voices and some 
instruments that I wasn’t expecting, such as viol da gamba.
  
Black Belt Recorder - They should call it White Belt Recorder! 
This app is under construction.  Only 1 level out of seven is finished.   
The free preview was good, and I thought I'd pay for the full version.  
However, they have only the White Belt - B A G - done!  When I 
wanted to go to Yellow belt, there's a note saying, Coming Soon!"  It's 
got some really good entertainment as well as educational value, but I 
expected to get a Black Belt Recorder App - not 5 songs at the White 
Belt level!!! One other note - in the introduction it tells kids to curve 
their fingers and use the "pointy" part of the thumb and finger to cover 
holes.  Wrong --- kids should use their "fingerprint" to cover holes.   I 
found a lot of little glitches that they need to fix - matched half note 
with half note, but it told me I'd made a mistake. A big glitch is 
the Draw a great recorder note page.  I think that they haven't finished 
building this page. So - save the $3.99 until they finish building this 
app.
  
Coming Soon to iphone/ipad:  Learn and Play Recorder
This app is the Recorder Resource Kit, in app format.  All 38 songs 
that are in the Recorder Resource Kit are included in the app, with full 
performance!  If you are one of the thousands of teachers using the 
Recorder Resource Kit to teach your beginning recorder players, 
you'll want to have the app version, and to have your students get the 
app to practice the recorder at home.  I'm hoping that the Learn and 
Play Recorder App will be available in itunes by early August!
  
 
 

Musicplay K-6 Curriculum Grant
Apply now to receive funding to purchase a K-6 music 
curriculum!  
 
Overview

* Concept Collage 1-2
* Movin' and Groovin'
* Mallet Madness Revisited
* KidStix and DrumFun
* All Aboard the Recorder 
Express
 
Denise Gagné           
Clinics will be chosen from 
* Rhythm Rocks - fun with 
flashcards, Smartboard & 
More!
* Recorder - Developing 
Sight Reading Ability
* APPs, Websites and 
Digital Resources for your 
classes
* Easy Folk Dances and 
Singing Games
 
 
Canadian 
Summer 
Workshops
At the summer workshops, 
we'll be introducing new 
choral music for elementary 
choirs, new publications 
from Hal Leonard, Alfred, 
Lorenz and Themes & 
Variations AND provide a 
workshop on Lesson 
planning that will help this 
year be your best teaching 
year ever!
 
Toronto -  August 20-
22, 2012
 
Calgary - Rideau 
Music and Themes & 
Variations
August 27th, 2012
 
Edmonton - Rideau 
Music and Themes & 
Variations - August 
28th, 2012
 
Registration is 
available at 
www.musicplay.ca
 
 

Workshops are available 

with Denise Gagne or with 

Dan Fee (WI - Listening Fun 

with Scarves and Tennis 

Balls) Email 

denisegagne1@gmail.com 

for more information.
 
  
 
 

Newsletter Topics

I've had several request for 
newsletters on the 
following topics.
 - Music on a Cart
- Behavior Problems
- Sub Plans
- Puppets
- Remembrance Day / 
Veterans Day
- Fundraising Ideas
- Fundraising Christmas CD 
project
 
If you have any questions 
about anything in Musicplay 
or anything to do with 
teaching K-6 elementary 
music, I'd be happy to 
write an answer for you, 
and if it applies to others, 
to include in a newsletter. Fullscreen

Preview

Save

Save &
Schedule/Send

Back

http://www.musicplay.ca/


1/29/2018 MNB | Genie Template Editor

https://www.mynewsletterbuilder.com/my/newsletters/createnew 3/3

At Themes & Variations we are committed to providing quality affordable materials for 
teaching K-6 music classes. Our Musicplay K-5 curriculum with digital resources is 
just $1625, however we realize that funds may not be available for it in high needs 
schools.   We believe that all children have the right to a musical education, and 
Themes & Variations is providing funding to assist schools in acquiring the Musicplay 
K-6 curriculum for their students. Funding to provide 25-100% of the cost of the 
Musicplay curriculum will be awarded to successful applicants.
 
Guidelines
Schools may apply at any time for funding. The application may be completed by a 
principal, music teacher or classroom teacher who teaches his/her own music 
classes.
 
Schools will be notified within 30 days of applying. Fill in the application.
E-mail to tvmusic@telusplanet.net or fax the application to 1-888-562-4647.
 
Reporting Requirements: Schools receiving grants must complete a brief 
questionnaire 6 months after receiving their curriculum.     
 
Grants have been awarded to more than 30 schools!  (We will post a list online!)   
         

 Applications are available at www.musicplay.ca
 
 
Are you using any of our materials (Themes & Variations 

publications) in your Holiday Concert?  If you are 

performing any of Themes & Variations songs, send us a 

video of your concert, and we'll give you a $25 credit for 

materials!  We LOVE to see your performances of our 

songs.
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